il
/

N\ \‘\\ :‘.._.‘ “‘-, ‘1 > J '4 ,’l.l
u X ke JJJ_I,I_‘,’_I/J uh]
\ \\ \ ll /

Ve

$9.95 USA
$14.95 CAN

" _
A COMPILATION OF KNIGHTS OF THE DINNER TABLE: ISSUES 13 THRU 15
B A A BB



l've

AND OTHER
MERCHANDISE/

%E{mghts of the

.linntr

gotyer BACK ISSUES
right here bub!!

TALES FROM.-THE UAULT
e 3

- X i
~ o R CAMPLETE COMPILATION OF ALL THE lﬂ" hl’NlFS
APPEANING IN MAGAIIN hrw 1997 oy APPEATY

Iﬂllllllllllllls DB!]’HI
Wy Rty

KODT Tales From The Vault vol. $9.95

KODT Tales From The Vault vol. 2 $9.95
KODT Tales From The Vault vol. 3 $12.95
KODT Bundle of Trouble $9.95 ea.
KoDTEE Shirts $19.95

KoDT Miniatures

Bob Herzog, Dave Bozwell, Sara Felton,

Brian van Hoose, B.A. Felton, johnny Kizinski $3.50 ea.
KoDT Miniatures: Black Hands

Victor “Nitro” Fergueson, Newt Forager, Gordo Sheckberry,
“Flak" Jack Monty,"Bitter” Stevil van Hostle,

““Weird" Pete Ashton $3.50 ea,

Check out BACK ISSUE availability on our website's store,
All merchandise shown here (and more) can be purchased theg

website: http://www.kenzerco.com

PID YA KNOW KNIGHTS OF THE DINNER TABLE HAS BEEN

’ .
AROUND SINCE ,990 ?? HERE s YOUR CHANCE TO GET’ PLEASE ADD SHIPPING AND HANDLING CHARGES AS FOLLOWS
TALES FROM THE VAULT: SUBTOTAL AMOUNT:  US CanaDA AL OTHER LOCATIONS
THE COMPLETE COLLECTION OF EARLY KODT STRIPS AND DRAGON APPEARANCES $1-$9.99 $2.00 $3.00 $5.00
THROUGH #236
TALES FROM THE VAULT VOL. #2: $10-%$19.99  $400 $5.00 $8.00
A COMPILATION OF DRAGON & OTHER MAGAZINE STRIPS THROUGH 1998 $20 - $39.99 $5.00 $7.00 $12.00
TALES FROM THE VAULT VOL. #3:
A COMPILATION OF DRAGON & OTHER MAGAZINE STRIPS THROLGH 7999 $40 - §59.99  $6.00 $9.00 $18.00
(INCLUDES COLOR STRIPS//) $60+ $8.00 $12.00 $23.00

OR A COMP/ILATION OF THE EARLY ISSUES:

BUNDLE OF TROUBLE VOL. #l COVERS ISSUES #7 - #3
BUNDLE OF TROUBLE VOL. #2 COVERS ISSLES #4 - #6
BUNDLE OF TROUBLE VOL. #3 COVERS ISSUES #7 - #9

ALL ORDERS SHIP WITHIN 2 WEEKS, WiTH THE EXCEPTION OF PRE-ORDERS. DOMESTIC ORDERS WILL BE SENT ViA L
Mait - FirsT Ciass OR PRIORITY. CANADIAN AND OVERSEAS ORDERS WILL BE SENT viA AIRMAIL

WE ACCEPT PAYPAL THROUGH OUR EMAIL ADDRESS: ORDERS@KENZERCO,COM, AND YOU CAN USE VI
MC, DisCOVER AND AMERICAN EXPRESS BY PHONE, FAX OR EMAIL, OR YOU CAN MAIL A CHECK OR MO

BUNDLE OF TROUBLE VOL. #4 COVERS ISSLES #10 - #12 OROERTR:

BUNDLE OF TROUBLE VOL. #6 COVERS ISSUES #76 - #18 KeENZER & COMPANY

BUNDLE OF TROUBLE VOL. #7 COVERS |SSUES #19 - #21 25667 HiLwview COURT

BUNDLE OF TROUBLE VOL. #8 COVERS ISSUES #22 - #24 MUNDELEIN IL 60060

© Copyright 2001 Kenzer and Company. All rights reserved. PHONE: 847/540-0029
he Kumr and Cor np.nn. Logo, Tales [rum |hx Vault, Bundle of Trouble, Knights of the Fax: 847/540-8065
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Editorial of a Madman

“Dude, when you're at a con, what do you do with the money?”

Jolly R. Blackburn

Wayne, Indiana, always scems to have a great impact on

Kenzer and Company. In 1996, the worst snafu in Kenzer
and Company’s brief history happened (aside from chasing a
Willie Wonka the CCG license, bur that’s a story for another
time). At the con, Ray Vantilburg, the airbrush T-shire guy at
GenCon and other various cons was going to meet us to drop off
a painting slated for a Kalamar prot%ucl cover. Ray had already
painted a cover for us that really rocked (the cover of Secret Temple
of Adagy, one of the kewlest pieces of cover art T've ever seen). Well
we lost Ray’s original painting; it was taken from our booth area
while we loaded up our pickup after the con. We never even had
a chance to shoot film from the art so we the cover was lost to us
entirely. Not only that, we had to reimburse Ray for the paint-
ing iself,

Fortunately, the con wasn't a complete loss, because that was
the Pentacon when Jolly and I reached a handshake deal for Jolly
to join Kenzer and Company. We mer late at night, in the dark-
ness of Jol's living room after the other two guys were asleep.

Jolly asked me some of the oddest interview questions, like:
“When you're at a con, what do you do with the money?”

Now, I'm usually a fairly confident negotiator, but ol Jolly
really had me baffled and wondering what sort of wrick question
this was. Sitting there in the dark srumped, I think I now know
what Bilbo must have felt like when Gollum asked his final rid-
dle. After a moment of silence, I stumbled aver my response,
“Ummm... we... uh... put it in the... uh... cashbox?” Which is, of
course, what we do. He seemed satisfied with my answer.

After we shook on the deal, I asked him what the heck he was
getting at with his odd line of questioning. He reluctantly
explained that some of his former’ partners used to run the cash
box at cons out of their pockets (literally). Jolly found out that
most of that cash never made it into the company coffers, hav-
ing mysteriously vaporized. Most of it ended up at the dog track,
on drinks while smoozing with other companies and other so
called ‘business expenses’. Jolly just wanted to make sure we ran
an honest business. Luckily, he didn't ask me about our shylock
business or protection rackets.

l :or some reason Pentacon, a tiny one-horse con in Fort

In 1997, I once again drove out to Jollys house to go to
Pentacon. One of my goals when I left Illinois was to help Jolly
get KODT back on schedule. (At the time, I didn't realize being
late for three or four issues afier GenCon was to become a K&&C tra-
dition). What actually occurred was a complete surprise to us all.
Jolly and I cranked out some of the funniest damn material I've
ever seen or read. The amazing part was the volume. We
laughed, joked and doodled through the whole con.
Unfortunately, ninety-percent of our material was never even
recorded.

The part we did manage to save became the majority of issues
14 and 15, reprinted here for your reading pleasure. The comic
Eart of the two issues was mainly completed in one weekend, in-

etween hawking product at our booth and discussing plans for
current and future product lines.

Of course, the whole gang tinkered and refined issues 14 and
15 after the con. We added memorable pieces like more stuff for
the Bag of Hefty Capacity in “The Barringer Rebellion” (/i cer-
tain Steve added the muddy boots), or the “bonus” strip that Brian
wrote for the gaming section - owr first baby step toward maga-
zine-hood - as well as Brian's very crearive scenario “Adventurer
Summoning” which ran in issue 14 as well. So I don't want to
leave out Steve or Bri (pronounced like brick without the “ck”).
Incidently, a long strip written by Steve and Bri was the inspira-
tion for the whole front-half of Issue 13 as well. The great thing
abour having such an awesome stable of in-house writers is, that
at any given time, someone is always producing something
funny or inspiring.

Looking back, I have to say that working on the three issues
you hold bundled in your hands represents not only some of the
funnest moments ['ve ever shared, but also a big slice of friend-
ship. Thank you, Bri, Steve and Jolly. Thank YOU, our readers
and fans, for supporting us. Thank you Pentacon for supplying
a great strip-writing environment.  And a grear big “THANK
YOU' to the guys with the cash-box pockets.

il
David S. Kenzer
February 1, 2000

RPGS THAT SHOULD NEVER BE, PART 72: THE TENORS

OK BOB, YOUR ATTEMPT TO WHACK RED ‘THE SHAMROCK' PICKENS IN HIS HOME IN FULL VIEW
OF HIS GRANDKIDS FAILS - APPARENTLY HIS DERBY DEFLECTED THE BULLET AND I'M AFRAID YOLIR

HIT-MAN GUIPO FL/PS ON YOU. DAVE, STAN

ON NAJEEB’S NECK SEEMS TO WORK & HE

FINALLY COUGHS UP THE 72.65 IN PROTECTION MONEY FOR HIS HOT POG CART.

SARA, YOUR VARIOUS GAMBLING
OPERATIONS BRING IN 50,000 THIS WEEK,
AND BRIAN, YOLI'RE EARNERS HAVE SET A

NEW BENCHMARK FOR MOVING HORSE
THROUGH .NEW ENGLAND.

ACK, THE /RISH MOB'S
GONNA BE ALL OVER ME.
PUPE, YOU GOTTA LOAN ME
SOME SOLPIERS.

SORRY BOB, ALL MY EARNERS
ARE OUT MAKING COLLECTIONS.
BA, I POCKET THE /2,65 AND
LOOK FOR MANLIEL AT THE
PICKLE ON A STICK CART.

I USE IT TO SETTLE THE
LONGSHOREMANS LABOR
DISPUTE BOB CALISED.

EXCELLENT. I USE THE MONEY
TO BUY A CHOPPER,
47 CHINESE AA-47S, AND A
FREAKIN’ TOW M/SS/LE FOR
MY HUMMER. GET READY TO
| SAY HELLO
TO MY LITTLE
FRIEND RED/
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“We are the thin veil, who
hold back the night!!
We are the men who hack,

turning wrong to right”

1 really like issue 13. It was our first and only
completely stand-alone theme issue. - Dave NSB Academy Cadence Song




A License ¢to Hack BY JOLLY . BLACKBURN

DAMMIT SGUIRRELYY

QUIT PLAYIN' WITH THE MOP
FINISH THAT FLOOR.

A BURRITO-DATE TONIGHT!!

‘ Tl
BITTER SYEVIL's
GANE-PULPF!

GAMES PIT, 50RRY WERE CLOSED!! IT'S HERET? IT'S REALLY HEREZ22 OH THANK GAWD, PETE!! WE WERE WORRIED, BRIAN
HUHN? WHAT'S THAT?? OH HELLO, B.A. READ ON THE HACKMASTER NEWSGROUP THAT THE SHIPPING DEPARTMENT
YEAH... YEAH, YOUR ORDER ARRIVED LATE THIS AT HARD EXGHT ENTERPRISES WENT ON STRIKE. | WAS AFRAID MY ORDER
AFTERNOON. | TOOK THE LIBERTY OF BREAKING WOLILD BE IN LIMBO!I! YEAH..YEAH..THANKS., 'L BE OVER FIRST THING IN THE MORNING!(
THE SHRINK-WRAP TO MAKE SLIRE EVERYTHING
WAS THERE. YOU CAN PICK IT UP IN' THE MORNING. HACKNOIA'S INTT WHAT A RELIEF! HMMMM, My
| CAN'T WAIT TO GET MY HANDS ON A CHARACTER SOURCES HAVE NEVER
DOSSIER AND START WORKIN' ON MY CHARACTER!! BEEN WRONG BEFORE,
THEY MUST HAVE
AWESOME! ¥ | ALREADY SETTLED THE STRKE.
HAVE A NAME FOR MY | CANT WAIT
CHARACTER PICKED 0L, TO PLAYI

OKAY, I'LL PICK Up HACKNOXA AND FOLR CHARACTER I'M GONNA KICK-RSS!!Y IVE BEEN READNG THOSE

DOSSIER PACKETS IN THE MORNING, YOU GLYS CAN PICK UP FBXI CORRESPONDENCE COURSES

YOUR DOSSIERS TOMORROW AFTERNOON AND START WORKING ON YOUR | SIGNED LIP FOR WHEN MY DAD GOT SLISPICIOLIS ABOLT THOSE

CHARACTERS S0 THAT THEY ARE READY FOR NEXT WEEK'S GAME. INTERVIEWS | WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE.* I'M A WHIZ ON
\ INVESTIGATIVE PROCEDURE AND COVERT SKILLS!

EXCELLENT!I AND SARA SAID
"NO 600D EVER COMES FROM A LIEF | BELIEVE N BAD
WHAT A JOKE!! KARMA, THAT'S ALL.

THIS IS GOING TO BE THE
—— BEST ROLEPLAYING

LR
il i

4 ;'ssue #13 Men that Hack™




THE FOLLOWING WEEK .

WELL, | SEE EVERYONE HAS THEIR OFFICIAL *MOOD-ENHANCING' DARK SUNGLASSES ON. LOOKS LIKE WERE READY FOR OUR FIRST DIVE INTO

HACKNOTIALNFY YOULL BE HAPPY TO KNOW THAT | TOOK TWO DAYS OFF WORK THIS WEEK SO | COLLD HAVE SOME EXTRA TIME TO

DEVELOP TONIGHT'S ADVENTURE. | REALLY GOT SWEPT AWAY. | THINK THIS WILL BE ONE OF THE BEST ADVENTURES I'VE EVER RUN!
BEFORE WE CAN START, | NEED TO REVIEW YOUR CHARACTERS AND BACKGROLNDS. BOB, WHY DON'T YOU GO FIRST?2

MY CHARACTER 15 KILLER, DUDE! HIS NAME 15 LUGER KRINGESY 'M AN EX-MARINE APACHE HELICOPTER PILOT.
MY MILITARY TRAINING GIVES ME THE MUNITIONS AND SMALL ARMS SKILL PACKAGES.
I ALSO HAVE AN ENTEMIDATION PRESENCE FACTOR DLE T0SOME RESIDVAL MILITARY BEARING.

LUGER OUTSTANDING, BOB!

KEWL NAME DUDE!!

MY WEAPON OF CHOICE I5 A GOLD PLATED,

| TOOK BRIAN'S ADVICE AND LOOKED INTO CHARACTER FLAWS
AS A WAY TO SQUEEZE SOME ADDITIONAL BUILDING POINTS. BUREAU-MODIFIED 9MM LUGER WITH LASER-
ITOK GHRONIC-ENDIGESTION AS A MAJOR SIGHTING AND A POP-OUT MUZZLE-SABER!!

| HAVE THE ABILITY TO MOVE ABOUT THE UPPER SOCIAL CLASSES

FLAW - WORTH 675 ADDITIONAL BUILDING POINTS, AND
I TOOK LACTOSE-TNTOLERANGE AS A MINOR AT EASE. | LOVE FINE WINE, FAST CARS AND CLASSY WOMEN.
FLAW FOR 150 BUILDING POINTS. | LISED THOSE POINTS TO | HAVE 51X TOP-OF-THE-LINE FINELY TAILORED ARMANI SUITS IN MY WARDROBE.

PURCHASE A BURLY BODY BUILD WHICH GIVES

ME AN 857 CHANCE OF
KICKING DOWN ANY WHOAH! KICK-ASS 600D JOB, BOB!! YA SEE?? CHARACTER
DOORWAY OR PORTAL! CHARACTER, BOB!! \ FLAWS RULEI

MY CHARACTER'S NAME IS TERRANGCE BRICK Y | WAS RAISED ON THE
STREETS OF CHICAGO WHERE | EVENTUALLY BECAME A GANG-BANGER.

OKAY BOB, SOUNDS
AFTER | MADE A "HIX'T" ON A RIVAL GANG-LORD MY OWN GANG

LIKE A FAIRLY REASONABLE
CHARACTER. LOOKS LIKE BETRAYED ME AFTER CUTTING DEALS WITH THE DLA.
YOU'RE NEXT, DAVE, | WAS FACING 95 TO LIFE IN JOLIET AND NOT A SHRED OF HOPE
OF EVER SEEING THE LIGHT OF DAY AGAIN!! TOUGH BREAK,
DUDE. HOWD YOU
SOUNDS LIKE MOVIE OF THE GO FROM LIFER TO
YOUR OWN GANG BETRAYED YOU?22 ki FEDERAL AGENTZ?

PAMN, THAT SUCKS!!

Bundle of Trouble™ Volume V



WELL, ONCE | WAS ON THE INSIDE, MY GANG-BANGER BACKGROUND ATTRACTED THE
ATTENTION OF THE NATZONAL SECURITY BUREAV WHO WERE ATTEMPTING TO
INFILTRATE THE GANGS. | WAS GRANTED A FULL PARDON IN EXCHANGE FOR MY COOPERATION,

THE OPERATION WAS S0 SUCCESSFUL THAT | WAS INDUCTED INTO THE NSB. ENOUGH
BACKGROUND!Y
T —— WOW DAVEXY THATS ' m:T o?sm_ws 'mf
EARTHY ANBEYCREATIVE ABILITIES YOU ARE
STREET-PUNK BACKGROUND. I'M IMPRESSED. BONENE TO THE TEAN.
SNITCH?? /

| MAXED OUT MY SKILLS IN STREETWI SE, GEE, DAVE, | DUNNO. YOUR CHARACTER SEEMS KINDA WERAK.
GANGLAND CULTURE, BLACKMARKET SAVVY, OUR CHARACTERS ARE TOTAL OPPOSITES.
SPEAK SLANG AND HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT I'M AFRAID THEY WONT GLECK.
WITH IMPROVISED WEAPONS. WHAT ARE YOU PACKING AS FAR AS WEAPONS??
/ A MATCHED PAIR OF SAWED-OFF SHOTGUNS
WHICH | KEEP IN MY ENNER-THXGH
T0 ENHANCE MY CHARACTER CONCEALED HOLSTERS ANp A 45 CALIBER
| TOOK THE MAJOR FLAW, EGUALXZER FITTED WITH A RUBY-OPTIC LASER SITE.
ALLERGIC TO POLILTRY.
I USED THE EXTRA 275 OH MMMMMMA,
NEVER MIND WHAT | SAID.
BUILDING POINTS TO BROTHER!  RUBY-OPTIC!
PURCHASE "DEAD AIN' YOLIRE KEWL, DUDEN /
AS ONE OF MY
WAJOR ABLITIES, =
I RULErYY
WELL, THAT'S A PRETTY DECENT WELL... | CANT TELL YOU T0O MUCH ABOUT MY CHARACTER. MY NAME IS
CHARACTER. DIOF. TN WPRESSRD, FAMIE DAWN AND (MA CLASS THREE OPERATIVE

OKAY SARA, YOURE UP!! LET'S

HAVE A LOOK AT YOUR CHARACTERI FOR THE N'SB. | CARRY A STANDARD ISSUE .38 REVOLVER. MY BUREAV

RECORDS HAVE BEEN SEALED BY ORDER OF THE DIRECTOR. ALL YoU

| [ I
LET'S HAVE IT, MISSYI! KNOW IS THAT | WAS RECENTLY TRANSFERRED TO THE CHICAGO OFFICE.

WHAT 1S IT THIS TIMEZ HUMZ27 WHY ALL / HMMMM, WHAT ARE
A FORMER GREENPEACE WORKER?? THE SECRECYZ? _ YOU UP TO, SARAZ?
A FARM-AID VOLUNTEER?? \ P i, '

POLITICAL ACTIVIST??

£/




HERE, PASS THIS SEALED
ENVELOPE DOWN TO BA,
IT LISTS ALL THE DETAILS
ABOLIT MY CHARACTER
THAT CAN'T BE DIVULGED

HEY, HEY, HEY ¥ ¥ WHAT THE HELL'S

GOING ON HEREZ72 WE'RE A TEAM. RIS AS FARKS YO
THERE ARENT ANY SECRETS il le
BETWEEN MEMBERS OF A TEAM! ANOTHER FEMALE AGENT - A BIT

ON THE ATTRACTIVE SIDE, MAYBE,
AND PERHAPS OVERLY INVOLVED
YEAH, COME ON, SARA. WITH HER CAREER, BUT
YOU GOTTA TELL LS YOLR

| WOULDN'T WORRY ABOUT IT.
BACKGROUND AND SKILLS.

SARA'S RIGHT GUYS, UNDER THE RULES OF
HACKNOIA SHE IS ALLOWED TO WITHHOLD

TJERKSFY GET OVER ITII AS FAR AS

CHARACTER INFORMATION FROM OTHER MEMBERS OF
THE PARTY. FOR EXAMPLE, DAVE, YOU DIDNT HAVE TO
TELL EVERYONE YOU WERE AN EX-CON.
THAT WAS YOUR CHOICE.

I'M GONNA SUBPOENA HER
RECORDS AND GET TO THE
BOTTOM OF THIS!!

WELL | DON LIKE ADVENTLRING
WITH SNEAKS
WHO HARBOR SECRETS!!

YOUR CHARACTERS KNOW, SARA HAS TOLD
YoU KVERYTHING THERE IS TO KNOW.
LOOKS, LIKE YOU'RE UP, BRIAN.

I'M N FULL SUPPORT OF
SARA ON THIS ONE, GUYS!!

PAGE 156, FIRST COLLIMN, SIXTH PARAGRAPH, LINE FOUR STATES THAT,
*THE WORLD OF HACKNOXA 15 A WORLD OF OF INTRIGUE, SHADOWY
FIGLIRES, NCERTAINTY, PARANOIA AND UNANSWERED QUESTIONS, THERE
WILL BE swumous WHERE IT 1S PRUDENT FOR A PLAYER ONLY TO
REVEAL AS MUCH INFORMATION
ABOUT HIS CHARACTER AS HE HAS
T0 - EVEN TO FELLOW AGENTS,

FROM THERE IT
INEXPLICABLY GOES
INTO SOME
MmoLoTov
COCKTAIL
RVLES.
SLOPPY EDITINGI

MY CHARACTER'S NAME IS NXGEL MOLENSKT.
| REALLY BEAT MYSELF UP WITH MAJOR AND MINOR FLAWS S0
| COULD GAIN AS MUCH STEALTH, LEAPERSHIP AND
ASSASSIN SKILLS AS POSSIBLE. AMONG OTHER THINGS,
1Tk HACKING COUGH, CLAUSTROPHOBIA, AND
NERVOUS TIC FOR A TOTAL OF 675 ADDITIONAL BUILDING POINTS.
SOME THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOLT ME; | CARRY A 9MM
MAKAROV SELF-LOAPING PISTOL 'mA MASTER
OF DISGUISELY | CARRY A COIL OF NUMBER 9 GUITAR STRING IN MY
POCKET AT ALL TIMES, OTHER THAN THAT I'M A VERY PRIVATE PERSON AND
| NEVER SOCIALIZE WITH ANY OF YOU OUTSIDE THE CONTEXT OF A MISSION,

Bﬁndle &fﬂoﬁbk'” Va.lume 4




AGAIN WITH THE SECRECY

GRAP!Y DUDE, WE'VE GOT TO
HERE SARA, PASS THIS DOWN TO BA. STICK TOGETHER. | THINK THOSE TWO
IT CONTAINS CONFIDENTIAL. INFORMATION HAVE WORKED UP SOME KIND OF
REGARDING MY CHARACTER. CONSPIRACY AGAINST LS.

EEEEEWWWWWI! A MAN

OF MYSTERY, EH??
ITHNKYERRGHTIl MY CHARACTER LOVES
fLL WATCH THE STRONG, SILENT TYPE!
YER BACK -
YOU WATCH MINE!
CHECK ! ERP.. WHEEZE..
/ CUT T OLT SARA

HOLD ON THERE, BA/I LUGER  YEAH! AND MY CHARACTER AGEN'T BRICK, IS GOING TO BREAK INTO
GREAT!I NOW THAT ALL THE 2 NGE 15'A LITTLE LEERY THE BUREAY PERSONNEL OFFICE AND LOOK AT THEIR
c*‘ﬁgﬁﬂs’:g%&m OF HIS COMPATRIOTS. | WANT TO SEALED RECORDS... SO YOU MIGHT AS WELL JUST HAND ME THOSE

" E | CAN RE i
QEADY TO BE BRIEFED FOR INvgng:;GE‘;T;g mgmn‘gr:* ;2 ﬂ:g T0 NVELOPES THEY GAVE YOU SO | CAN READ THEM
YOUR FIRST MISSION.
RESTROOM AND 'PRY' A FEW UH-OH BRIAN, | TAKE BOB'S CONFRONTATIONAL
ANSWERS OLT OF HIM. WE BETTER ATTITUDE AS A PERSONAL THREAT.
el I'M USING MY PEPPER
\ SPRAY TIE GLIP ONHM!

m I'M USING THE SECURITY GUARD ASA HUMAN SHIELD.

' GOING TO TRY AND SHOOT THE LOCK OFF OF THE FILING CABINET ONE

HEVIIBA. DID YOU HEAR MET? MORE TIME BEFORE FLEENG THE PERSONNEL OFFICE!?
I SAID I'M DROPPING THE EXPENDED
LAW ROGKET TUBE AND PICKING MY LOOKS LIKE YOURE N NOT NECESSARLY.
K -47 BACK UP. I'M GOING TO KICK N THE DOOR TO DEEP KXMSHEE, BrIAN! MY DESK IS EQUIPPED WITH
BRIAN'S OFFICEADDOA KIRK

CLAYMORE MINE
PRI'VM.\\' PANELS!Y

SHOVLDER ROLL AND COME UP BLAZING AWAY. i \

e |

-
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The Shake-Down Mission

BY DAVID S. KENZER, BRIAN JELKE AND STEVE JOHANSSON

OKAY, I'VE THOUGHT IT OVER AND THIS IS MY DECISION, LAST WEEK'S HACKNOIA ADVENTURE?2? T NEVER HAPPENED!!
MNOT LETTING 3Q-PLUS HOURS OF ADVENTURE DESIGN AND PREPARATION GO DOWN THE PRAXN. YOU IDIOTS ACCOMPLISHED
NOTHING BUT PESTROYING THE FIFTH FLOOR OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY BUREAU'S ADMNISTRATIVE
OFFICE BUILDING AND KILLING FORTY OF YOUR FELLOW AGENTS, SO WE'RE STARTING OVER AT GROLND ZERO. YOU WILL RECEIVE
YOUR MISSION BRIEFING FROM THE DIRECTOR AND WE WILL MOVE DIRECTLY INTO THE ADVENTUREIN! DO NOT PASS 60! UNDERSTANDT?

START OVERTI?

THIS SUCKSHY! 600D CALL, BA.Il LAST WEEK
BUT | WAS MAKING GOOD HEADWAY ALL THAT WORK BARRICADING WAS A TOTAL DISASTER!
IN MY INVESTIGATION OF SARA AND BRIAN. MYSELF IN MY OFFICE WASTEDI!!
YOUR OFFICE?Z DAMN!!
\ / | KNEW YOU BACK-

OKAY, YOUVE ALL RECEIVED ORDERS TO APPEAR IN THE MAIN I'M SHOWING UP AT THE MEETING THIRTY MINUTES EARLY.
CONFERENCE ROOM AT 9:00 A.M. ON MONDAY MORNING FOR YOUR I'M GOING TO CHECK FOR BUGS AND SURVEILLANCE DEVICES.
MISSION BRIEFING BY PERECTOR HEADLEY. SINCE I'LL REPLACE ANY | FIND WITH THOSE OF MY OWN.
THIS IS YOUR FIRST OFFICIAL MISSION, YOU MAY WANT TO MAKE
./ RSO CAN, oy, | | TPURPOSELY SkowNG P WHAT IS IT WITH YOU
: ‘.(fﬁ. AS YOU ENTER THE BRIEFING FIVE MINUTES LATE!l ONE OF MORONS?7 DO YOU SHARE

Ly ROOM YOU SEE MY PERSONALITY TRAITS IS THE SAME BRAINZZ
g

0KAY, PERECTOR HEADLEY INFORMS YOU THAT SOME STRANGE CROP CIRCLES HAVE RECENTLY
APPEARED IN SOME WHEAT FIELDS OUTSIDE GALGARY IN THE ALBERTA PROVINCE. HE DOESN'T WANT TO COMMIT HIS MORE
EXPERIENCED AGENTS TO SUCH A MUNDANE INVESTIGATION 50 YOU ARE BEING ASSIGNED. BRIAN WILL BE THE
TEAM LEADER. YOU ARE GIVEN PASSPORTS, AIRLINE TICKETS AND 10,000 DOLLARS FOR ANY UNPLANNED EXPENSES. DUE TO THE
FACT THAT YOU ARE INEXPERIENCED AND THIS IS A SIMPLE INVESTIGATION, NO WEAPONS WILL BE AUTHORIZED!

NO WEAPONSTT CALGARYTT THATSA

I1'5 IN CANADA, DONT WORRY GLYS. WHAT THE BRASS
THIS IS AN OUTRAGE! ~ CVIET BLOC COLNTRY! You IDIoT DOESNT KNOW, WON'T HURT THEM!!
NOBODY GOES T0 LY
ind o8 LET'S JUST SAY
i WELL HAVE A FEW
PERSONAL

EFFECTS
PACKED AWAY IN
OLR CARRY-ON
| BAGGAGE!!

— ‘) HAR HAR!!
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HEY?! HOLD ON A MINUTE BABA LOVIE!!
| HAVE A LIST OF SPECIAL EQUIPMENT AND WEAPONS I'M GOING TO

OKAY, HE DISMISSES YOU. YOUR AIRPLANE LEAVES IN TWO NEED FOR THIS MISSION. I'M GOING DOWN TO SEE GUE IN
HOLRS, YOLILL NEED TO PACK YOUR BAGS AND MEET BACK AT MISSION SUPPLY AND OUTFITTING!!!
THE AIRPORT AN HOUR BEFORE DEPARTURE.
LESTT? WERENT YOU LISTENING?? THIS IS A
SHAKE-DOWN MISSION, voupory | HELHOLINE MND
NO WEAPONS OR GADGETSI | DON'T THINK THE BUREAU HIGH-TECH GOODIES
IS GONG TO FULFILL YOR WESH LESTHY | o o i)
60 WITH YOU, BOB.
| THINK YOU'RE FORGETTING THE PERSUASIVE
POWER OF Y RESTDUAL MILITARY
BEARING. | THINK CLE SHOULD HAVE TO

MAKE A SAVING THROW.

e
lHFﬂ:Pﬂ."{

S0RRY BOB. GUE INFORMS YOU THAT THIS IS A CLASS VI MISSION:

COME ON, GUYS! WE
MINIMAL RISK TO AGENTS. NO SPECIALIZED EQUIPMENT WILL BE AUTHORIZED!! e o e T
MINIMAL RISK?TT WERE GOING
?ﬁé\’éﬁﬁrﬁ B&&:E::iﬁ:? l‘ 3 nglé:r Te  TOGALGARY FORGANDS SACEL /1 HOPING ON THE NTERNET
KEVLAR TRENCH COAT AND GALOSHES WiTH BEHIND THE FREAKIN' IRON CURTAIN! TO DOWNLOAD ANYTHING
CONCEALED TOL DAGGERS!?!? | CAN FIND ON CROP CIRCLES.

GUE TELLS YOU HE I5 BUSY AND FOR CRYING OUT LOUD!¥ YOU MANAGE TO POCKET A
T0 GET OUT OF HIS OFFICE! HE'S BUSY, HUNTT MAYEE HES STAPLER AND A HANDFUL OF PAPER CLIPS.
REALLY ANNOYED. HE EVENASKS 700 gyjsy TO NOTICE IF | POCKET

600D GOING BOB. THEY'LL COME

NGRS MO TS T ONETANGFROMMSESKBEFORE  HOODY-NOOIIP  REAL HADY F WE RN NTO
| WONDER WHAT THEY D077
DOWN ON A PIECE OF PAPER | CAN GET MY HANDS ON 'g{sE:A uﬂﬁmn SOME HEAVY COLLATING!

WHEN HE ISN'T LOOKING!!

WHY DON'T YOU DIVWY
/ / UP THE PAPER CLIPS??
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LATER AS THE TEAM TOUCHES

DOWN IN CALGARY..

CRIPES DUDE, RELAXY?
OKAY, AS YOU EXIT THE PLANE YOU ARE DIRECTED TOWARD ALMIGHTY!! WERE NSB AGENTS!!
CUSTOMS. YU BEGIN WALKING DOWN A LONG CORRIDOR - AT CUSTOMS?? AND WERE ~ WERE GAWDS TO THESE RENT-A-COP TYPES!!
THE END YOU CAN SEE A LINE OF UNIFORMED GUARDS LOADED FOR BEAR!!! WHAT
CHECKING LUGGAGE N0 PASSPORTS!Y ARE WE GOING TO D072

DAVE'S RIGHT. JUST FLASH
YER BADGES AND ACT COOL.

:S\ :\j%/;% | TOLD YOU THIS WASNT \

OKAY, | STROLL CONFIDENTLY UP TO

UH-OHI! ' QUICKLY CROTCHING

Bw'ﬁ; cnzoemum L’;MKESEPMJY A GRENADE AND SHOVING M PRETENDING M NOT WITH THESE
INTIMID ATI"O N MY 45 DOWN THE FRONT BUFFOONS!!l MAYBE | CAN CLEAR
FACTOR IN MND!! OF MY PANTS. SLETONCTERPO, THEY ST M DROPPING B
& WORLD WAR TI1. ACK 50
1 CAN COVER BOB IF

THE GUARD ASKS YOU TO \ ANYTHING GOES WRONG.

WALK THROUGH THE METAL

DETECTOR WHILE HE OPENS

\ REY -
SECONDS LATER .

GARAARALY IT'S A SET-UPlI YOU'RE RIGHT!)
m\‘ﬁi@ﬁpﬁﬁ?%&” I PULL OUT MY LUGER SOMEBODY TOLD THEM WE WERE IMFIRNG A TEAR-GAS
THE GRENADE HE CRIJTCHEb AND LAY DOWN SOME COMING!! THANK GAWD WE DIDN'T CANISTERIY THEN M
DOZEN SECLRITY GUARDS COME MACHINE AND DONNING MY
RUNNING OUT OF A SIDE-ROOMII! DAMNI! | HIT THE DECK!! JANITOR'S
/ \ PISGUISE!!

Bundle of Trouble™ Volume V
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OKAY YOU MANAGE TO PILE

UP YOLR LUGGAGE TO FORMA iy iy iy 9 TRON GAMGORDER
DEFENSIVE WALL  r0yine ook TiiS ENTIRE INCIDENT S0 WE
ONE OF THE SECURITY HAVE PROOF WE WERE AMBUSHED!
GUARDS PULLS OUT A
o SURRENDER?
10
e Sins
: IT. SOMEBODY
| YELL BACK, "WERE N'SB, | OWERORY  HAND. AS TEAM LEADER
YoU RAT BASTARDS!! WEAPDN I'M LIKELY TO BE THE
WE NEVER SURRENDERI"

FALL GUY!!

LISTEN UP GUYSHF AS TEAM LEADER
| HEREBY DECLARE THIS MISSION A BLACK -OPFY

NO WITNESSES!!Y

OKAY YOU TOSS THE A FANITOR APPARENTLY
GRENADE DOWN THE MOPPING LIP THE BLOOD.
HALLWAY AND WIPE 0T
THE ENTIRE LINE OF GREAT!Y I THOUGHT  TANTTORYTTT WHERE THE
SWAT. WE WERE GONERS. HELL DID HE COME FROM?77
OFFICERS. 1 QUICKLY LOOK AROLND, | MAKE A CALLED SHOT
ANYMORE WITNESSES?? TO THE HEAD!

THE ONLY OTHER PERSON YOU SEE 1S

WALT.. THAT'S NO
JANITORYY

HEY, YOU IDXOT2I!Y THAT TANITOR JUST HAPPENS
TOBE MEFFY M INDISGUISE - REMEMBERT?

UH... SORRY DUDE. YOUR DISGUISE

REGARDLESSIIl WHY
WAS JUST TOO GOOD!Y IN THE HELL WOULD
| DIDN'T RECOGNIZE YOLM! YOU SHOOT A

JANITOR ANYWAY?

. i
| 0

e ]
%qgﬁ A IS

i

. RAGm eay |
TnFaL, ‘p_{

3 ﬂ.("\.:\-‘l‘l‘b(
« e
gl

i

apstil

AS THE BATTLE ENSVES .

SORRY BOB, AIMING THE
STAPLER AT THE GUARD
AND SQUEEZING IT HAD NO
DISCERNABLE EFFECT. DAVE'S
GRENADE, HOWEVER,
DOES BLAST A HOLE IN THE
SIDE OF THE AIRCRAFT HANGER
LARGE ENOUGH FOR YOU TO
ALL SQUEEZE THROUGH.

12
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LATER AS THE TEAM FIGHTS THEIR WAY THROUGH DOWNTOWN CALGARY..

I'M SURE THESE SEWER TUNNELS WILL EVENTUALLY

OKAY, | LIFT THE MANHOLE COVER AND LEAD US OUTSIDE THE CITY, FROM THERE WE CAN
POP MY HEAD UP. DO | SEE ANYTHING?Z FIND OUR WAY TO THE CROP CIRCLES AND
TRY TO SALVAGE OUR MISSION.

GEEZE LOVEEZE! !
CAN YOU IMAGINE HAVING TO LIVE

OH YOU SEE SOMETHING ALRIGHT!! IN A POLICE STATE LIKE THIS?? I'™ DONNING MY LUMBER JTACK

THERE ARE POLXCE CARS DISGUISE. IF WE GET IN A PINCH
ON EVERY CORNER AND | SHOULD BE ABLE TO PASS MYSELF
HELZCOPTERS OFF AS A LOCAL.

COMBING THE SKIES!!

il '- e Wz
: @) B a

A WEE BIT LATER...
SEET? HUNMTTIToLp  DID YOUNOTICE HIS REACTION WHEN | MADE THOSE

OKAY, YOU 6UYS SCOUT OUT THE PARKING LOT OF CROP CIRCLES N MY MASHED
, YOU THAT FRY COOK
R STLLY GOAT KIETIR'S b it POTATOESYT He DEFNITELY KOS
INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER ¢ g Gy
PICK-UP TRUCK WITH THE KEYS IN THE IGNITION, MY Asan DO YOU THINK STEALING A RENTI? AND
\ VEHICLE 15 WISE?? WE HAVE  LEAVE A PAVER
) CASH.WE COULDRENT A TRAILZZ TOLD YoU
S, SR CAR AND.. SARA - | DECLARED
g e ap TR SO \ THIS A BLACK0P!
UPII IT MAY BE A
BLEEDING
VLCER!!

LATER AT THE CROP CIRCLES...
EXCELLENT!Y LOOKS LIKE THE RIGHT PLACE FOLKS. DAVE, DO A VIDEO CAPTURE OF THE
Y el i AGEAWITH Y02 § TRON INFRARED GAMCORDER. BOB, YOULL HEASLRE
ANEYE-IN-THE-SKY RADIATION LEVELS AND TAKE SOXL SAMPLES. SARA,

SATELLITE LINK. YOR | WANT YOU TO USE YOUR COMPACT MIRROR LASER OPTIC SURVEY
COORDINATES ARE VERIFIED - YOU ARE UNXT T0GET SOME ACCURATE MEASUREMENTS. LET'S GET TO IT FOLKS!!
AT THE CORRECT SITE. ACCORDING TO .

! RADIATION LEVELST  /MONIT! CROP CIRCLES - A TERRANCE BRICK
Mook ol B %EAN 1 DON'T KNOW IF | SHOLLLD BE PRODUCTION. COMING TO A THEATRE NEAR YOUI!
RG PICKENS MESSING AROLND WITH RADIATION - /
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OKAY, AS YOU ARE BUSY WITH YOUR INVESTIGATION YOU
SUDDENLY HEAR A LOUD NOXSE COMING FROM
THE HORIZON. LOOKING LP YOU ARE SURPRISED TO SEE A
HUMONGOUS COMBINE MOVING THROUGH
THE WHEAT TOWARD THE CROP CIRCLES.

WEVE GOT TO STOP
HI MY (M ASSEMBLING THE PIECES OF
THE MINIATURE-MORTAR N

WAXIT!YY HE'S JUST A HARMLESS
FARMER!! WE DON'T HAVE TO KILL HIMI!

APPARENTLY THE FARMER IS HARVESTING
HIS WHEAT CROP.

HUHNTY THE BASTARD IS TRYING TO
DESTROY THE EVIDENCE!Il THE COMMIES
MUST HAVE GOTTEN TO HIM!

MY SHAVING KiT! HMMMMM. SHE MAY BE RIGHT, DAVE.

WE MAY WANT TO TAKE HIM ALIVE
FoR INTERROGATION
PURPOSES.

TRY TO DISABLE THE COMBINE
WITHOUT HITTING THE CAB.

YOUR THIRD MORTAR SHELL STRIKES THE THRASHING
BLADES OF THE COMBINE, DAVE. A HUGE BILLOWING CLOLD OF
SMOKE RISES UP INTO THE AIR AS THE FLAMES FROM THE
EXPLOSION SETS THE WHEAT FIELD ON FIRE!

‘ THE CAB DOOR FLIES
Vo~ OPEN AND THE FARMER
. LEAPS FROM THE
IV COMBINE, CLUTCHING A
HUNTING RIFLE.

AS A WALL OF FLAME SWEEPS TOWARD YOU - SHOTS SUDDENLY RING
0UT. BOB YOU ARE HIT FOR 15 POINTS OF DAMAGE! A VOICE CRIES OUT,
'HOOT MON! Y pAT'S MA PRIZED COMBINE vA
DESTROYEDII! I'M A GONNA MAKE YA PAY WIT YER LIFE."

WAIT A MINUTE...
THAT LAME ITCANTBEINO  WHO DID HE SAY
ACCENT?? WAY IN HELLY! OWNED THIS

IT ALMOST SOUNDS LIKE... FARM AGAINZ?
PICKENS!!
RG. PICKENS.
(6ULP)

RED GURDY PICKENS???:

WITH A SQUIRREL. GUNI!

NOT RED GLRDY, BUT REX \ \

PAMN ETH! THE FIRE IS
GOING TO DESTROY THE
EVIDENGE AND WE WONT BE

IMSLAPPN'N  ABLE TO COMPLETE THE MISSIONLI!
ANOTHER THIS 15 GOING TO BE A BLEMISH
GURDY PICKENS!! I CHUCK A ILL TRY TO MAGAZINE! ON MY RECORD, GRARXFY
GREAT GREAT GRANDSON OF NONE-  PRAGMENTARY OUTFLANK HIMI
OTHER! AND HE JUST GRENADE AT HIM! \
HAPPENS TO BE A CRACK SHOT £

* See Bundle of Trouble Volume Two [KoDT #4] “Streets of Muskeegie”
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GURDPY MANAGES TO SHOOT YoU
IN THE HAND, BOB, BEFORE YOU CAN
TOSS THE GRENADE. IT LANDS AT

SNICKER!

/ WIMP WITH BLEEDIN' ULCERSI!

P

giih

OKAY DAVE, AS YOU ARE LOW-CRAWLING TRYING TO

OKAY, BUT YOUR BURLY soog BVILD Just
| ABSORB HALF THAT DAMAGE WITH MY DROPPED DOWN T0 FRAZL BODPY BVILD.
YOUR FEET AND DETONATES. YOU K"%&fﬁ'&?ﬁ&?ﬂ% THE PAMN, BOBZY REX GURDY REALLY
TAKE ANOTHER 50 POINTS EXPENDING 10 POINTS OF STRENGTH IN SRS el AR NN s T A
OF DAMAGE!!
EXCHANGE FOR A LUCK POINT!!

LET'S TAKE THIS
HAY-SEED OUT!I!

OUTFLANK GURDY YOU SUDDENLY FIND YOURSELF

THROUGH THE SMOKE YOU SEE GURDY
RUNNING FOR A FARMHOUSE IN THE
NOSE-TO-NOSE WITH HS PIT BULL, NICE DOGGIE!! DISTANGE. HES:GOT A 6000 START 0N YU
GNAWBONE?! ¥ ROLL FOR INITIATIVE!! NICE DOGGIE!! RN, MY LITTLE WEVE 60T T0 570
IRISH FRIEND! HIMIlI HE'S GOING TO
I' RELOADING MY LUGER AND ATTEMPTING TO \ CALL FOR HELP!I
CIRCLE AROUND IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION. ]

OKAY BOB, AS YOU ARE SEARCHING THE MAYLOFT YOU ARE SUDDENLY SURPRISED BY REX GURDY
PICKENS!Y HE WAS WEARING AN KMPROVISED BUNGIE-SUIT MADE OF STRAW S0 YOU
COULDN'T SEE HIM. HE GETS YOU IN A MANHEIM CHOKEHOLD AND MANAGES TO DISARM YOU. HE CROP CIRCLES HAVE BEEN
THEN PROCEEDS T0 PXSTOLWHIP Y0U SENSELESS WITH YOUR OWN LUGER.

GARRAXY ILL ATTEMPT TO
GOUGE HIM IN THE EYES WITH

Bﬁndle of Trouble™ Volume V
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BRIAN, THIS IS RIDICULOUS. THE

DESTROYED. THERE'S NO POINT N
BEING HERE. WE SHOULD GET
I'M SETTIN' THE BARN ON FIRE TO

OUT OF PDODGE!
SMOKE HIM LTI | ANT GETTIN
YOU HARD-OF-HEARINGZ72
MY FINGERS! BEANED WITH A ”0‘255/5”05 AGAIN. THIS IS A BLACK-OP!

NO WITNESSES!!




Inttrnallg Yours BY JOLLY R. BLACKBURN AND DAVID 5. KENZER

OKAY, YOU MANAGE TO SET DOWN THE HEFACKED .
GANADIAN ATRLINER ON THE WATERS OF LAKE FACE THE MUSIC!? HERO'S WELCOMET?

MICHIGAN. YOUR LIFE RAFT IS EVENTUALLY PICKED UP BY A YOU HEAR THAT?#7 THEYRE YOU IDIOT!! WE KILLED 132
RECREATIONAL BOATER WHO TAKES YOU BACK TO SHORE. PLANNING SOME KIND INNOCENT CITIZENS -
§ OF HEROD'S WELCOME!! GANADIAN CITIZENS AT
|
WELL?? ARE YOU GUYS ol Ao THATE
GOING BACK TO NSB L SAW NOTHINGI
HEADGUARTERS THERE WERE NO LISTEN UP GLYS,
TOM’AgE '";‘ WITNESSES wﬁ'}iﬁ&ﬁf
USICY
REMEMBER? I SCRIPTED A COVER
\ STORY.

Lt Gt Lo !
LATER, IN HEADLEY'S OFFICE...
OKAY, HEADLEY ENTERS THE OFFICE AND HE REALLY LOOKS UPSET. HIS sUIT I DESHEVELED, HE HAS A THREE DAY
GROWTH OF BEARD. HE LOOKS LIKE HE HASN'T SLEPT SINCE HE LAST SAW YOU. HE SITS DOWN AT THE TABLE. YOU NOTICE HE IS
CLENCHING HIS FISTS 50 TIGHTLY THAT HIS FINGERS ARE TURNING PURPLE. YOU CAN ALSO HEAR HIM GRINDING HIS TEETH. AFTER A LONG

PAUSE HE CLEARS HIS THROAT AND IN A VOICE QUIVERING WITH RESTRAINT HE CALMLY ASKS, “CAN | HAVE YOUR MISSION REPORT?

WHAT THE HELL S AWH MAN, DON'T YOU SEE? HE BATTEN DOWN REMEMBER - EVERYONE
G":"fg"sﬁom [*I‘I'(SE WAS WORRIED TO DEATH ABOUT THE HATCHES!! STICKS TO THE
. US?2 | THINK HE LIKES US. COVER-STORY. WE GOT
HE'S ABOUT TO HAVE / NOTHING TO WORRY ABOLIT!

A CORONARY!!!

EXPENSE REPORTTYT NOBODY SAID ANYTHING ABOUT
EXPENSE REPORTS?2Z | WANT REIMBURSEMENT FOR MY MEDICAL
EXPENSES THEN. | BLEW A BIG WAD ON TUMS AND PEPTO. COME TO

OH..UH..B.A, BEFORE WE
JUMP INTO THE DEBRIEFING

| WANT TO MAKE SURE THINK OF IT - | WANT TO BE REIMBURSED FOR THAT CHEESEBLRGER!!
HEADLEY GETS MY (AHEM)
EXPENSE REPORT | WANT TO BE REIMBURSED HEY, DO YOUR OWN
FOR THE MISSION. | WANTED FOR THE 95 STITCHES EXPENSE REPORTS THEN.
TO HAND MY (AHEM) REPORT | PAID FOR OUT-OF-POCKET
TO HIM PERSONALLY!! FOR THOSE \

DOG BITES!!
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WITH GREAT CONFIDENCE, BRIAN PRESENTS
THE ‘COVER STORY' TO HEADLEY.

[T WAS AT THIS POINT THAT THE ALEVUTIAN
FREEDOM FIGHTERS RELEASED A MIND
ALTERING NEURO-GAS INTO THE PLANE'S

VENTILATION SYSTEM. BY THE TIME WE HAD LANDED AT CALGARY
THE PASSENGERS HAD BEEN DRIVEN UTTERLY AND
COMPLETELY MAD?¥ FORTUNATELY, OUR INTENSE NSB
TRAINING ALLOWED LS TO RETAIN OLR SANITY AND WE TRIED OUR

BEST TO MAINTAIN ORDER, WE
\ ‘%f _ WATCHED IN HORROR AS THE
/ ™S PASSENGERS,IN A MOB
FRENZY, RUSHED
&Y ) THE CUSTOMS STATION.
\

WHAT FOLLOWED
WAS A BLOOD BATH.
| (CHOKE) DONT THINK
I'LL EVER GET OVER

THE SIGHT OF...

FORTY FIVE MINUTES LATER..

.TO OUR SHOCK WE DISCOVERED OUR RESCUERS WERE ACTUALLY
MEMBERS OF A MILITANT FRINGE MORMON
SECT YET UNIDENTIFIED BY THE NB. THEIR AIM, FROM WHAT
| GATHERED THROUGH MY LIMITED CONTACT WITH THEM, IS TO
LIBERATE UTAH AND ESTABLISH A FREE AND INDEPENDENT
NATION. WE WERE SIMPLY UNFORTUNATE ENOUGH TO UNKNOWINGLY
DISRUPT THEIR CALGARY BASE OF OPERATIONS - THE FARM HOUSE
WHERE THE CROP CIRCLES HAD APPEARED. BOUND AND GAGGED,
WE WERE PLACED ON THE HIJACKED AIRLINER. THEIR PLAN WAS
T0 DROP OUR BODIES ON THE UTAH EMBASSY STEPS IN CHICAGO TO
RAISE AWARENESS OF THEIR CAUSE. FORTUNATELY, WE WERE ABLE
TO BREAK FREE AND WRESTLE CONTROL OF THE PLANE FROM...

FINALLY, BRIAN CONCLUDES HIS REPORT

HEADLEY LOOKS AROUND THE TABLE
GIVING EACH OF YOU A STERN LOOK.
*50?" HE ASKS TAPPING HIS FINGERS
ON THE TABLE TOP, "IS THERE
ANYTHING ELSE ANYONE WANTS TO
ADD TO THE REPORT#7"

/

YEAH, IN THE FUTURE YOU SHOULD WARN
AGENTS ABOUT TRAVELLING ABROAD.
CUSTOMS IS5 A BITCHM!

HEY DUDE, DOES THE BUREAU HAVE A MONEY
CHANGING DEPARTMENT?Z | GOT STUCK WITH

A POCKET FULL OF CANADIAN COINS!
SOMEBODY JUST REMEMBER
SHOOT ME!! GUYS - STICK TO

THE STORY.

HEADLEY IS FIT TO BE TIED!” HE UNLEASHES A TORRENT OF ABSOLUTE VENOMOUS RAGE AGAINST
YOU!!! THE VEINS ON HIS FOREHEAD ARE VISIBLY THROBBING. THE POOR MAN IS LITERALLY FROTHING AT THE MOUTH. YOU ARE
FORCED TO ENDURE HIS VERBAL ATTACKS FOR NEARLY FORTY MINUTES AS HE TALKS ABOUT WAR WITH CANADA BENG
NARROWLY AVERTED, THE PRESIDENT CHEWING HIS BEHIND, CONGRESSTONAL COMMITTEES BEING FORMED..

ENOVGH FLAVOR  WHAT THE HELL WOWII! HE'S src{rledrs:'T éﬂéﬁé@ﬁﬁm
TEXTYY ARE WE READY TO IS THIS GUY'S REALLY UPSET!! WERE NO WITNESSES!
TALK PROMOTIONS AND PROBLEM? p

EXPERIENCE POINTS YET?2

17
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OH YEAH, ABOUT YOUR “STORY". HEADLEY OPENS A HEADLEY DISMISSES YOU.. OH, SARA, HEADLEY SAYS

REPORT AND READS THE 'REAL' DETAILS OF YOUR BUNGLED HE HAS SOME QUESTIONS ABOLT 'CAHEM) YOuR

MISSION. HE HAS ALL THE FACTS - THE. MASSACRE EXPENSE REPORT. HED LIKE YOU
AT THE CUSTOMS STATION, THE GUN TO ACCOMPANY HIM TO LUNCH TO DISCUSS IT.

BRAWL IN DOWNTOWN CALGARY,EVEN OH... BLUSH).. | KNEW | FUDGED MY MATH ON THOSE
THE 40,000% MISSION FUND 508 REPORTED TOTALS. YES, ID BE GLAD TO HAVE LUNCH WITH HIM.
LOST BUT POCKETED. AS HE'S READING THE REPORT HE BEGINS

SHAKING SO BADLY WITH ANGER THAT HE HAS TO PALSE AND HOW THE HELL DID HE BREAK OUR

\ WIPE THE SWEAT FROM HIS FOREHEAD. COVER-UP?2 WE ALL STUCK TO OLR STORY!

HE INFORMS YOU THAT YOU ARE HEY WHY IS
ALLON PROBATION - | BET THAT DAMN SARA OFF
WITH THE EXCEPTION OF SARA, STAPLER WAS THE HOOK?22

) THE REST OF YOU WILL BE SOME KIND OF BUG OR LUNCH??

§ _~  ASSIGNED DESK JOBS AT NSB SOMETHING!!
HEADQUARTERS UNTIL THE |
INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETED.
N

b iy B , WELL...ER.. UH... TO TELL YOU
KOOCHEE MAMA 'M SMELLIN THE TRUTH GUYS NOTHING IS WE TRUSTED YOU

A RAT IN THE GOING ON. | JUST... ER.. UK.. - JAMIE DAWNZY

FOR HEADLEY OR SOMETHING?? NESTI! WE TRUSTED YOU AS ONE
WHAT GIVES!? \ \ OF 0L OWN!

B.A. BLEW MY COVER ANYWAY.

NEWS BULLETIN FOR YOU GUYS!!t OF COURSE... YOUR CHARACTERS DON'T KNOW THAT...
JAMIE DAWN I5 A MEMBER OF AND YOU... YOU... CAN'T ACT ON THAT KNOWLEDGE...
INTERNAL AFFAIRSY? g YOU KNOW THAT?? ..RIGHT?? GUYSTTT

| .
| WAS ASSIGNED TO THIS
TEAM TO HELP WEED OUT
CORRUPTION AND
INCOMPETENCE
NOTHING PERSONAL, BUT IT
WAS MY JOB TO
REPORT THE TRUTH.
THANKS TO YOUR LITTLE
“BLACK-OP"
| EXPECT TO BE PROMOTED AT
LEAST TWO SKILL LEVELS!!
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TRAITOR!!! BLAM! BLAM!
BLAM ¥ ¥ THREE CALLED SHOTS TO SARA'S
HEAD. BLAMY BLAMY! BLAM/
THREE CALLED SHOTS TO HEADLEY'S HEADI!

ROT IN HELLI! YOU
]
\ ‘ T RAT BASTARDSI!

I'M SORRY SARA. BOB'S ATTACK COMPLETELY CAUGHT YOU
AND DIRECTOR HEADLY OFF GUARD. YOU'RE BOTH
DEAD. YOUR BRAINS SPLATTERED AGAINST THE WALLS,
DRIPPING DOWN THE VARIOUS CHARTS AND...

\

SHUT VP! JUST SHUT VP, BAX!Y SHUT UPY | DONT WANT TO
HEAR A LONG DESCRIPTION ABOUT MY BRAXIN-GOO RUNNING DOWN
THE WALLS? Y I'VE HAD IT Up TO HERE WITH You!l YoU BUMBLING
IDXOT!X! YOU..(SPUTTER) YOU..(SPUTTER) YOU BLEW MY COVER!!

WORSE YET - YOU LET... (SPUTTER) YOU LET THESE EMBECILES ACT ON
KNOWLEDGE THEIR CHARACTERS DIDN'T EVEN KNOW.
I.. (SPUTTER) I.. (SPUTTER). | AM NOT A HAPPY CAMPER RIGHT NOW!!!

| THINK | HAD BETTER
LEAVE BEFORE | START
TEARING DOWN THE WALLS!!

H e wi ééperRUGﬁead a blr by showing Sara so angry she had to leave. Nore the two panels where the guys aren’t saying anyrhfng
We were once again playing with timing, by forcing the read to pause as the reader moved on to the next panel.
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OKAY, WE ARRANGE THE BODIES SO IT LOOKS LIKE THEY BEFORE WE CALL SECURITY I'M

SHOT EACH OTHER. 'M PUTTING MY LLIGER IN SARA'S ILL GRAB SARA'S  SHOOTING MYSELF IN THE ARM
HAND. THEN WE'LL CALL SECURITY. WELL TELL THEM  pEPORT AND DESTROY  WITH BOB'S GUNI!I | WANT IT TO
SARA WAS A SPURNED LOVER AND SHOT ITIii! NOW NOBODY LOOK LIKE | TRIED TO TAKE A
HEADLEY BEFORE KILLING HERSELF!!! KNOWS NOTHIN'! BULLET FOR HEADLEY BY
50... YOURE TELLING THEM \ / ek
SARA SHOT HERSELF IN THE

HEAD THREE TIMEST?

WHOAH. THAT'S A DAWN GOOD DEAYL  y, coraTy U TWO COME OUT SHELLIG LIE. 1 s ot T RGKEF
! | IDEAL! T00 MANY
SOMEBODY SHOOT HE IN THE ABDOMENI! poce you TOOK A BULLET FORTHE BIG GUYIL ' 4gpape Dt (TES THE
WHAT ABOUT ME?Z I'M GOING TO LOOK LIKE A RECOGNITION FACTOR
FREAKIN' COWARD SITTIN HERE WITH NO WOLNDS,
IF YOU KNOW WHAT | NEAN.
SHOOT ME A COUPLE OF TIMES, WILLYA??

I'MIN
HELLIM \

Of course, the guys hardly miss a beat.
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Pl'gillg Eges BY JOLLY R. BLACKBURN AND DAVID 5. KENZER

OKAY, THE BUREAV'S SPECTAL INGUIRY COMPLETES ITS INVESTIGATION. YOU
HAVE ALL BEEN CLEARED OF ANY WRONG DOING. YOU ARE REMOVED FROM PROBATION AND PLACED
BACK ON THE ACTIVE AGENT LIST AND ELIGIBLE FOR FIELD ASSIGNMENTS ONCE AGAIN.

GREAT!Y NOW THAT MY

| TOLD YOU GREASING A FEW PALMS WITH HARAAZY SigA g'—é’:fgﬁ’é‘m\g gﬁi‘gﬁ

MISSED ouT!!f CLIMB TO THE TOP!!

THAT TEN GRAND WOULD DO THE TRICK!!

OKAY, THE NEW DIRECTOR, WARKOWSK X, SUMMONS YOU FOR A MISSION BRIEFING IN HIS OFFICE. HE TELLS YOU HE IS GIVING YOU
A VERY IMPORTANT ASSIGNMENT - ONE THAT COLULD POSSIBLY DETERMINE THE FUTURE OF THE INSB ITSELF. THE LIVES OF YOUR
FELLOW AGENTS ARE AT STAKE. DURING A RECENT XN-HOUSE EVALUATION, EVIDENCE WAS UNCOVERED THAT A MOLE
HAS INFILTRATED THE RANKS OF THE NSB. YOUR JOB IS TO FIND OUT WHO THE DOUBLE AGENT IS AND TO ELIMINATE HIM.

A MOLE? THIS SUCKSYY ANYONE COULD BE
IN OUR RANKS?277 THE MOLE!!! WE CANT TRUST ANYBODY!!

LEAVE IT TO US,
| WISH YOU HADN'T \
KLLED FAMEE q
- DAWN, DUDE saexs P~y

CHIEF!I! WE'LL
SNIFF THAT PIG-DOG
GOOD AT SOLVING
MYSTERIES AND STUFF.

SNITCH ouTH

*iﬁﬁilﬂiﬁﬁfﬂ

st

WARKOWSKI NICE WORK, NUMB DICE!! WE JUST GET
LOOKS VISIBLY SHAKEN ,Ha'[ ggA;OTJ“ SORRY DUDE. | DIDNT KNOW HE  REINSTATED AND NOW WARKOWSKI IS
WHEN YOU SAY THAT THINK YOURE WAS LISTENING. | WAS JUST  ABOUT TO BLOW THE WHISTLEI! WERE
DAVE!! HE TURNS A POING?I? THINKING HOW BADLY WE COULD GOING TO HAVE TO TAKE HIM OUTI!
LITLEFALE N0 UUSE SARA RIGHT NOW! 7
FIRST I GOTTA

HIMSELF.

QUICKLY EXCUSES \

/ HIT THE CAN!Y
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OH, I SEEXY IT'S MY FAULT SARA'S DEAD?27 IS THAT
IT22 WELL SHE'S THE ONE WHO WAS GOING AROUND RATTING
ONUS. OR DID YOU FORGET THAT?
HER AND HER LITTLE SECRET NOTES 10 BA!
| KNEW SOMETHING WAS FISHY WHEN SHE WOULDNT TELL
US EVERYTHING THERE WAS TO KNOW ABOUT HER
CHARACTER. IT WAS A DEAD GIVE AWAY -

WE SHOULD HAVE KILLED HER ON THE SPOT!!

I AGREEYY IF IT HADNT BEEN FOR BRIAN
STICKING UP FOR HER AND THROWING THOSE
RULES IN OUR FACE ABOUT NONDISCLOSURE
OF CHARACTER INFORMATION | WOULD HAVE
THROWN A HISSY-FITI IT JUST AIN'T RIGHT.

PLAYERS SHOULD STICK TOGETHER.

AMEN BROTHERY! Y WHAT
SURPRISED THE HELL OUT OF ME WAS
THAT EVEN BRIAN WOULDNT TELL US
EVERYTHING ABOUT HIS CHARACTER. HE

KNOWS BETTER THAN...

YEAH!! TALK ABOUT NOT
BEING ABLE TO TRUST
ANYBODY!!

22

JUMPIN BAJEEMERS! QuICK LET'S
T THINK BRIAN wor sranss wioE  GURACTER S
IS THE MOLE!! e
» BUT BRIANII WE GOTTABE SURE  WHILE HE'S
- ABOUT THIS. LETSNOT WAKE 1N THE JOHN!
ANY HASTY CALLED SHOTS TO
THE HEAD OR ANYTHING.
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THIS CALLS FOR A LITTLE

PAMNY CcANYOU STEALTH AND WIT!!l COVER FOR
BELIEVE THAT?22 HE TOOK ME!!! I'M GOING TO HIDE UNDER
IT WITH HIMZ2 THAT NAH, IT DOESN'T MEAN THE TABLE. SSSHHHHHHHI!
CLINCHES ITI!!t SOMETHING IS A THING. HE ALWAYS HERE HE COMESI!
DEFINITELY GOING ON!! TAKES HIS CHARACTER
SHEET TO THE CAN.

HEY BA,, YOU NEED TO PUT OUT ANOTHER ROLL OF TOILET PAPER IN THE
BATHROOM. YER ALL OUT. 50... ARE WE READY TO TAKE OUT WARKOW...
HEY?222 WHERE THE HELL DXID BOB GO??

HE... UH... HE WENT OUT TO
GET SOMETHING FROM HIS
CAR. HE'LL BE RIGHT BACK.

THE BROWNING GP OF COURSE!! IT'S

UH.. HEY BRIANI! (GLILP) YOU PROBABLY KNOW THE I8l HLUGETD TiE WD e
(GLLP) WELL, AS SOON ANSWER TO THIS. UH... ER... WHICH PISTOL HAS MORE T A CRAPPY 22 CALIBER
FQOSMBU‘E]ETHSI saéi*é PUNCHING POWER - THE snowugnen GP WEAPON. THAING OF CHANGNG
WE’L[TP'C'E.UP WHEEE ’5 0R THE BM"“I"G‘ NOM D‘t YOUR WEAPON OF CHOICE?
WE LEFT OFF. \
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NO... UH... (ACKK!) HELL, THERE ARE LOTS OF PEOPLE WHO

l... UH... UH... WAS JUST SWEAR BY SLCH THINGS AS SWITCH G““
CURIOUS, THAT'S ALL. SAY, BLADES, GARROTES, STUN-GUNS, v“‘l
WHAT WOULD YoU (GULP) WHATEVER. BY MY RECKONING, HOWEVER,
UH... RECOMMEND AS FAR NOTHING BEATS THE RAW NAKED POWER OF 4’30
AS A 600D CLOSE THE HUMAN FISTX#Y T
DEFENSE WEAPON?7? \
/ WOULDN'T YOU AGREE...
BOBBY-BOY??

AFEW MINVUTES LATER..

WHORAH DUDEY XY DEJA-VUI YOU LOOK EXACTLY
LIKE YOU DID WHEN YOU ACCIDENTALLY PEED ON THAT
VOLTAGE METER BEHIND THE MALL!!

(GROAN) WELL... AT LEAST
| PROVED BRIAN WAS THE MOLE.

BRAVOY BRAVOY!
WELL. DONE, BA!l THAT WAS THE
BEST DAMN ADVENTURE
YOU EVER RAN!

ILL TELL MY KIDS
ABOUT THIS ONE!!
BRAVO!YY

We spent a lot of time rewriting and redrawing the final story in this issue, Prying Eyes. The final panel is one of my favorites. If you
look back at the close-up of BA on page 4, you'll see how the whole thing wraps up nicely, full circle.. The moral: fun adventures are all
a matter of perspective. Kudas KoDT Development Team. - Dave
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BY JOLLY R. BLACKBURN

o (]
Th’ Bar"ng" n'btlllon WITH DAVID 5. KENZER, BRIAN JELKE AND STEVE JOHANSSON
OKAY, AS YOU REACH THE TOP OF THE SAND DUNE WELL... WERE 0BVIOUSLY LOSTY

YOUR HEARTS SINK. THERE IS NOTHING BUT T&ﬁggﬁg | THIEK WEE SHOULD FORGET ABOUT ‘THE
SAND AND WASTELAND ror As FAR AROUND IN THIS DESERT FOR A 0‘% I%@ﬂﬁg:}:vﬁ ;Tﬁ i
Ry Vg Lk e CHECKING OUR WATER SUPPLY - HOW IS 77

SECRET TEMPLE MY

ASS!¥ | THINK THAT OLD FART / DAMN, | KNOW THAT TEMPLE 15
AT THE BAZAAR RIPPED LIS OFF OUT HERE: SOMEWHERE.

WITH A FAKE MAP!l

BY MY CALCULATIONS YOU HAVE JUST DIDNT I TELL YA TO QUIT GIVING THAT
ENOUGH WATER TO LAST ANOTHER DAY. STUPID COW ALL THAT WATER??? WELL, WE BETTER START RATIONING
AND IT LOOKS LIKE YOU HAVE ENOUGH NOW WERE SCREWED!? THE WATER AND MAKE IT LAST AS
FOOD TO LAST TWO DAYS, LONG AS POSSIBLE!!
IT LOOKS PRETTY BACK OFF JACKY?Y CHELSE
GRIM, FOLKS!! ISN'T TAKIN' THIS DESERT HEAT T0O RELAX GUYSY
WELL!! SHE'S WEARING HERSELF OUT I THINK YOU'RE
SINKING IN THIS DAMN SAND!! FORGETTING SOMETHING.

WE STILL HAVE THAT BAG OF HEFTY HEY ¥ ¥ THE BIG GUY
GAPACITY WE TOOK FRoM OL'ROT 15 RIGHT!Il WE PUT Mrgﬂgl{ A;Lo Ag%lrggﬂg!l!; m&s 1:21 i
? REMEMBER?? ALL KINDS OF CRAP IN
it e e b THERE!! TRIED TO STEAL IT FOR HIMSELF. | DON'T EVEN

1 .
FILLING THAT BAG WITH ALL KINDS OF SUPPLIES. REMENBER WHAT'S N IT ANYMORE!

WELL... LET'S NO PROBLEMO!

FIND OUT! | HAVE AN
INVENTORY
LIST INmY
BRIEFCASE.

"The flavor text for this strip was inspired by The Secret Temple of Adajy. a KenzerCo fantasy adventure set in the Klngdoms
Kalamar. The KODT Development team had just completed writing it & couple of months prior to the pumicaﬂon of this issua

‘See Bundle a! Trouble Volume Two {KODT#4J A Ho!s Lot of Trouble”
A lot of readers single out Barringer's Rebellion as one of thelr favorite stnps The story was originally inspired by one of my old. pfayers (mm
who once aftempted fo use a Bag of Holding as a ‘trofan horse'in order to sneak two dozen mercenarnes into a well guarded keep. Theplanfnf(aq’ Mm
soon focused his attention on other conquests. Several weeks later we were sitting around the table and Michael and the other players were buying pi
before heading for the dungecn. “Oh my god!” he suddenly screamed oul, ‘I still have 24 men-at-arms in my Bag of Holding!" When !halaugmprm down
| did some calculations and announced that since four months of game time had tranapmad. anly one aokﬂar was stil alive and he was very msad ftr I

“out, | ruled, thamewasrhasolaswwvara!a “Donner Party’. —doly \
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LET'S SEE WHAT WE HAVE HERE...HMMMMM.... 2017 ARROWS, 1 DLES, TWO ROWBOATS, 8 OARS, 4 TENTS, 18 WINTER
6 OF EVERY WEAPON IN THE PLAYER'S HANDBOOK, &1 DAGGERS, BSA?INQEA#S, A 60 Fgg'r Ex-?ogp?smNBL:ngg, 1246 CRESSBOW
BLACKSMITH TOOLS, FIVE BARRELS OF COAL, TWO ARMOIRE), A CANISTER OF FURNITURE POLISH, 187962 COPPER
CATAPULTS, THREE BALLISTAE, ONE BRONZE-REINFORCED RAM PIECES, A PAIR OF MUDDY BOOTS, A PEWTER SALT SHAKER SET,
ROD NAMED DOOMBRINGER, SIX SUITS OF +4 PLATEMAIL (TAKEN TWO CASES OF RYE WHISKEY, A KEG OF GRAIN ALCOHOL, 25,500
FROM THE FANGDUZER BOYS), B KETTLES OF GREEK FIRE, ONE BAKED BRICKS, 220 BAGS OF MORTAR, 762 BAGS OF SAND.,..
SAUSAGE GRINDER, FIVE WOLF PELTS, 12 WAGONS
(UNASSEMBLED), ONE DOSE OF JOHNNY RED BLARNEY'S
MAGICAL-CLIRE-ALL-TONIC (GUARANTEED TO CLRE HEY, | THOUGHT | CALLED
HANG-OVERS, HEADACHES, CATARACTS, SYPHILIS, ULCERS AND

DIBS ON THOSE BOOTS AGES
OTHER COMMON HOUSEHOLD AILMENTS)..... AGO, WHAT GIVES?

DUDE, THOSE BOOTS
OO0OH!!! FRESH ARE OGRE-SIZED / STILL NO WATER?
SAUSAGE!

...FIVE GREEN TOWELS', A SILVER TRAY WITH TOENAIL .THREE MONTH SUPPLY OF IRON RATIONS FOR EACH OF LS, 50
CLIPPINGS, A STUFFED CAT CARCASS, A ROCK?, 1000 TEN-FOOT SKINS OF THE FINEST WINE, SEVENABARRELS OFEJ:VATER, SEVEN
WOODEN PLANKS, 5 SACKS OF NAILS, A HAND SAW, FOUR CLAW MILES OF STRONG ROPE, 100 TORCHES, 200 FLASKS OF OIL, 10
HAMMERS, A MANUIAL. ON CONSTRUCTING SMALL FORTRESSES HOODED LANTERNS, 10 BULLSEYE LANTERNS, A SNAKE SKIN, TWO
AND DEFENSE WORKS, MY ENTIRE LIBRARY OF SPELL BOOKS, AN WAR DRUMS, A BOX OF DUNGEON DEBRIS, A BAG OF CHALK. A
EMPTY PARROT CAGE, A BROKEN PADLOCK, A STATUE OF THOR

SPOOL. OF SILK, A WAR CHARIOT (WITH A WHEEL MISSING),..
(STOLEN FROM THE TOWN PLAZA IN GREEBLY), A RUSTY FORK,.. SR WNE NI DT W R )
HOODY-HOO!! (uiew) i s
| WAS THE ONE WHO SUGGESTED FOOD AND WATER!!
THE HAND SAW - REMEMBER?? BecTERbs D

WERE |
SAVED!

..THREE TAPESTRIES, A GAZEEBO-PELT®, A FISHING POLE AND

TACKLE, A BAG OF FERTILIZER, ONE MACAW FEATHER (WAGIC), T A
A COPY OF CRIMSON LOTUS' JOURNAL, A BEAVER TRAP, A ALITTLE PROBLEME!
FUNNY-LOOKING STICK, A TURTLE SHELL, AND... UH. ER....... /
\ 7
VH-OHY? A

UH-0H222 WHAT DO
YOU MEAN UH-0H?2 BRIANT?
WHAT/UH-OH?? WHAT'S WRONG?

=2

':Bﬂai'i:'ﬁ “ligt” of what was in the bag got passed around and revised numerous times among the KODT writing team, | have fond memories of working on it and
looking to see what had been added each time it came around. One of my contributions fo the exchange above was Dave's line, ‘I was the one who suggest-

i ﬁ‘ |

e st o i R ek
'See Bundle of Trouble Volume Three [KODT#7] ‘Five Green Towels"
“See Bundie of Trouble Volume One [KODT#3] ‘I Got a Rock”
- *See Bundle of Trouble Volume One [KODT#1] “Lair of the Gazeebo”

! i i '“_:, ii é F Lgrh

~ed the handsaw - remember?" which was actually my attempt to poke fun at ourselves when we sometimes try to recalf who came up with which lines/ideas in
the strips. The sausage grinder and Dave's fresh sausage iine gels referenced again in the bonus strip., “The Summons”, on p. 46. - Jolly & Dave
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ACCORDING TO THIS SHEET WE
— G
WHAT PROBLEM??
WHERE'S THE PROBLEMTY IN TII BAG?Y* | USED
TO FEED 'EM AND STUFF, AND
BRING 'EM OUT FOR FRESH AIR

SPIT IT OUT BRIANI! DID YOU FORGET TO EVERY MONTH OR SO.

YOU MEAN TO TELL ME YOU'VE BEEN
OH Ym!w.msrmmnm vwsormmrsm sl \ THAT BAG
SKRGEANT umnom FERRET-FACED EDDXEpowN OF nam STOMGE
MADMAN lvtl.l.:l.‘lwwnowmms THERE2Z THEY LISED TO BE PRETTY
LITTLE BASTARD WHO LISED 600D TRACKERS!!! MAYBE THEY CAN
Sldi-CMJ.AlJ.ﬂEﬂME??WBT\’ .ﬂ\ku: LEAD US OUT OF THIS DESERT!! / HEY, | HAD A LOT

N THEMZ2? WELL, LOOKS LIKE WE'LL HAVE TO Dic A MASS GRAVE
”ﬁ%’ﬁ&"ﬁ?ﬁ%m AND BURY SOME BODIES. WHAT'S THE BXG DEALY AT LEAST
LONG HAS IT BEEN SINCE YOU'VE FED THEM?Z THIS DESERT SAND WILL MAKE FOR EASY DIGGIN'.
WHO CARES. | DUNNO. SIX LoVt CAN YOV 5 ysppponep
SARATET THEYRE JUST - IMAGINE THE
NPCS FOR GAWD'S SAKEY o SMELLY? I YOU, BRIAN. | CANTT
THINK OF ALL OR TAKE A FEW
THE MONEY WE WEEKS.

SAVED ON FOOD!!

*See Bundie of Trouble mmmrwmdrw '
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OKAY, YOU LOOK IN THE BAG AND GET

SHOCK OF YOUR I.Im!! SOMEBODY MUST HAVE
IT'S EMPTYIIl WELL_EMPTY EXCEPT FOR A

SMALL FORTRESS MADE OF ?,:f.,‘:g';,‘g’ ik

BRICK, MORTAR AND OAKEN PLANKS. STUPID FOR'I'R“&" WHAT THE HELL IS

GOING ONZZ ' REACHING
INTO PULL THE

A YOU DONT FORTRESS OUT AND..

HAPPENED TO ALL THNK...
OUR STUFFT? \ /

GUYS, DONT YOU SOMETHING AINT RIGHT

TAKE “ po:n'rs OF WHAT THE HECK IS GOING ON SEEZ | THINK.... !
BOULDER TO THE FACE!! TWILIGHT ZONE!! I WHAT 00 | 562
CATAPULT? FROM WH022 \ /

IDIOTS!? FIGURE IT OUT!
YOU SEE A GROUP OF MEN UP ON THE PARAPET OF THE MY SERGEANT

SEENS TO BGVIG ORDERS. 100 FELOBITE it S BARRINGERT!  GUR SUPPLIES!?
SERGEANT BARRINGER!?? O ST ALNEAEN  AND THEYVE BUILT A FORTRESS!

BUT HOWD THEY BASTARDS!!

SURVIVE ALL THIS THEY HAVE ALL OUR

TIME WITHOUT ANY STUFFI! MY SPELL

FOOD OR WATER?? BOOKS! MY MAHOGANY

FURNITURE! MY

\ ARMOTIRE!!
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| TWENTY MINUTES LATER.. [T

WATER OR WE'RE DONE FOR!! | THINK WE SHOULD NEGOTIATE!
your FRONTAL ASSAVULT IS QUICKLY

REPULSED!II AS YOU CHARGE TOWARD THE KEEP A
SHOWER OF ARROWS A0 CROSSBOW

BOLTS RAIN DOWN ON YOU. YOU RUN OUT OF THE BAG, NEGOTIATE??
BARELY ESCAPING WITH YOUR LIVES! YOU MEAN PARLEY222 W|E ASGI_%UE LBDRMNmJ;!TO
) FOR OUR OWN STUFF??
DAMN, WE CANT NO WAY! WELL DESTROY NO WAY!Y REASON WITH THEM.
EVEN GET CLOSE ALL OUR STUFF!

ENOLIGH TO HACK ANY INCLUDING THE 5000 St
OF THEM!! LET'S s ke HAVE YOU NO PRIDE?? KNOBBY
BURN THEMOUTY g it THAT S6T F&“E"'Rf STNPCS FOOT (NDER

BARRINGER 15 A CRYING OUT LOUD! A FLAG OF TRUCE
TOUGH HOMBRE! \ TO NEGOTIATE!

Y, WE GIVE KNO 00 OKAY, KNOBBY FOOT RELUCTANTLY AGREES TO GO IN FOR
o FLAG m'S'J,E T%L“L‘L,,f. oUR H‘mc,'_:“ YOU. HE MARCHES UP TO THE GATE OF THE FORTRESS AND THEY LET
BARRINGER AND HIS MEN WILL THROW DOWN HIM IN. YOU WAIT... AND WAIT.. AND WRAXT. FORTY MINUTES
KOS PRI, || A el e

I % . |
MERLLES 5 FROM THE BAG AND YOU REALIZE IT's KNOBBY FOOT!Y
| DUNNO! MAYBE WE HE'SBEEN TARRED-AND-FEATHEREDXY HE 5AYS
YEAH!!! AND IT WILL BE A SHOULDN'T BE S0 SERGEANT BARRINGER SENT HIM OLT WITH A
SLOW AND PAINFUL HEAVY HANDED GLYS, \ ¢ MESSAGE TODELIVER

DEATH TOO!! / \\}\ﬂw T

5 NUTSIYY

?/

e VERYM%I E&ﬂ&"ﬂ%&” i YA BETTER BREAK OUT THE BATTLE-BOARD
'YER ALL GONNA DIE IN THERE!Y Sﬁ Egrxg&%ﬂsgﬁﬁlggggs
in%‘@ﬁk &%%ﬁ%ﬂ \ \ WERE
i | GOTN TA
BOBI! YOU WERE DAMNI! ‘
MAHOGANY , _WARYYY
ARMOIRE!! i
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Go Figure!

BY JOLLY R. BLACKBURN
AND DAVID 5. KENZER

REPRESENTED 0UR MERCENARIEST?

/i 2\

okaY, BARRINGER'S PHALANX EMERGES FROM THE SOUTH CORNER OF THE FORTRESS TO EXECUTE
A BEAUTIFUL FLANKING MANEUVER ON YOU. UH..DAVE, CAN YOU MOVE THE GUMMY BEARS
UP BEHIND THE PENCILS?? AT THE SAME TIME BOOT STRAP'S ARCHERS T0 THE NORTH LAUNCH A
COORDINATED ATTACK. CAN YOU MOVE THE MEM'S FOUR SQUARES TO THE SOUTH?

NO, THEYRE THE CHOCOLATE COATED
DAMN IT!! iooovamwrer  GASHEWSEY i miosr e RATSINGTTES NI
| THOUGHT THE GUMM YBEARS WERE THE ARCHERST?

S By

GAWD I'MS0—~

THE CASHEWS ARE OUR MERCENARIES??
DAMN, | THOUGHT THEY WERE JUST ANOTHER SNACK. I'VE BEEN
MUNCHIN' ON 'EM PRETTY HEAVY DOWN HERE.

I THOUGHT WE WERE WAIT A
TAKING SOME HEAVY MINUTE?Y THEN
CASUALTIES ON THE WHO DID YOU CAST THAT  UM... ON THE
LEFT FLANK. WHAT  MASS-HEALING SPELLON ~ M&M'S OF
WERE YOU LAST ROUND22 COURSE.
THINKING?? / UH-0H.

THAT'S IT!FY I'M MOVING MY CHARACTER BACK TO
THE REAR S0 | CAN KEEP AN EYE ON YOU. | DON'T WANT
YOU CASTING ANYMORE SPELLS UNLESS.. HEY,
WAIT A MINUTE?? WHAT HAPPENED TO MY
CHARACTERZ? IT'9 THE JOLLY-POACHER
SWEET-N-SOUR CANDY!!

THAT WAS YOUTT NO,BRIANS THE BOTTLE
| THOUGHT YOU WERE THE ~ CAP. RIGHT BRIAN??
BOTTLE CAPZZ SORRY?

/ NO, 'M A
FOUR-SIDER.

COME ON GUYS!? YOUVE BEEN TRYING TO CONQUER THE BAG
OF HEFTY CAPACITY FOR FOUR HOURS! ¥ NOw YoU 60T ME
CONFUSED. IF THE CHOCOLATE COATED CASHEWS

OH | REMEMBER, THE REP MEM'S ARE
PIKE SOLDIERS AND THE GREEN
M:eM'S ARE CATAPULT CREWS!!

REPRESENT THE MERGENARIES THEN WHERE THE HELL IS
FERRET-FACE FREDDIE'S PIKE BATTALION??

WHO THE HELL

CARES?TT DAVE ATE
MY JOLLY-POACHERI! g “
N - BN
-, i ]‘iiE \J

D
]
m\ f!f ;ﬁ: D
% T
Efli II;:E 1 Z

d & E"E'!E"“""'""!"\
il 'Em : l By ﬁ{zgé%ﬁﬁ i i
-‘Jhmmmmmemmmmmnpemmﬂsr This one, along with those Mfchfoﬂow(andmun‘wﬁssus 15) was wmanbyﬂavdeenwrandmwalfmhlsle&op
e manned he KenzerCo booth boath at Pentacon ‘97 in Fort Wayne, Indiana, (| guess we had a lof of fime on our hands). It has to rank as one of the best times I've ever
- spent with Dave. We were having such a good time picking onBobtnma sfthatl‘rnsuramostofﬂre,hkasdidn‘!emﬂmam‘on

paper. Anyway, there
cerfain moments when I'm made acutely aware of just how fortunaté | am fo be in this line of mrk and to eventually falf in with the group of guys (and ya!s) ."m
: mﬂtfng with now. This was one of those moments, - Jolly
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00PS!! YOU BETTER SCRATCH
A FEW PIKEMEN, BA! | HAVE A
WEAK SPOT FOR THE RED ONES!!

| SAID | WAS /
SORRY!




AFTER THE BATTLE..
WHAT A GOOD IDEA! IT WOULD BE A

WONDERFUIL 0PPORTUNITY TO SHOW OFF
I”lr:;i“ &%ﬁﬂ%&mﬁs YOUR MINIATURE PAINTING SKILLS, BRIANI

R LEAD MINZATURES!

TOTHIS BATTLE FORTHREE  PRIAN MY MAIN MAN, WHY DONT YOU

HUN?TT NO WAY IN HELL WERE
(JEEHCROTWS  CGLLECTION o ae TheN St b e A
WORKS OF
TO THE GAME NEXT WEEK?? ARTI! YOU DONT PLAY WITH THEM!
/ GREAT IDEA!! ’

xY

; %ﬁ 'w‘é

s =.

WOULD YOU ASK DA VINCI IF YOU COULD PLAY WITH

THE NONA LISAZZ WOLLD YOU ASK MICHELANGELO WELL THES TOTALLY SUCKSII)
IF YOU COULD PLAY IN THE SISTINE CHAPELZ27 | SAY WE USE THE GROLP TREASURY AND INVEST N A
I DON'T THINK SOUI MY FIGURES ARE FOR SHOW! FEW MINIATURES AND PROPS FOR FUTLRE BATTLES.
THEY WILL NEVER BE TOLICHED BY HUMAN HANDSI!
A LOOKS LIKE A
| AGREE! MAJORITY VOTE!!
IVOTEFOR  WE SHOULD MAKE
MNIATURES! A LIST OF WHAT

OKAY, | HAVE ONE HALFLING TORCH
BEARER, O HUMAN FTGHTER, 06 A DWARVEN THIEF-FIGHTER WITH A BRAIDED BEARD BRANDISHING A

, CROSSBOW AND WEARING STUDDED LEATHER ARMOR. HE SHOULD ALSO
FEMALE RANGER (FULLY CLOTHED), ONE  4AVE A HOODED CAPE. OOH 000K, IF YOU CAN, FIND ONE WITH A RING
GRAND WIZARD Wit BROWNIE ON HIS LEFT HAND, MIDDLE FINGER. THAT WOLLLD ROCKI!
FAMILIAR, A RANDOM ASSORTMENT OF

ORCS, GNOLLS, GNOMES,

GREATI! THIS WILL
I
LIZARDMEN ETC.O GOW (NAGICAL- *“m"sm&%ﬁ“ HITHEL eeaLLy punance
LOOKING, IF THEY HAVE ONE), AND.. WHAT'S THIS THE GAMFJ'
AGAIN BOBZ | CAN'T READ YOUR WRITING. ‘ﬁ q
% ’

N <t B S S
TP ek
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THE N'Ex'l' DAY AAAAA

ISN'T SHE BEAUTIFUL22
THIS IS KIT M-24
BOBQE{H.AND KEEP? §

M A

;'_" ."

GETYOUR THE OFFICIAL HACKMASTER LINE
 CHARACTER OF MINIATURES
TATTOOS THIS
- SATURDAY! AND DIORAMAS!

FIFTY NINE BUCKS AND TAX AND SHE'S ALL
YOURS!! I'LL. EVEN THROW IN A BAG OF 100 PEFECTIVEH
DEFECTIVE HACKMETAL FIGURES!! \ DARN, | WAS GIVEN A

\ T~ THERE'S HARDLY ANYTHING WRONG LIST OF SPECIFIC
WITH THEM. THEY JUST DIDNT PASS MINIATURES TO GET.
QUALITY CONTROL THAT'S ALL. (772 BUT THIS IS QUITE
~ ADEAL. MMM
MM..THE HELL
WITH IT. THE 6UYS
ARE GOING TO LOVE
HAVING A
DIORAMA TO PLAY
WITH, ILL TAKE ITI

THE FOLLOWING WEEK .

WELL AT LEAST HE HAS CLOTHES ON. MINE'S
COMPLETELY NAKED EXCEPT FOR A PAIR OF

YOURE LUCKYIl MNE'S FEET ARE ON e ,
WAAY THG VGLL T3 TUES!  SOMSIAG ST TS KNEE-HIGH LEATHER BOOTS. WHAT GIVES?2
HE'S GOT TWO LEFT HANDS AND NO
FACEI IS THIS SOME KIND OF JOKE?? .BIG °"‘5’ ! / W QDT L LEEN

\ \ BLOB OF METAL!!

'j ri‘;l:!?!:a’ ‘. g
'ilil" 'I

Pm sbwfously rips- oﬂ B.A. here, {nfemsrl'ng how B.A. panders the sale in a Jack and the Beanstalk-like manner. Bob's ﬁrsr line in
panal 3 says itafl. - Dava X
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NO WAY THIS BIMBO IS

VGGGHHHY ¥ DUDE, STOMP ON REPRES
THAT THING AND PUT IT OUT OF ITS ,ﬁgl’ﬁ ome mnsEE'g;
MISERY!!! I'VE NEVER SEEN ANYTHING S0 '
DOG-BUTT UGLY!! | KINDA FEEL SORRY FOR IT. LIKE THAT
TWO-HEADED GOAT THEY HAD WHAT THE HELL IS
AT THE FOUR-H FAIR LAST YEAR, THIS?T? MAYBE IT'S A
SHAMBLING MOUND SLEEPING
\ IN THE FETAL POSITION.

ALL RIGHT, YOU GOT SOME EXPLAINING TO YOU MEAN YOU B.A., HOW IN THE WORLD

DO, BA.lll WHAT'S THE DEAL?7? WHAT'S PAID FOR THESE?? DID YOU LET PETE TALK

WITH THE CRAPPY MINIATURES?? WITH MONEY??  YOU INTO TAKING THESE

OFF HIS HANDS?? MAVYBE IT'S A WATER
| 60T A GREAT DEAL ELEMENTAL - ONLY
ON THEM GUYS!! | HAGGLED SQUISHED.
POOR PETE DOWN TO NEXT
TO NOTHING!!

N
fro

i)

1 CAN'T USE THIS! A NAVEL-RING?? THE HELL

EL RAVAGER WITH THIS! I'M GOING DOWN TO WEIRD
WILL YOU 6UYS QUIT KEEPTEIY WHOGIVES A poceyr wave BREASTSI  PETE'S AND PICKING OLIT MY OWN FIGUIRE.

WHINING ABOUT THE DAMN ABOLT V"‘”" HEY BRIAN, YOU WANNA
FIGURES?? LOOK AT THis ~ O TENKIN' KEEPTY TRADEZZ PRI
GREAT KEEP We avEn  THIS FREAKIN' MINIATURE
DOESN'T HAVE A FAGEXY / JELLYFISH??
0
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AFTER FORTY MINUTES OF COMPLAINING...

THAT MAKE EVERYONE HAPPY?

FoE

ALL RIGHT ALREADY... I'LL MEET YOU THERE DAVE.
ALL RIGHT!! DEALYY M GOING HEY, BRIAN, WOULD YOU BE A DEAR AND
LOOK GUYS, THERE'S STILL TO PICK OUT A PAINT OUR MINIATURES FOR LIS?
25 BUCKS LEFT INTHE MINIATURE WORTHY YEAH, I'M GOING
TREASURY. WHY DONT YoU OF REPRESENTING DOWN TO WEIRD SURE, YOU WANT SLOP-N-GO,
JUST DIVVY IT UP AND GO PICK KNVUCKLES PETE'S FIRST THING TABLE-TOP 0k MUSEUM
0UT YOUR OWN LOUS Y THE SIXTH!! IN THE MORNING!! GUALZITY? | HAVE A PRICING
MINIATURES?Y wiLL BROCHURE IN MY BRIEF CASE.

~ail

PRICING????
WE'RE YOURE FRIENDS... YOU... YOU.. YEARHN.: é S
WERE NOT 5T OF
C7SEI.EB! n /rHE STREET ¢A KNOW! '
= ,
v =i *“ -w.'i S W

OKAY, 'L GIVE YOU A TWENTY PERCENT
DISCOUNT AND THROW IN A FREE ANNUAL
TOVCH-VP AND THREE
COATS OF DURO-SHEEN!?

THE FOLLOWING WEEK...
IT's FROM EARL SLACKMOZER'S PERSONAL
COLLECTION. | HAD TO PAY A PRETTY PENNY FOR IT,
BUT IT WAS WORTH IT. IT'S AN AUTHENTIC
METALRAGE FIGURE HANDCRAFTED IN 1978
BEFORE THEY WENT UNDER. XT°S AWESOME? !

0000000HHH,
MY PRECIOUS!

WOW!! THAT'S SOME
FIGURE, BOB!! WHERE ON
EARTH DID YOU FIND IT2

EARL
SLACKMOZER??

EARL LET THAT PIECE G072
WHAT AN IDIOT!!!
YOU'VE GOT A HISTORICAL PIECE

OF WORK THERE BOB. | DON'T THINK
YOU SHOULD BE SUBJECTING IT TO

THE RIGORS OF PLAY.
BEAUTIFUL!! /
/

Hﬁmw& see some insight into Brian's dark side. He never lets the bonds of friendship get between him and a profit. Kinda like Weird

Fefe Perhaps Brian has a future retail career ahead of him! - Dave
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WHAT'S THAT YELLOW
DISK ONKNUCKLES BASE?

OH, | SOUPED HIM UP A BIT;
| GLUED A DISK-SHAPED
PENCIL SHARPENER E
TO HIS BASE S0 NOW I'LL BEANSY?

NEVER BE WITHOUT A SHARP
PENCIL AND KNUCKLES CANT
POSSIBLY FALL AND CHIP!I! PENCIL
SHARPENER/MINIA TURE
BASEZZ HMMN, GOOD IDEA,
O
O

Note how Brian steals Babs pencil

LET'S SEE YOURS DUDE!l GARARAYY WHAT
THE HELL IS THATZ2IT'S FURRY ¥ ¥

OH.. IT's JUST COTTON FIBERS
THAT GOT STUCK IN THE PAINT. | WENT WITH
THE SLOP-N-GO COAT!Y

HUH?? THAT DOESN'T EXPLAIN
THE COTTON FIBERS.

YOU GET WHAT YOU PAY
FOR! SLOP-N-GO'S GET

IT'S HORRID! PAINTED WITH A G-TIP

BRUSHES AIN'T CHEAP!!

| SWABY ¥ CAMEL HAIR

ampener idea. Incidentally, at GenCon w 1 KA
miniatures with pencil-sharpener bases. | think we even sold a few. - Dave

OKAY, OKAY, T G/VE UP// T HAVE NO FRICKIN'
/DEA HOW MANY TIMES I MISSPELLED
TREBUCHET IN HACKMASTER 2ND EDITION!

TEN
TIMES/
ELEVEN IF
YOU COUNT
THE GM —
SCREEN!

elieve it or not exhibitors at game conventions lead real-

ly uneventful lives. They love nothing more than to
have folks come by their booths to harass and liven up their
day. Next time you're at a con, be sure to visit the exhibitors’
hall and try some of these suggestions.

1. Pick up his latest product, skim through it and say,
“Oh... I had this idea 15 years ago.”

2. Pick up his latest product and comment how beautiful
the cover is. Start to pull out your money as if you are
going to buy a copy and then say, “How the hell did you
get Elmore to do a cover for you?” When the vendor
informs you the work isn't Elmore’s, look disappointed and
say, “Oh.” Walk away.

3. Ask to meet the designer/author, then hang around the
booth all day and when anyone approaches the booth,
proudly announce, “Hey! I know these guys!!!”

4. Tell him all about your really cool Paladin-Assassin.

14 Ways to Annoy a Vendor al ﬂ liame ﬂllllllellllllll

5. Closely inspect a product for flaws and rub the paper
through your fingers as if to imply that it is cheap. Then
ask, “Is this whar the final version will look like?”

6. Tell him, “Wow, that’s a great idea but here’s what you
should have done.”

7. Interrupt his lunch by asking detailed questions every
time he tries to take a bite.

8. Sit down at one of his demo tables and start playing a
competitor’s game.

9. Tell him there’s a really good game of [his system] going

on in the men’s room. He should go check it out.

10. Eat a gyros or burger with raw onions. Then hang
around his booth and talk to everyone continuously mak-
ing sure to get really close to their faces.

11. Keep him at his booth late by talking and asking stupid
questions. When security asks you to leave tell them that
you are with him.

12. Insist on calling him “Suzie Sweetcakes” and repeatedly
ask him what time he gets off.

13. Ask for a demo of his game. Just as he is explaining the
rules to you, put your hands in your pockets and abruptly
walk away with no explanation.

14. Walk up to a game designer who you recognize and ask,
“Who are you??!!” When he tells you, look disappointed
and say, “Oh... you're nobody.”
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The Best Little Warhorse BY JOLLY R. BLACKBURN AND DAVID 5. KENZER

OKAY, AS YOU ROUND THE BEND IN THE TRAIL, A SMALL VILLAGE COMES ! STILL CANT BELIEVE SHE DIDNT
INTO SIGHT. WISPY-STREAMS OF SMOKE RISE FROM THE CHIMNEYS OF A MAKE THAT SIMPLE JUMP. DAMN!
HALF-DOZEN BUILDINGS, THERE APPEARS TO BE A SMALL TEMPLE, A

GENERAL STORE, A BLACKSMITH SHOP AND OF COURSE AN NN byt
75,000 GOLD PIECES, SIX TAPESTRIES AND A
MAYBE THE Bugxsmm HAS A HORSE TO FAT DWARF COULDN'T JUMP A GORGE!
SELLI! I'VE GOT TO FIND A
REPLACEMENT FOR DOOR STOPR!?Y / L’é%w'ffjﬂﬁ“fuﬁw

CALCULATIONS WERE CORRECT,

vt

OKAY, THE BLACKSMITH TAKES YOU OUT BACK AND SHOWS YOU SEE WHAT APPEARS TO BE A SMALL MULE!Y
YOU WHAT HE HAS. THERE ARE TWO PENS. ONE TO THE TWO STABLE BOYS ARE BUSY TENDING TO IT. ONE IS BRUSHING
LEFT AND ONE TO THE RIGHT. THE BLACKSMITH DOWN THE MULE'S COAT. THE OTHER STABLE BOY IS HOLDING A
USHER S Y0U QUICKLY TOWARD THE RIGHT. THERE ARE BUCKET FILLED WITH OATS WHILE THE MULE EATS FROM IT.
FOUR OR FIVE RATHER ORDINARY -LOOKING HORSES THE BLACKSMITH NOTICES YOU LOOKING TOWARD
MUNCHING ON A PILE OF STRAW. THE MULE AND QUICKLY STEPS IN FRONT OF YOU.
ORDINARY T | WANT SOMETHING \ S
SPECIAL. SAY, HE SEEMED PRETTY QUICK SO L EE UNOTHING IN THAT PEN WORTH
TO LEAD ME AWAY FROM THAT PENONTHE ~ HE'SUP TO YOUR ATTENTION" HE SAYS
LEFT. WHAT'S UP WITH THAT?Z I'M LOOKING ~ SOMETHING!! NERVOUSLY, "NOW... IF YOU
OVER IN THAT DIRECTION. WHAT DO | SEEZZ WOULD LIKE TO PICK OUT A
HORSE OVER HERE.."

HELLO? ¥ SOMETHING IS DEFINITELY GOING
ON HERE. THIS JERK REALLY DOESNT | THINK YOU'RE ON TO

GUYS... IT'S JUST A MULE. LOOK HOW HE'S
WANT ME LOOKING AT THAT MULE HUH?? SOMETHING, BOB.  STILL....THIS GUY IS ACTING PAMPERNG IT
I'M MARCHING PAST HIM TOWARD THE MULE. GD.!JNE oﬁm, I'VE VERY SUSPICIOUSLY. MUST BE A PRETTY
T YOU COVERED.
HE FRANTICALLY BEGS YoU SPECIAL MULE!!
TO IGNORE THE MULE!l HE \
SAYS IT'S NOT EVEN WORTHY
OF YOUR TIME OR ATTENTION.
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) ) AT FIRST, THE BLACKSMITH DENIES THERE IS ANYTHING SPECIAL
OKAY, ' LOOKIN' THIS MULE OVER PRETTY GOOD. ABOUT THE MULE. FINALLY, HE GIVES IN AND WITH A HEAVY
WHAT'S S0 SPECIAL ABOLIT HIMZ2 HUKZ? ST GH OF REGRET HE TELLS YOU THE MULE IS HIS
PRIZED POSSESSION. ‘M S0RRY SIRI HE EXPLAINS,
*| SAW THAT YOU WERE A DWARRF AND | WAS AFRAID YOU

WELL... | DONT THINK YOU HAVE ANY '
SPECAL. SKILLS PEGARDING MLLES 07 WOULD RECOGNIZE THE‘ANIAI'.AL FOR WHAT HE TRULY IS
THEIR QUALITIES. FROM YOUR LAYMAN'S \ Wﬁ L
POINT OF VIEW HE'S JUST AN ORDINARY, :'\g:{‘s t) %\\ | SHOULD HAVE KNOWN
RUN-OF-THE-MILL MULE. — " s THAT SUCH A GRAND WISE
7 ﬁ; DWARF AS YOURSELF
“ ) WOULD SEE THROUGH MY
OKAY, | GUESS WE DO THIS THE HARD WAY. | GRAB i DECEPTION. AS YOU
THE BLACKSMITH BY THE COLLAR AND DEMAND : GUESSED, THIS IS NO
HE TELLS ME WHAT'S UP WITH THE MULE! __—~ MULE BUT A PURE BRED

DWARVEN
WARHORSE! !

- AGm tn
T uFank,

blll_,l

UH HUH! JUST AS 1.,

(SPUTTER). GURT, DING... OH WOW!! DUDE!! VE NEVER HEARD OF A
A DWARVEN IT'S THE PERFECT /A VEN WARHORSE BEFORE. HMMM... THEYRE
WARHORSE??? MOUNT FOR YoU! I'D BE CAREFUIL, BOB. | THINK CERTAINLY NOT LISTED
THIS GLY 1S A SCAM ARTIST, "LQQEM?\E%%E‘“
OH YES SIR. | KNEW YOU HAD AN \ .1 '
EYE FOR QUALITY, SIR. BUT I'M /
AFRAID HE'S NOT FOR SALE.

| WANT THAT
WAR HORSE
AND I'M NOT LEAVIN'
WITHOLT HIMI! I' OFFERING
THE BLACKSMITH 9,000
GOLD PIECES RIGHT OFF
THE CUFF!!l WE'RE GOING T0 DO
SOME SERIOUS
HAGGLING HERE.

THE BLACKSMITH SCRATCHES HIS CHIN FOR A MOMENT AND
SMILES. HE ACCEPTS YOUR OFFER. 40,000 XN GOLD,
ANEVER-EMPTY MEAD TANKARD AND A
PAR OF OPOSSUM-SKIN BOOTS. ‘You JusT
BOUGHT YOURSELF A DWARVEN WARHORSE'

HOODY-HOOXY SUCKER!!  WHAT A MAROON!! YOU
THOSE OPOSSUM-SKIN BOOTS SURE SHOWED HIM.
WERE WORTHLESS!! HN HAYY /
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KEWLYY

I'M GOING TO NAME HIM MIKEXY
St T IR
il T°,§’;§,I.JT“§L3_°"°'"G . MIKE ROCKS!!! HE'S THE BEST LITTLE BE A BIG HIT AT
WARHORSE EVER!! PARTIES!
HE'S A SPIRITED LITTLE
AS YOU ATTEMPT TO PUT A CUSSI!! THAT'S A GOOD SIGN.
oD s RECKS biah /
YOV N THE GNADS FOR \ . POMS”
12 POINTS OF DAMAGE!! 0

OKAY, WHILE DAVE HOLDS ON TO THE REIGNS, I'LL
SNEAK UP AND PLACE THE SADDLE ON MIKE. I'L BE
CAREFUL TO AVOID THOSE HINDLEGS THIS TIME!

OH MAN, ISNT HE WONDERFUL???
| LOVE HIMII! HE'S THE BEST

AS SOON AS MIKE FEELS THE
SADDLE ON HIS BACK HE
REACHES ROUND AND BITES
DAVE FOR 8 POINTS OF
DAMAGE. HE THEN SPINS
AROUND AND KICKS YOU AGAIN,
BOB, FOR 9 POINTS OF DAMAGE.

YOw!!
I'M BACKING AWAY!I!
HE'S DANGEROUS!!

HOR SE I'VE EVER OWNED!!

| DUNNO. HE KINDA
SCARES ME.

AS SOON AS THE BLINDFOLD COMES OFF,
LITTLE MIKE IMMEDIATELY MAKES A MAD
DASH TOWARD A GROVE OF TREES ON THE
EDGE OF THE VILLAGE. HE RUNS UNDER A
LOW-HANGING LIMB. YOU TAKE FIVE POINTS
OF DAMAGE AND ARE DISLODGED!!

-/
i chff

BOB, | THINK YOUVE
BEEN TAKEN. WE
SHOULD GO DEMAND
YOUR MONEY BACK.

AS THE GROUP PREPARES TO RIDE OUT OF TOWN..

OKAY, ONCE I'M ON MIKE, I'LL SIGNAL FOR DAVE TO TAKE THE BLINDFOLD
OFF. 1GOT A REAL GOOD GRIP ON THE REIGNS THIS TIME!!

THIS IS BRUTAL!!
THAT MULE IS
KILLING BOB!!

/

IT'S OKAY, BOBI! | THINK YOU'RE
WEARING HIM OUT. TAKE
ANOTHER SWIG OF HEALING
POTION AND CLIMB BACK ON.

CRAP OUT OF YOU | WOULD
THAN 10,000 GOLD PIECES!!

HELL, IF YOU WANTED
SOMEONE TO BEAT THE

HAVE DONE IT FOR LESS

We. show thmughout this fssue B A's heavlly-concaa}ad bm aver-pmsent. Fslran Mean St‘mak

(inherited from his mother's side, I'm sura) - Dave
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Judgement Day

LA

BY JOLLY R. BLACKBURN AND DAVID S. KENZER

AS YOU RIDE UP TO THE CITY GATES OF FANGAERXE YoU NOTICE A BEGGAR STANDING AT THE
SIDE OF THE GATE WITH HIS THREE-LEGGED DOG'. THE DOG LIMPS TOWARD YOU AND STARTS
BARKING AT YOUR MULE BOB. MIKE IS REALLY GETTING SKITTISH AS THE DOG NIPS AT HIS LEGS AND TAIL.

JUST IGNORE THE DOG
GUYSHI! | DON'T WANT TO
CAUSE ANY TROUBLE IN

PAMN DOG*¥ M GOING TO
LEAN OVER IN MY SADDLE AND KICK
THE CRAP OUT OF HIM!III! AND FOR THE
LAST TIME MIKE'S NOT A MULE!!

OH NOM! IT'S THAT STUPID MUTT
AGAIN! HE REMEMBERS US!!!

GILEAD'S TOWN:.

POOR LITTLE THREE-

BOB, YOUR MULE 6ETS SPOOKED BY THE DOG AND BOLTS,
SINCE YOU WERE TRYING TO KICK THE DOG, THE SUDDEN
LURGH CAUSES YOU TO TOPPLE FROM THE SADDLE. YOUR FOOT IS
STUCK IN THE STIRRUP AND YOU ARE DRAGGED 79 FEET THROUGH
REFUSE FILLED GUTTERS. YOU TAKE B2 POINTS OF
PAMAGE rrom Your SKULL CRACKING ON THE
COBBLESTONE OVER AND OVER AND
o@&f’f _ "OVER AGAIN. 0H, AND WHLE
:?‘ —\/-;‘“ YOU LIE STUNNED IN THE GUTTER,

?ﬁ@ THE THREE-LEGGED DOG NIPS AT YOUR

ANKLE FOR ANOTHER T POINTS.
HE THEN SNIFFS AT YOUR LEG, TAKES A
WHIZ ON YOU AND LIMPS AWAY.

WHAT IS THIS?T? pICK ON BOB DAY?Z?
DAMMNZY (M HOPPING MAD NOW!!! I'M GOING TO
HACK THAT STUPID MUTT 10 PIECES!!

I'M GOING TO RUN THE
THE BEGGAR IS BELLY BEGGAR THROUGH WITH MY
HACKMASTER +[2!(!f NOBODY
LAUGHING SO HARD HE LALIGHS AT AY CONRADE
FALLS TO HIS KNEES.

IN ARMSI!! EVEN IF HE DOES

RIDE A MULE!N!
/ /

THE DOG IS STANDING OVER THE BODY OF HIS MASTER AS IF HE
IS TRYING TO PROTECT HIM. YOUR CROSSBOW BOLT
MISSES AND HITS THE BEGGAR'S CORPSE ONCE
AGAIN WITH A STCKENING THUD.

STAND STILL YOV THAT'S THE FIFTH
STUPID MUTTYY /M TIME YOUVE MISSED

FIRING ANOTHER VOLLEY 0F BoLTs,. MR. MAGOOY

C'MON BOB!I! WE BETTER GET MOVING.
YOU KNOW HOW TOUGH THE
BEGGAR-MOBS ARE IN THIS TOWN.

NOT YET!ll THAT POOCH IS
GOING DOWN!!

‘See Bundie of Trouble Valurm FouerODTﬂE{ “Ovarbearing Situation

‘ﬂm Bundle of Trouble Four [KODT#12] “Just for the Helm of it*

One of the things | love aboul the conunumgs!onr‘approachwsrookwfthKGDTts ﬂmrwa’vebeenabletodevalopmemm Certain strips {and some-
fimes just & single panel) can really take a character o new levels as far as development. | think it's interesting that we see a ide of Brian we've never seen
before in the top panel of this page as he expresses sympathy for the "mrsa-reggaddog‘ BA. mﬂdfamrusa Bﬂmsa!ﬁnﬂy!orsmalfanknafsagafnﬂhim m._.--' \
Dancing With PitBulls. [KODT#19] — Jolly \
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MOMENTS LATER..

T0O BAD YOU DIDN'T TAKE DAVE'S ADVICE BOB. AN ANGRY

DON'T FOOL YOURSELF, BOBI!! | KNOW

YEAH, 600D 0L GILEAD GILEAD AND I'M SURE HE RUNS A

MOB 0F BEGGARS SUDDENLY POURS OLIT OF THE GATE AND WILL STRAIGHTEN PAIR AN NEASED COLRTH
QuUICKLY OVERBEARS YOU!!! THEY PUMMEL YOU THIS MESS OUT!! YOU
SENSELESS WiTH ROCKS AND CLUBS BEFORE LUCKED OUT BOB!
DRAGGIN YOU BEFORE LORD GILEADZ ! BA, WELL FOLLOW BEHIND
GILEADT? HA HA? AND SEE WHAT UNFOLDS.
THE JOKE'S ON THEM. WAIT 'TIL THEY
FIND OUT ME AND GILEAD ARE TIGHT.

I'LL HAVE THEIR HEADS ON A SPIT!

AFTER HEARING THE ACCUSATIONS MADE AGAINST YOU,
AND REVIEWING THE EVIDENCE, LORD GILEAD DECIDES
TO HAND THE MATTER OVER TO HIS MAGISTRATE FOR
TRIAL. HE ORDERS YOUR MULE IMPOUNDED AND TAKES
THE THREE-LEGGED DOG INTO PROTECTIVE CUSTODY.
YOU ARE PLACED IN CHAINS AND HAULED TO COURT.

FOR THE LAST TIME, NOMY THE MAGISTRATE
WON'T ALLOW YOU TO CROSS EXAMINE THE DOG
AS PART OF YOUR DEFENSE. LET T GOXY

THIS BLOWS!! BA. YOU DONT

\ ST kNOW JPAGK. ABOUT COLRT PROCEDURE.
il I WANT A LAWYER.

" 2 1
TWENTY MINUTES LATER.

I TELL THIS GUOTE, JVDGE, UNGVOTE 10
BITE MESF YOU HEAR THATZ? YOU CAN JUST
BITE MEY | AINT TAKIN THIS CRAP ANYMORE. | WANT MY
DAMN WAR HORSE AND ALL MY STUFF BACK. THEN
ILL JUST BE ON MY MERRY LITTLE WAY!l ALL REGHT??

“See Bundie of Trouble Volume Four [KODT#12] ‘Just for the 'Héim" of it"
Just like In issue 36, B.A. really lays into Bob after Bob fells B.A. to "Bite me!". - Dave

THE MAGISTRATE IS FURXOUSYY HE ANNOUNCES
HE 1S READY TO PRONOUNCE SENTENCE.
AS PUNISHMENT For THE MURDER
OF THE BEGGAR YOU WILL HAVE YOUR LEFT
LEG HACKED OFF AT THE KNEE!!

i
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WHA.. WHA.. NO, NO, DAVE!! BA. IS RIGHT

WHAT??? ON Tg@gﬂ\%ﬁﬁoﬁm THIS IS ALL YER FAULT!!
HAGKLAW WHICH HAS YOU KILLED THAT BEGGAR AND FRAMED ME!!
48 PAGES OF THE STEP UP THERE AND TELL THE TRUTH!!
MAKE IT RIGHT!!

KING'S CODE
YOU WERE
s | RoBein DUDRsy 1041 oL

THE LEGAL PUNISH- BA. IS JUST MAKING
MENT FOR MURDERING THIS UP AS HE GOES!!
A BEGGARIMN OH MY...
REMOVAL OF
A LIMB!!? /

I'M SORRY STRANGER, DO | KNOW YOUZ2
V”%g'%TM%EE-;Qg? » | DON'T THINK WE'VE MET HAVE WEZ?
MEMBER OF THE LOWER .
CLASS IS PUNISHABLE BY YOU'RE DENYING  snppy g0, L RAVAGER IS YOUR FRIEND
SEVERING A LIMB. KNUCKLES?? DUCE.... AND ALL, BUT HE DOESN'T GO OUT ON A
A{{Ww%gsﬁigggﬁ* LXMB FOR ANYONE. SNICKER-SNICKER
EWWWWW, AND YOU : (CACKLE) Goop
SHOULD SEE WHAT THE ONE, DAVE!!
PUNISHMENT FOR ' \
RELIEVING YOURSELF N ——

PUBLIC IS!!! (SHUDDER)

THE MAGISTRATE TIRES OF YOUR WHINING AND

BEGGING:. HE ORDERS THE COLURT TO CARRY OLIT THE HO HOZ¥ How HILARIOUSI!
SENTENCE IMMEDIATELY. TWO GUARDS GRAB YOU AND THROW GARARRLY CHoP THEY FED YOUR LEG TO THAT STUPID
YOU TO THE GROUND. THEN THEY DRAG YOU FROM THE COURT OFF?7... FEED DOGZ2... MUTT! HAR HARYY

Rcéow CHOP OFF ;gléﬁ 5.&5& LEG JUST ABOVE LEG22... SHOCKZ2...
THE KNEE. THEY TOSS YoU STREET WHERE YOU

LIE BLEEDING IN SHOCK. OH, | ALMOST FORGOT, THEY FEED ' mﬂ%@”ﬁdﬁ&“

YOUR LEG TO THE THREE-LEGGED DOG. | FOLLOW WITH
. 3 CURE SPELLS.
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AS SARA IS TENDING TO YOUR WOUNDS, BOB, YOU SEE LORD GXLEAD APPROACHING. HE IS BEING CARRIED ON A ROYAL
LITTER. UPON SEEING THE PARTY, HE MOTIONS FOR HIS LITTER-BEARERS TO HALT. HE LOOKS DOWN AT YOU SADLY AND
SHAKES HIS HEAD. "I HAVE ASKED THE COURT TO HAVE MERCY ON YOU. YOUR IMWLE AND BELONGINGS WILL BE
RETURNED. BUT YOU MUST LEAVE THE CITY AND NEVER RETURN HERE!" WITH THAT HE CONTINUES ON DOWN THE STREET,

WELL, WE BETTER GET YOUR  GEE,. GILEAD DIDNT WHAT'S GONNA HAPPEN

MIKE'S NOT STUFF AND GET OUT OF EVEN SAY HELLO TO T0 THAT POOR THREE-
A MULE!? How DODGE!!! THOSE BEGGARS MAY ME. YOU THINK LEGGED DOGGIE?? HE'S

MANY TIMES DO STILL BETICKED OFF ATUS.  HE'S MAD AT MEZ? GOT NO ONE TO TAKE
| HAVE TO SAY THAT?? \ \ CARE OF HIM.

TWENTY MINUTES LATER.. AWW C'MON BOBI! | HATE SEEIN' YA LIKE THIS.
SORRY BOB!! YOU TRY TO MOUNT MIKE ONCE AGAIN AND FALL OFF KNVUCKLES IS5 A SURVIVOR
THE OTHER SIDE INTO THE MUCK AND MIRE. KNOBBY FOOT  DUDEXY HELL FIND A WAY OUT OF THISI!

CAN'T STAND WATCHING YOUR PATHETIC ATTEMPTS ANY LONGER. HE ACTUALLY,
RUSHES FORWARD TO HELP YOU GET ON YOUR MULE. HE'S RIGHT BOBI!! HAVING ONE LEG ACCORDING TO
GIVES HIM A LOT OF CHARACTER!! HACKLAW, MAIMING
/ TELL HIM TO LEAVE ME IS A SIGN OF SHAME!!
ALONE. (SNIFF) I'LL JUST LAY
HERE. MY CHARACTER

vy, L9 RUINED!Y yoU
=07 6UYS 60 ON WITHOUT ME. (S08)

| Ffﬁt L i
hiﬁflﬂﬁ’g‘ 2 ey o /
T gy | "r /*

JUST LEAVE ME ALONE!! (SOB) I'M NO GOOD TO THE PARTY HEY BOBI! GLESS WHAT?? KNOBBY FOOT FELT S0

ANYMORE. I'LL JUST SIT OUTSIDE THE GATE WITH MY TIN-CUP AND | | BAD HE WANDERED AWAY TO THE LOCAL BAZAAR. HE COMES
TELL STORIES OF PAST GLORIES FOR (SNIFF) WOODEN SHEKELS!! RUNNING BACK WITH A WOODEN LEG MADE OF FINE
B S v o
, COMRADES IN NLAYS A0 GILDED WITH GOLD
WE CANT LEAVE YOU {GHa B e

BEHIND LIKE THIS | \ & KNOBBY FOOT PAID FOR IT
LITTLE BUDPDY!! : h OUT OF HIS OWN POCKET!!!
} 3 ACCORDING TO THE

MERCHANT HE BOUGHT IT
FROM, IT USED TO BELONG
TO THE INFAMOUS
DWARVEN PIRATE,
STURM PYR!!
oy

'lrrmreaﬂngbr enough, several readers commented on how sensitive Brian Is because Teflon Bmycarsd s0 much about the ‘poor three-
ﬂieygéd doygia’ Of course, the Brian fans that wrote in were abis to ovetiook Bdan 's ‘Chisler” dark side. - Dave
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HUH?? STURM PYRE?? STURM PYRE WAS BANISHED BY THE
HE SOUNDS (SNIFF) FAMILIAR. WHO WAS HEZ? DWARVES UNJUSTLY!! HE BECAME THE MOST
FEARED OF ALL PIRATES, HE SURE DIDN'T LET
SOMETHING AS TRIVIAL AS THE L0SS OF A LIMB KEEP

MAN, | COULDN'T GET THROUGH HiM FROM TERRORIZING THE
OEIGDNEE’I{ AJgSKT ai\oggga s THAT BOOK. EVERYTIME THEY RED BEAR COAST FOR SIXTY YEARS!!
NGARY JACKSON'S HACKED SOMETHING THEY OH YEAH!! THEY USED
PAPERBACK NOVEL, THE BROKE INTO TWELVE PAGES / TO CALL HIM
HACKMASTERS OF EPXC POETRY. STUMPY
OF EVERKNIGHT!? \ FOR SHORT.

REALLY? YOURE NOT JUST (SNIFF)

YER TWICE THE DWARF

MAKING THIS UP2? STURM PYRE THAT STUMPY -DUDE WAS!!
ONLY HAD ONE LEG?Y AND HEY, MAYBE A IF HE COULD KXCK ASS WITH
YOU SAY THIS IS HIS VERY : -
ONE-LEGGED DWARF ONE LEG, WHY CANT YOU??
OWN WOODEN LEGT? :
AINT 50 BAD. HUH??

. : YOU'LL NEVER KNOW

THAT'S RIGHTII! I'M UNTIL YOU TRY, BOB!
TELLING THE TRUTH!

MAYBE | CAN BREAK THE LEG OFF MY ARE YOU INSANE?? THATS A
MINIATURE S0 IT MATCHES KNWCKLES. RARE COLLECTIBLE YOU HAVE THERE!I!
ATTA BOY, BOB!! EASY DOES IT BOB, MAYBE YOU
STIFF UPPER LIP! “SVB{‘,’BM SHOLLDNT...
PUT YOUR BEST... ER... \ \
FOOT FORWARD!!

After this issue we also ramlvad some letters asking us to “lay off Bob!" I guess some readers folt Bob had had enou h Qbm
thing | like about Bob is his resiliency. He almost lost it, but he came back from the edge. | wonder whard happen C
without gaming? Uh, if he mufdn'f pa! any Prozac that is. - Dave
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VMMMRREFFF!Y
MAN, THIS THING IS
PRETTY TOVUGH!
IF | CAN JUST PRY THE
LEGS APART | THINK
| CAN.. UMMRFFFFY Y

PAAAAMMMMMNNNN...

14dddYYVYNNNS

(51GH) CMON BOB. IT's NoT THAT NOT LEKE THAT
BAD. YOU CAN ALWAYS BUY ~ OMNEXY IT WAS A ONE

MAYBE BRIAN CAN \
FXIT WHy powr N0 JUST THROW

IT AWAY! ET
YOU LET HIM TRY?2 WON'T EVEN

STAND VP!

ANOTHER MINIATURE FOR OF A KIND AND IT'S BOB, HAVE YOU BEEN HEY BOB, WHAT YA GOIN' TO
KNVCKLES. RUINED!! (508) UNDER A LOT OF DO WITH THAT PENCIL
STRESS LATELY#? SHARPENER BASE??
\ / TOTALED.. \ I

| TOBECONTINVED.

Mffﬂﬂwh a comic §pr hat deals mostly with “talking heads” there's a real tendency to have everbody yacking ALL the time, [it's not unusual to see a charac-

When.
ler saying something or making a comment that has little or nothing to do with the storyline.] | coined the phrase, table chatter'to describe the technique and | think
It's one aspect of KoDT that helps make the reader feef as though he or she (s sitting at a gaming table with his or her friends. David Kenzer, however; has a knack for
knowing who_nfro.uymmw&at all. - as wittnessed above (center panel). — Jolly Sl i
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BY BRIAN JELKE

The Summons:

AFTER READING "ADVENTURER SUMMONING” BA, FELTON THOUGHT IT WOLILD MAKE THE PERFECT ADVENTURE FOR HIS NEXT GAME

SESSION. AS THE PLAYERS ASSEMBLE, BA. SITS BEHIND HIS SCREEN TO RUN HIS "BEST ADVENTURE EVER!!" LET'S SEE WHAT HAPPENS..

HE LOOKS EVIL, CAN | GET

OKAY, SINCE EVERYONE BUT KNOBBY FOOT MISSED '

THEIR SAVING THROWS, YOU ALL MAGXGALLY DXS- "?fm‘:f;:";%“ ANOTHER SAVE AND ATTACK

APPEAR FROM YOUR CAMPSITE AND APPEAR BEFORE AN . THE GNOLLS INSTEAD?
EVIL-LOOKING MAGE HOLDNGA SceoLL, &b RAVAGER DOESNT HACK

AROLIND HIM ARE SEVERAL LARGE GNOLLS. THE MAGE FOR FREE!! THIS SWORD IS

CENTAURS, HUH? | HOPE THEY'RE

SLOWLY POINTS TO A PLEASANT VALLEY UP AHEAD FOR HIRE ONLY!
AND ORDERS YOU TO SLAY THE NON-NEGOTIABLE!Y MOSTLY FEMALES AND YOUNG
GOOD CENTAURS THAT LIVE IN THE VALLEY. BECAUSE AN ADULT MALE CAN DO
SOME HEFTY DAMAGE,
SORRY SARA,  PICRPDOKET THE WAGE. ESPECIALLY WITH A CHARGE!

YOU ALL
MUST ATTACK
THE HELPLESS

| LATER.. | —
, EL RAVAGER SLAYS YET FLL CAST A SLOW RIGHT BEHIND YA WITH 4,
M SEARCHING THE CORPSE. DOES  ANOTHER CENTALR. MY BODY oo pa s ANAREA  DAVE. BA, ANY CENTALRS

THIS SORRY EXCUSE FOR A HORSE  ¢@WN'T IS UP TO @Il THIS IS DIE FROM SMOKE
HAVE A POLICH OR A PURSE? SOME GREAT HACKING, BA.I MAYBE EFLE;I ‘”'ﬂ”cir"ér :E INHALATION THIS
THERE'S SOMETHING TO THIS ROUND? DONT FORGET
BOB, YOU CANT JUST STOP
s mm s HACKING FOR FREE AFTER ALL. FEW GNOLLS, TOO. | TORCHED ALL THE
/ EXITS TO THAT HUT.

ARE MAGICALLY COMPELLED
TO KEEP FIGHTING.

BOB, | ADMIRE YOUR ATTEMPT TO MINIMIZE THE

YES BRIAN, THE SMOKE SHEESH, IF | CANT HEH, GOOD THINKING BOB. ~ CARNAGE AGAINST THESE GOOD CREATURES, BUT

FROM YOUR BUILDING SEARCH IT, | MIGHT AS WE'LL BE DONT YOU THINK THAT'S A BIT GROSS?
FIRE CHOKES WELL SKIN IT. SMOKING
3 MORE | BET CENTALR CENTAUR YES# THAT PUTS ME AT
SAUSAGE ? KILLS, ONE MORE

YEARLINGS. IKE VENISON.

“This strip was part of a special insert in issua 14 which included an adventurs set n the mnwom- of xmmr I.ldvommr .
Summoning]. It shows what happanad when B. A acrualiy ran the scenario for the ngms W SN
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[M SORRY, BOB, IF YOU WHATE??T IVE FAILED e ol e

CONTINUE T0 AVOXD MY PICK-POCKETS ROLLS | KNOW IT DOESN'T SEEM RIGHT BOB,

COMBAT BY BEFORE AND YOU NEVER TOOK  BUT IT'S OK. TO ATTACK, WERE PAMAGE, Huk?
PLAYING AROUND py gECORD SHEET AWAY. UNDER A CHARM RIGHT NOW. YOU FORCED MY HAND.
WITH THE DEAD BODIES, I'LL BRIAN, CAN HE DO THATZ BA, I'M SNAPPING MY

HAVE TO TAKE YOUR STAFF OF ENDLESS

RECORD SHEET AND 7KILLS, HUH? M NOT HOLDING BACK ANYMORE! NAPALM RAIN
RUN KNWCKLES MYSELF. I'M USING THE LAST CHARGE IN MY RING AND CALLING FORTH A
OF HEFTY DAMAGE T0 BRING DOWN THAT RETRIBUTIVE

PREGNANT CENTAUR. THAT OUGHTA STRIKE!!!

COUNT AS TWO KILLS! l

COME ON, BRIAN. DO YOU NO WAY, I'M TURNING RETRIBUTIVE BA, ARENT WE ALL CHARMED?
REALIZE WHAT YOU'RE KNVCKLES OVER TO YOU STRIKE? SHOULDNT EL RAVAGER AND
DOINGZ A RETRIBUTIVE BA, YOULL MAKE HIM INTO A NOT IF | BREAK IT FIRST. TEFLON BIXLLY BE FIGHTING THE

WUSS NPC LIKE THOSE CALLED SHOT CENTAURS INSTEAD OF EACH OTHER?

T@ﬁﬁ&g‘gﬂxﬁ STUPID GNOLLS STANDING TO BRIAN'S
3 AROUND BEHIND LS. STAFF. ROLL FOR
ALL OF THE CENTALRS, ID RATHER DIE. INITIATIVE, TOUGH GLY. LLICKY 10 SIDER DON'T
GNOLLS AND YOUR KAMIKAZE BOLT FAIL ME NOW!
CHARACTERS ENDING YET 10 THE THROAT!?! /

ANOTHER CAMPAIGN.

SARA'S RIGHT, THE MONSTER YOU SET ME UP BA, FINAL BODY COUNT: BRIAN 7, DAVE 6.
SUMMONING SPEL.L RUNS OUT THIS  you WERE TRYING TO PAY UP, DAVE!l OR SHOULD | ADD IT TO YOUR TAB?
ROUND. YOLR CHARACTERS DRIVE ME TO SUICIDE
DISAPPEAR FROM THE VILLAGE AND AND NOW DAMN! | NEED A RULING, BA. OH IF ONLY THERE

REAPPEAR AT YOUR CAMPSITE. YOU SHOULDN'T THE YEARLINGS
SEE KNOBBY FOOT SEATED it INME D0 ONLY COUNT AS HALF KILLSy  ERE EXPERIENCE
ALONE BY THE FIRE, HE'S WEARING KNUCKLES' POINTS FOR SAVING

KNUCKLES' SUNDAY BEST  SynpAY BEST? I THE CAMPAIGN!

AND PERUSING TEFLON BILLY'S

DIARY. AROUND HIM ARE THE /

REMAINS OF A GREAT FEAST.

l .
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Bitter Stevil

Editor's Note: We are proud to announce thar
after months of negotiations we have been able
come to terms with “bitter” Stevil and have
installed him as our official KODPT gaming
advice columnist. You may be familiar with his
work in the esteemed publications HackWeek

and Ladies Hack Journal.

Dear Bitter Stevil,

Something incredible happened during my
HackMaster campaign last night! My character
(a 12th level thief named DeathReaver) con-
fronted the gawd Luvia. Guess whar? 1 killed
him!!! I'd like to write a novel about the experi-
Can you
offer any advice on how I could do this?

ence and share it with other gamers.

Yes I can. I happen to know
that Monty Haul 1is planning to
come out of retirement with a
new talk show entitled "Guess
what my lame-ass GM let me get
away with"., I suggest that you
contact your local FOX network
affiliate and book yourself as
a studio member for the debut
show.

Stevil

Dear Bitter Stevil,

Are so bitter because all of your game designs
were major flops?? Why don't you get off your
ass and do some ‘real’ game design. Or are you
simply satisfied being a game-designer wanna-
be?? (I would say has-been but I can't really say
you ever ‘were’ a game designer by definition).

Nitro Fergueson

Well now Mr. Fergueson, better
a flop than & bomb, en? Hmm, I
wonder how to prime this
satchel of C-4 I'm sending out
to & friend. Maybe you could
give me a few pointers.. Give
my regards to your probation
officer,

Stevil

Dear Stevil,
Why won’t you big ass “game designers”
come to my lame ass “convention”?

If I wanted to waste my time
babysitting a bunch of prepubes-
cent magic zombies I would save
my money and Just run my "blg
ags" over to saturday morning
detention at James Polk junior
high school. Hell, the turnout
would probably be better!

Stevil

Dear Bitter Stevil,
[ want to be a game designer. [ have a really
kewl idea abour a world where all the rivers run

in circles. (counter clockwise). My problem is I

don’t know where to take my great ideas. Can
you give me some advice?
E once Saw ) National

Geographic special on this phe-
nomenon. If you hop on a plane
right now you can get to New
Zealand and dump this load of
crap right where it belongs - in
the freakin' toilet!! Flush and
you'll be able to witness first
hand water flowing counter
clockwise. P.S. please forward
a copy of your travel arrange-
ments to me so that I can alert
the authorities to 1nvalidate
your return visa.

Stevil

Do you have a gaming related question that
desparately needs answering? Please contact
Stevil at bitter_stevil@hotmail.com with your

inquiry. We've heard that he loves reader mail...

The first installment of Stevﬁ's Birrsr Pulpit, We came up with ths idea for this column way back when we were writing issue 6.
Almost & year later it finally saw print. I'm a big fan of this and hope to revive it someday soon. - Dave
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supplg and D'mand BY JOLLY R. BLACKBURN AND DAVID 5. KENZER

IDEA SUGGESTED BY HAL MCKINNEY

WEIRD PETﬁ i
MEY YABOB!! |

WHAT CAN DO FORYA? §  OFFICIAL HAC

CANCELED

HEY PETE! ' LOOKING FOR A NEW MINIATURE FOR MY THIEF, KNUCKLES
THE SIXTH. HE LOST A LEG LAST THURSDAY YA KNOW?

(CHOKE) YEAH IT WAS TERRIBLE.
OH LORD!! NOT KNVCKLES?? I'M SORRY HE WAS FALSELY ACCUSED
TO HEAR THAT BOB. | REALLY AM. THAT'S A OF MURDERIN' SOME BEGGAR.

GREAT CHARACTER YOU HAVE THERE. — | TRIED TELLIN' THE STUPID

MAGISTRATE THAT IT
WAS DAVE WHO HAD DONE IT
BUT HE WOULDNT LISTEN. SO
I'M STANDING THERE AND...
| DICEJAM'98 [
Get yer
o ftickets herell [
OH GREAT, NOT ANOTHER CHARACTER STORY.. .ALL BECAUSE OF SOME
o STUPID THREE-
0O SAAAAYYYY!! | HATE TO LEGGED DOG. 50 THEY

INTERUPT YOU BOB BUT I'M GRAB ME AND..HUMN?? OH,

o CLOSING EARLY TODAY. WHAT OKAY. I'LL TELL YA ALL
KIND OF MINIATURE WAS YA ABOUT IT TOMORROW.
LOOKIN' FOR??

YEAH, 'M LOOKIN FOR A ONE-
LEGGED DWARVEN
THIEF-FXGHTER WITH A
BRAIDED BEARD BRANDISHING A
CROSSBOW AND WEARING
STUDDED LEATHER ARMOR. HE
SHOULD ALSO HAVE A HOODED
CAPE. AND IF YOU GOT ONE
WITH A RING ON THE MIDDLE
FINGER OF HIS LEFT HAND

THAT WOULD ROGKI!!

DICEJAM'98 |
Get yer
ﬂckets here!! [FRERESHE
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AWW, | THINK | MAY HAVE SOMETHING LIKE
THAT IN THE BACK.. WHORAHN, DID YOU SAY

ONE-LEGGED?? NO WAY YOURE GONNA FIND THAT!!
WHY THE

> i HELL NOT?

IT'S A SIMPLE MATTER OF SUPPLY AND
PEMAND, SON. NO DEMAND - NO SUPPLY!! NO
ONE'S GONNA WASTE THEIR TIME PUTTING OUT A

ONE-LEGGED DWARF!! WHO WOULD BUY IT7?

NO ONE RUNS A ONE-LEGGED DWARF! !

SHOWS HOW MUCH
YOU KNOW. T'M
RUNNING A
ONE-LEGGED

DWARE!! IT'5 NOT

FAIR!! THERE'S
GOTTA BE SOMEBODY
| CAN COMPLAN T0!!

WELL...] GUESS YOU COULD CALL THE GARY TACKSON CUSTOMER
SUPPORT LINE. IF YOU MAKE A NUISANCE OF YOURSELF THEY JUST MIGHT
CRACK AND DEVELOP ONE. BUT A ONE-LEGGED DWARF?? IT'S A LONG SHOT!

/ OH, I'LL CALL ALRIGHT!! THANKS PETE.

SAY, CAN | INTEREST YOU IN SOME HACKMASTER POCKET
PROTECTORS? GOT ALL THE HTK CHARTS PRINTED RIGHT ON EM.

/ UH, NO THANKS!
S

HOW ABOUT SOME FUZZY DICE?

ARMED WITH
DETERMINATION AND
WEIRD PETE'S ADVICE,
BOB SETS FORTHON A
GUEST!! COME HELL OR

HIGH WATER, THERE
WOULD BE A ONE-
LEGGED DWARF SERIES
FOR GARY JACKSON'S
HACKMETAL LINE OF
FINE MINIATURES!!

HARDELGHT ENTERPRISES!!
CUSTOMER SERVICE, MAY | HELP YOU??

/  urm oaw spunray )
|/ ttwrgay sy rowro > s |
PRy oy soguramray |

ID LIKE TO ORDER A ONE-LEGGED DWARVEN MINIA-
TURE. OH, AND IF YOU HAVE IT, ID LIKE ONE ARMED WITH A
CROSSBOW AND A RING ON HIS LEFT HAND, MIDDLE FINGER..

N WADDA YA MEAN YOU
DON'T MAKE ONE??
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YOU DID SAY A 'ONE-LEGGED DWARF' DIDN'T YoU, SIR?7
WELL WHO IN THEIR RIGHT MIND PLAYS A ONE-
LEGGED DWARF?7? THAT'S S0 LAME!!! ROLL UP A
NEW CHARACTER FOR CRYING OUT LOUD!!

WHO WOLILD PLAY A ONE-LEGGED DWARF?? WHO WOULD PLAY
A ONE-LEGGED DWARF?? LAME YOU SAY?? WELL LOOK
YOU STUPID JERK!! IT JUST S0 HAPPENS THAT X PLAY A ONE-
LEGGED DWARF AND HIS NAME 1S KNUGKLES THE STXTH! !

MISTER PEE-ON/!! YOU KNOW WHO ELSE PLAYS A LAME-
ASS ONE-LEGGED DWARF?7 HUH?? YOU'RE BOSS - THAT'S
WHO!! GARY HEMSELF!!! EVER HEAR OF STURM PYR
THE DWARVEN PIRATE?? HUH MISTER LACKEY??

?. SN\ WELL NAYBE YoU
SHOULD READ
GARY'S NOVEL!! IT'S
! ALL IN THERE!!!

|

/"‘_——
YOU HEAR ME!!!
LET ME SPELL THAT FOR You!
K-N-V-G-K-L-E-S!!
AND HE'S MIGHTY WELL
3\’;};3333 THOUGHT OF HERE N LOCAL
PLEASE!! GAMING CIRCLES!!
AND LET ME TELL YA SOMETHING ELSE

STURM PYRE?? GIVE ME A BREAK, HUH 77 MAYBE
YOV SHOULD READ GARY'S NOVEL AGAIN, TERK! [
THAT CHARACTER WAS A JOKE!! WHY DO YOU THINK
GARY KILLED HIM OFF IN THE SECOND BOOK? HUH?

/ UH-0H. | JUST LOST FIVE
"‘. POINTS FOR THAT*.
©

A FEW MOMENTS LATER...

HARD EIGHT ENTERPRISES! !
CUSTOMER SERVICE, MAY | HELP YOU??

HEY DO YOU CARRY ANY ONE-LEGGED DWARVEN
MINIATURES?? UH HUH..YOU DON'T? | SEE. HMMM...
HEY, PUT ME THROUGH TO GARY WOULD YA?? I'LL HOLD.

\ ILL PUT A LITTLE
PRESSURE ON. LEAST | CAN
DO FOR BOBBY-BOY AFTER
BUYING THOSE FUZZY DICE.

S ipe are spungey
|/ amagiy sy somorn ani |
[ vapns o rogusnray |

* Seo Tales From the Vault, page 50 [Familiar #8]
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The Trouble With Bob

BY JOLLY R. BLACKBURN AND DAVID S. KENZER

THREE WEEKS IN A ROW!! BE HERE ON TIME.

IT'S JUST NOT LIKE HIM! \

T CAN'T BELTEVE XT! | BET IF YOU STARTED DOCKING HIM ' i
BOBIS LATE AGAN. THAT'S  EXPRRIENGE POINTS KD . e MUIERR SRS BN L

HE'S AN EMOTIONAL TIME BOMB T00!!

/

WHAT'S TO GET?7
HE'S JUST BEING BOB.

I'M SERIOUS ABOUT THIS. I'M WORRIED ABOUT BOB. | TALKED
WITH HIM EARLIER THIS WEEK AND HE SEEMED REALLY
HAGGARD AND DEPRESSED. | THINK THIS KNUCKLES
THING DESTROYED HIS LOVE FOR THE GAME. HE HASNT
BEEN INVOLVED MUCH EVER SINCE KNUCKLES LOST HIS
LEG*, HE JUST SITS THERE AND SULKS.

WEVE 60T TO
CHEER HIM Up.

YEAH, BOB HAS BEEN OUT-OF-IT LATELY. LAST WEEK | HAD

TO NUDGE HIM EVERY TIME IT WAS HIS TURN TO ROLL A

TO-HIT. AND EVEN THEN HE WOULDN'T EVEN BLOW ON THE
DICE OR SHAKE 'EM REAL GOOD LIKE HE USUALLY DOES.

THE POOR GLY. BA SHOULD HAVE DONE THE RIGHT
HE'S S0 UPSET THING AND JUST HAD KNUCKLES
ABOUT KNUCKLES EXECUTED. KNVCKLES IS5

BEING MAIMED. RUINED AND BOB IS TOO ATTACHED
\ TO HIM TO CREATE A NEW CHARACTER.

LISTEN UP!! WERE GONNA INTERVENE AND BOOST BOB'S
MORALE TONIGHT! LET'S MAKE HIM FEEL SPECEAL!! LET
HIS CHARACTER GRAB AN EXTRA HELPING OF THE
GLORY IN TONIGHT'S GAME. LET KNUCKLES HAVE THE
SPOTLIGHT AND BE A HERO. WHAT DO YOU SAY?

A
B | THINK IT'S JUST
WHAT BOB NEEDS TO
Nt} GET HIM BACK IN THE
"’ —— GAME AND BACK IN
. spiRITS!!

EXTRA HELPING OF GLORY??
WELL, AS LONG AS IT DOESN'T INVOLVE GIVING UP
ANY EXPERIENCE POINTS OR TREASURE - I'M IN!

WELL, IT SEEMS T0 GO AGAINST

\ GARY TACKSON'S ADVICE FOR

YOURE A \ HANDLING 'PLAYERS WHO CAN'T

PRINCE... DAVE. ' GUT T AS SET DOWN IN CHAPTER 12
\ OF THE HACKMASTER GM'S

| GUIDE, BUT UK... YER THE BOSS, BA
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FORTY MINUTES LATER...
SORRY I'M LATE. | WENT DOWN TO WEXRD PETE'S TO FIND A MINIATURE FOR

KNVCKLES. N LUCK! PETE SAID IF | PESTERED HARD EXGHT ENTERPRISES
BOB!! S0 GLAD YOU COULD MAKE IT. ENOUGH THEY MIGHT BREAKDOWN AND RELEASE A ONE-LEGGED DWARF SET.

TOUGH ADVENTURE TONIGHT!! THE PARTY | | I
WOLLLD HAVE BEEN RURTM WITHOUT CALLED ALL AFTERNOON PRETENDING | WAS DIFFERENT PEOPLE.

(AHEM) KNUCKLE'S FIREPOWER.

AAAAHH!! THERE'S SOMETHING | CAN DO FOR BOB!/

wOW! ! | CANT BELIEVE THIS IS THE FINAL

MODULE Z-45?27 AT LAST!!! INSTALLMENT TO GARY'S ULTIMATE CAMPAIGN-SERIES

ALL RIGHT, TONIGHT WE'RE GOING g

TOPLN THROUGH MODULE 245 TTE gﬂ‘gﬁgﬁwsmx_mﬁ AND | HEAR IT CARRIES A HAGKFACTOR FIVE RATING!!

RAIDERS OF DOOM- SAKER EMPIRE SERIES.
SAKER STEPPES. TS HOT OFF | 5110F WiSH KNLICKLES WAS N BIG DEAL! (YAWN) THE ZULU SERIES WAS NOTHING BUT
THE PRESS!! YOU'LL BE STARTING FULL FORM FOR THIS ONE. A COLLECTION OF HACK-N-SLASH, NO-BRAINER
OUT IN THE SMALL TOWN OF ... SCENARIOS LOOSELY WOVEN TOGETHER AROUND A
RATHER WEAK AND UNINSPIRED CONAN-RIPOFF!

EVEN SO, | THOUGHT THE
INDEXING AND CROSS-
REFERENCE TABLES
WERE THE BEST OF ANY
~ CAMPAIGN SERIES.

[ : E '3 i
AS THE ADVENTURE UNFOLDS...

OKAY, DAVE AS YOU KICK THE OH.UH (AHEM), THREE OF THEM EN?? KNUGKLES IS WREAKING
DOOR IN YOU SURPRISE THREE I'M PULLING BACK. THESE GNOME GUARDS HAVOG WITH HIS CROSSBOW
GNOME GUARDS! ! LOOKS HAVE BEEN FAIRLY TOUGH CUSTOMERS SO FAR. TONIGHT!! 00D JoB, BOB!!
LIKE YOU HAVE THE INITIATIVE.
TS TOUGH KEEPING UP
WITH HIM. HAR HAR! jli
SAVE SOME FOR LS BOB'!
I WASTE EMWITH
MY CROSSBOW!!Y /
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PAMN! [ | FUMBLED AGAIN!! HEY DAVE, WHAT'S GOING ON??
; : WELL, SINCE BOB FUMBLED, THE GNOMES GET TO ATTACK.
YOU CAN'T STAND THE HEAT?? YOURE GETTIN TO THEY FIRE THREE ARROWS. TWO STRIKE DAVE FOR A

2?7
BE A HEAYY LOAD TO CARRY YA KNOW™™ TOTAL OF TEN POINTS OF DAMAGE! ! THE LAST ONE
STRIKES BREAN FOR FOUR POINTS OF PAMAGE! !

I'M GETTIN TO BE A WHAT??
LISTEN YOU LITTLE...

/ DAVE?? (AHEM) MAYBE BOB'S RIGHT.

..OH, YEAH, MAYBE HE 1S. SORRY BOB. \
fLL TRY TO HELP OUT MORE. (GRRRR)

¢MON YOU SLACKERS! [ | COULD USE A SORRY BOB!! WERE
LITTLE HELP HERE. SHOW SOME FIGHTING SPIRIT RIGHT BEHIND YOU
AND JUMP IN HERE!! THEYRE JUST FREAKIN' (SIGH).

GNOMES FOR CRYING 0UT LOUD!!

(MOAN) IT'S OK BOB. WE'RE TALKING ABOUT

OKAY DAVE, THE DOOM LORD HITS YOU SQUARELY KNUCKLES HERE. YOU JUST STAND FAST!!
WITH HIS MAGE AND KNOCKS YOU INTO A COLUMN OF  ROLL THOSE DICE AGAIN BIG GUY! YOU CAN DO IT!!
STONE. YOURE KNOGKED OVT COLD! WE KNOW YOU CAN
THIS MEANS THAT KNVGKLES THE THIEF THAT'S RIGHT BOB! sl
IS THE ONLY ONE LEFT STANDING!! !
YOU ALWAYS CONE PRESSURE, HERE.

/

THROUGH IN A PINCH!

gy

THAT'S THE FIFTH TIME.

/

/ DAMN Y | FUMBLED AGAIN!
z
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LOOK, BOB, | HAVE TO BE UPFRONT WITH YOU. DAVE'S

GEE!! WHAT A TOUGH SPOT TO BE IN.
LAST HIT LEFT THE DPOOM LORD WITHONLY 8

WHAT SHOLLD | DO?? RUN AWAY AND D?:JTWDE\EY 303!11 ug gm-:;s
HIT POINTS!! OVFORTUNATELY, YOUONLY || BENG BACK HELP 0R STAND D Fgr??  GOWE T GEE YO0 e FLACK
HAVE FOUR HIT POINTS LEFT. YOU CAN :
CHOOSE TO RUN NOW AND SAVE YOURSELF, OR GET R
OFF ONE MORE ATTACK ON THE DOOMLORD §

BEFORE HE ATTACKS YOU! BUT YOU CAN'T DO BOTH. IT's 0BVIOUS!! YOV STAND THE HELL WE WON'T!
AND YOU'LL NEED A NATURAL TWENTY TO EVEN THERE AND FIGHT!! HE'S NOT GONNA LEAVE
HIT HIM. IF YOU MISS, YOU DIE ALONG WITH EVERYONE US HERE TO DIE! ROLL

ELSE N THE PARTY!! \ THOSE DICE BOB!

I'M THINKING | SHOULD JUST HAUL ASS! | CAN

HAUL ASS?? LOOK YOU LITTLE GIMP!! | DIDNT PULL MY
ALWAYS COME BACK TO RETRIEVE YOUR BODIES

:uncn:s ALL NIGHT JUST S0 YoU CoULD m:r,& AWAY AND SAVE YOUR
REASON WN SORRY ASS AND LEAVE US BEHIND!! | WANT TO SEE YOU START
Lf‘g&gﬂ%*fvﬁm ,W'_i’:,og"ﬁff ROLLING SOME DICE AND | WANT TO SEE YOU START ROLLING THEM NOW! !
THE WEXGHT HERE TONIGHT!!

YEAH!! | COULD HAVE TAKEN OUT
I OH %)U zéve. THAT POOM LORD TWENTY

SPILLING MINUTES AGO IF | mmwrJ

THE..(GULP) DAMPENED MY FIREBALLS!

)

x ??
PULLING PUNCHES?? DAMPENING FIRE Géeﬂ,?:":f& ,ﬁﬁwﬁﬂg - ,C”,E""«_E 5"?“:%”
WALSt T KMAW WIS A ] WAY?? AT LEAST HE'S NOT AFRAD OF A
U et e Al il LOSERS?? GET A CLUE SHERLOCK!! FIGHT!! MISTER LET-ME-
peL MG LET W TAE AL WE FELT SORRY FOR YOU AND YOUR PULL-BACK-AND-ASSESS-THE-
7 HAVE v
GIMPY-DWARF S0 WE DECIDED TO SITUATION!!
HAD THE NERVE TO HOLD YOURHANDS OUT U2 vou) bE THE B LY TONGHT/! AND
AT THE D OF THE NGV LOSKRSII oy WHAT THANKS DO WE GET*7 YO rpreipectig
'-- TURN YELLOW AND RUN AWAY! OH MY! CALLIN' LOSER??
EASY, BOB, IT WASN'T

LIKE THAT. THEY...
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AFRAID OF A FIGHT?? WHO'S AFRAXD OF A FIGHT?? DAVE!!

1 27 UlIN?? ' 27
HUHN?? YOU TALKIN TO ME?7 HUH?? YOV TALKIN' TO ME?? l.:;ru "Hg: :Egg ! YEAH DAVE, SAVE
el A PIECE OF HIM
LET HIM GO DAVE!!! FoR Me!!
HEY. WHAA, . ERP.. LEGGO!!
LEGGO DAVE!!
C'MON...LEGGO OF ME!!

I SAID, 'LETHIMGO!!"

EEEYAA, EEYAA, HRO0O,
WHAAA, .. GEEEE ... EEYA

By B2
LATER THAT NIGHT..

IT'S NICE TO HAVE
YOU BACK BOB. YOU GOT ANY
IT REALLY 15! ASPIRIN?
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The Gary Jackson Files: A Sure Thing! o i winer

HARD EXGHT ENTERPRISES! !
I'M YOUR CUSTOMER SERVICE REP, TULEY. MAY | HELP YOU??

THANK You!!
W e °
[y
| n e papoy ;
[pasas w7 soarorea apze | i)
s ows roquramoy

YES, | WAS WONDERING IF YOU
CARRY A ONE-LEGGED DWARF IN
YOUR NEW HACKMETAL MINIATURE
SERIES?? YOV DON'T??
WELL YOU CERTAINLY SHoULD!!
YOU MIGHT WANT TO PASS THAT
ON TO MR. JACKSON.

‘ \ ;!ﬂihn“
) Dl

OKAY BRIAN, YOUR
TURN!! CHANGE YOUR
VOICE THIS TIME S0 HE
DOESN'T RECOGNIZE YOU.

NO SWEAT!! FLL LAY MY ERNEST
BORGNINE IMPERSONATION ON
HIM THIS TIME. IT'S UNCANNY!!

GEEZE LOVEEZE!! THAT'S 89
REQUESTS FOR A ONE-LEGGED
DWARF IN JUST 72 HOURS!!!! ID BETTER
TELL MR. TAGKSON ABOUT THIS!!

HEY!! YOU GUYS MAKE A ONE-LEGGED DWARF WITH A
CROSSBOW?? HUM?? NO | HAVEN'T CALLED BEFORE, 1 JUST
THINK ONE-LEGGED DWARVES ARE KEWL!! OH, WHILE | HAVE

YOU ON THE LINE, WHAT DO YOU THINK OF A PENGIL
SHARPENER BASE FOR MINJATURES?? | COULD SEND A

FEW SAMPLES IF YOU'D LIKE TO... HELLO? HELLO??

/

DON'T FORGET ABOUT
THE RING!! LEFT HAND
- MIDDLE FINGER!!

’ iprg ase speayey

SISy B w2 AL |
JAPRT SP ISP DN J’

LOOKS LIKE EVERYONE'S HERE.
LET'S GET THIS MEETING
STARTED GENTLEMEN!! WE'VE GOT
A LOT OF GROUND TO COVER!!

It's funny; but we starred Issua 14 wnn !hls sfngo fdaa (suggxastad by Ha} fmm Thundnrbon Mounraln the sams guy thaf na

mrmarums 8 gre&t fan and insnd) In ms pmasss of Iaylng mvnda!ion far i, we wrote one anda ha#‘ faaussr Dava _ i
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FIRST OFF, I'M PULLING THE PLUG ON GANGSTA
HACK!! | DONT CARE HOW HOT ON IT YOU GLYS ARE,
| JUST DON'T SEE A MARKET FOR A ROLEPLAYING GAME
ABOUT THE GANGSTA RAP WARS. 50 I'M NIPPIN IT
IN THE BUD!!! | DON'T WANT ANOTHER ABE, BABES &

DAMN GARY!! | PUT A LOT
OF LATE NIGHTS INTO THOSE

GOOD CALL, GEE-TAY!! I NEVER RAP-SONG MATRICES!!
ROLLERBLADES FIASCO ON MY HANDS, REALLY LNDERSTO0D THE CONCEPT!
OH SIR, I'D REALLY HATE TO SEE THAT'S GONNA, LEAVE A BIG HOLE IN
GANGSTA HACK 60!/ OUR PRODUCTION SCHEDULE!

I JUST LOOKED AT THE LATEST SALES FIGURES AND THERE'S NO CONTEST.

HAGKMASTER 15 STILL PAYING THE BILLS AROUND HERE. SURE, SALES HAVE BEEN HAMMMM, 1 COULD WORK IN
DIPPING THE LAST THREE QUARTERS BUT IT'S STILL THE BEST MOVING PRODUCT WE HAVE. 50 THOSE DOG-PADDLING
| THINK WE SHOULD REVAMP THE OLD LADY AND RELAUNCH WITH A NEW EDITION! RULES | WORKED LP.
HACKMASTER 4TH EDITION?? BUT SIR WE
JUST RELEASED THE 3RD EDITION NINE MONTHS AGO!!! MARVELOUS IDEA, AND I'VE BEEN WORKING ON
WE'RE STILL GETTING FLACK FROM THE FANS BECAUSE ~ GEE-TAY!! BRILLIANT!! SPLITTING EDGED WEAPONS INTO
IT WAS HOT ON THE HEELS OF 2ND EDITION!! HONED-EDGE AND
/ / SERRATED-EDGE CLASSES!

BAAAA! ! ! THIRD EDITION FLOUNDERED BECAUSE | LET

YOU 6UYS TALK ME OUT OF MY “THIRTY-THREE 12 POINT | BELIEVE!!! WE COULD BUMP IT P TO 14 PONT
PERCENT MORE RULE-OF-THUMB. IT'S ALWAYS AND INCREASE THE LEADING A BIT, LIKE WE DID ON
SERVED ME WELL. ALL WE HAVE TO DO IS FLUFF THE PAGE CATTLEPUNK IND EDXTION. THAT SHOULD
COUNT UP 237 AND THE FANS WILL EAT IT UP. INCREASE THE OVERALL PAGE COUNT BY 22 PERCENT!
HEY PETE, WHAT POINT-SIZE 600D IDEA!! AND WE CAN ADD SIDE-
WAS THE BODY TEXT IN 3RD BARS WITH REDUNDANT INFORMATION
EDITION?? TO GAIN THE OTHER 11 PERGENT!
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THERE, SEE HOW EASY THAT WAS?7 MAKE IT HAPPEN BOYS!! | WANT IT ON THE

STREETS IN FOUR WEEKS!! NOW THEN, WE HAVE ANOTHER BIT OF BUSINESS. THAT'S RIGHT!!! JUST
ACCORDING T0 GUSTOMER SERVICE THERE'S BEEN A RASH OF REQUESTS FOR LIKE STURM PYRE!
A CERTAIN NAGKMETAL MINTATURE. TROUBLE IS - WE DONT MAKE THIS GO0D LORD!! THE ONE FIGURE YOU
PARTICULAR FIGURE!! OVER THE PAST WEEK AND A HALF WE'VE HAD 159 YOU MEAN LIKE... LIKE...  MORONS TALKED ME OUT
REQUESTS FOR A ONE-LEGGED DWARF FIGURE! ! SOUND FAMILIAR?? OF PRODLICING!!
| DON'T GET IT! STUMPY WAS JUST ABOUT
ONE-LEGGED DWARF?? THE LAMEST CHARACTER FROM THE
YOU'VE GOT TO BE KIDDING!! EVERKNIGHT BOOKS! ! WHO THE
\ HELL WOULD WANT A FIGLRE 0{ HIM??

LAME?? GET YOUR HEAD OUT OF YER BUTT

| ALWAYS KNEW HE HAD A CLLT FOLLOWNG!! HEAD THE RELEASE OF OUR NAGKMETAL LINE. IT'S NOT T00 LATE T0 GET
WHY | LET YOU GUYS TALK ME INTO KILLING I | | THAT SCULPTOR, WHAT'S HIS NAME?? TROY MIER ON THE PHONE!! TELL HIM
OFF I'LL NEVER KNOW. JUST ANOTHER REMINDER | WANT TO SEE SOME STURM PYRE MASTERS BY MONDAY MORNING!! EDMUND,

| WANT TO START CRANKING OUT STUMPY FIGS BY THE END OF THE NEXT WEEK!!

i TROY MIER? HE'S YOU WANT THAT
RIGHT AWAY GARY:!  THE BEST ALRIGHT!! FIGURE WITH OR
. mlz iilé ZtiL{kl.Tt?ﬁEas I'M ON IT, GEE-TAY!! WITHOUT THE BLOOD-
WELL AND GET IT LET'S MOVE IT WGOEE ﬁﬁ’ i
UPDATEDH GENTLEMEN!!
LOOK ALIVE!!
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JUST ANOTHER BRILLIANT FLASH OF

A FEW DAYS LATER....
INSPIRATION THAT CAME TO ME. PENCIL
SHARPENER BASES FOR MINIATURES!!
(PATENT PENDING). THAT WAY YOU ALWAYS HAVE A

LOOK AT HIM!! HE'S BEAUTIFUL!!!
PENCIL SHARPENER HANDY DURING A GAME AND AT
THE SAME TIME IT KEEPS YOUR FIGURE FROM FALLING

LOOK AT THE DETAIL!! YOU CAN EVEN SEE
THE LITTLE RENG ON THE MIDDLE
FINGER OF HIS LEFT HAND!! THIS BABY 15~ ®- m‘&r;;::::;cx“““
GONG FLY OFF THE SKELF ITELLYA!! o 7 OFF AND GETTING DAMAGED. NEAT HUH??
SHEER GENILS GEE-TAY! ! ;:g f]r‘-,?,"rn“:;"‘;'!- ;‘é E:ENTEOE ':mcﬁoh{oﬁ
d 1 et
THAT'S WHAT IT 15! \ DURABLE!!

r.‘-m%“"‘!ﬂu

SIR?? WHAT'S WRONG??

AWH, 50 YOU DID!! GOOD JOB PETE!! YOU KNOW THIS
MAKES ME WANT TO PULL OUT STVRM PYRE'S

CHARACTER SHEET AND PLAY HIM AGAIN. EVERYBODY
USED TO LAUGH AT POOR STURM PYRE BUT LOOK
WHO'S SPORTIN' A PEWTER PROFILE!! HA HA... . HUN? HE'S MISSING THE WRONG LEG! ]
STUMPY WAS MISSING HIS
RIGHTLEG NOT HIS LEFTLEG!!

(BULP) SURELY, SIR,
IT DOESN'T REALLY

WHAT THE
HELL??

HELL, IT COST ME A FORTUNE TO'START OVER FROM SCRATCH BUT |
| REFUSE TO PUT OUT A STURM PYRE FIGURE THAT'S ANATOM

1l crack up when | think of what a fan-boy Gary is at heart, Just like Bob, the miniatures had
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Tht Tﬂ“gl'd wtb BY JOLLY R BLACKBURN, STEVE JOHANSSON AND DAVID S. KENZER

BOB, YOUIRE OVER AN WOUR LATE! YU KNOW YOU'eE CMON DUDE!! YOU CANT CRAWL N~ YEAH, BOB!/ WERE CURIOUS.
SUPPOSED TO CALL IF YOL'RE GOING TO BE LATE: 3 - 7
. HERE WEARING A GREASE-MONKEY WHAT'S THE STORY?
YOU'VE HELD UP THE GAME ONGE AGAIN! ! SF DAY TR T WA T
AND WHAT THE HELL IS WITH THAT OUTFIT? DID : / s s e
Y THING? DONT LEA
0LR CAR BREAK DOWN 0R SOMETHING / ol gl
GOING TO BE GOOD.

/ IT'S A LONG
STORY. LET'S
JUST PLAY ALL

OVUR FAULT,
0 “ﬂ;? :\!!'I(SL‘I; M'x: :HogéiTT HE X KNEW IT!! | THOUGHT THAT UM HUN! YOU SEE THERE?? DIDNT | TELL YOU
SAW YOU AT THE MALL YESTERDAY. WAS YOUR OLD MAN!! HE TRIED TO IT WAS?B?AD KARMA TO LXE TO YOUR DAD,
NOW NE'S SUSPICIOUS!! FOLLOW ME BUT | SHOOK HIM IN BOBY? IT'S ALL CATCHING UP WITH YOU.
HE DRILLED ME FOR AN HOUR TODAY ARCADE PALACE THAT STILL
WANTING TO KNOW WHERE I'M DOESNT EXPLAIN THE FUNNY GET-UP!!
SPENDING MY THURSDAY NIGHTS. DAMN! ! WE DIDNT
YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO BE FACTOR IN A CHANCE BOB'S
DEAD REMEMBER*? DAD WOULD RUN INTO DAVE.

| SWEAR IT ON MY LLFKY TEN-SIDER!!! RIGHT THERE

S0 GET THIS, I'M LEAVING THE ON THE FRONT STOOP! HE HAD ME SPREADIN' EM AND

HOUSE TONIGHT AND HLE%WAITING LEANING AGAINST THE WALL WHILE HE DID THE
WHOLE JOE FRIDAY ROUTINE ON ME.

AT THE DOOR FOR ME. WHAT DO
YOU THINK HE DOES? HUH?? 60 GET OVUT OF Hiui!

AHEAD AND GLESS!! HE PATS NO WAY!! 1"
ME DOWN FOR DIGE!! OH MY! ‘%’L%‘i%‘é’%g
D .

* See Tales From the Vault Volume Four {KaDT #1 1 }' “The Empry Ghalr"
(Bob tells his Dad hes altendlng Dave's funara!) _
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FORTUNATELY I'VE BEEN HIDING MY PXCE BAG IN THE SPARE
TIRE WELL OF MY GHEVETTE. IT WAS A CLOSE CALL THOLGH.

OKAY, OKAY, BUT ~ C/MON BOB, YOU GOT
THE GET-UP77 1S HANGING ON
WHAT'S WITH THE ~ EVERY WORD HERE!!
GOOFY GET-UP? \

I TOLD YA!I! MY DAD WAS SUSPICIOUS. | RAN OUT OF
EXCUSES. S0 | TOLD HIM | TOOK A JOB AT NAYNER'S
MOTORCYCLE REPAIR SHOP OVER ON MEMORIAL
DRIVE. | COULDNT THINK OF ANYTHING ELSE TO SAY.

YoUu?7? A BIKE 50 YOU WENT OUT AND
MECHANIC?? WHAT BOUGHT THIS FQ’K’E
A STRETCH!!! MECHANIC'S OUTFIT?? JUST

TO FOOL YOUR DAD?7?

FAKE MY ASS! ! ON THE WAY TO THE GAME | NOTICED MY DAD
WAS SHADOWING ME S0 | HAD TO BACKTRACK AND MAKE MY WAY TO
NAYNER'S SHOP. | THOUGHT I'D JUST DUCK INSIDE AND HANG
TIGHT UNTIL HE LEFT. NO SUGH LUGK! HE SAT IN THE PARKING
LOT AND CASED THE JOINT. I HAD NO CHOICE. | HAD TO STEAL SOME
OVERALLS AND WALK AROUND LIKE | WORKED THERE.

UH...DIDN'T ANYONE
NOTICE You??

HELL YES THEY NOTICED ME[!
THEY ALMOST KILLED ME!! | HAD TO HIDE
IN A GREASE RAG HAMPER UNTIL
| COULD MAKE A BREAK FOR IT!!

I'M PROUD OF YOU BOB! ! YOU'VE DEMONSTRATED
SOME REAL SURVIVAL SKILLS. YOU ACTED FAST ON
YOUR FEET! YOUR FINELY-HONED INSTINCTS SAVED You!!
AND JUST WHERE DID YOU LEARN THOSE SKILLS, HUH??
RIGHT HERE AT THE GAMING TABLE!!

WELL MY LITTLE BAG OF TRICKS IS JUST
ABOUT EMPTY, PAL!! I'M RUNNING OUT OF
EXCUSES AND THE OLD MAN IS CLOSING IN ON

WHAT'S THIS?7 DO MY EARS DECEIVE ME?7 IT SOUNDS LIKE YOURE
THROWING N THE TOWEL, BOB!! WOULD AN ADMISSION
OF DEFEAT EVER ROLL FROM THE LIPS OF
KNUCKLES: KING OF THE WALL CLIMBERS??

I THINK
— Nor!
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NABBED YoU? FOR SIX MONTHS I'VE BEEN GAMING BEHIND MY DAD'S BACK AND HE'S NEVER
yoﬁo ,,ﬁ{_‘,f{n'ﬁr"% EW%E m; Svueias CAUGHT ME! THIS WAS JUST A CLOSE CALL - THAT'S ALL!! A LITTLE
STACKED AGAINST YOU!! YOV ROLLED A REMINDER THAT | NEED TO BE MORE CAREFUL AND BETTER PREPARED.
NATURAL TWENTY DUDE! ! YOU SHOULD BE
BELLOWING OUT A BIG 'HOODY HOO' RIGHT NOW!
NOW YOU'RE SOUNDING LIKE KNVGKLES
THE THIEE! ATTA' BOY, BOB!/
GEE, | DIDN'T THINK OF GREAT! AND
IT THAT WAY! | WAS HE WAS S0 ' WARNING YOU BOB!! EVERY LIE
PRETTY RESOURCEFLIL. CLOSE TO HELL YEAK! WHAT'S GARY EVENTUALLY GETS UNCOVERED! LIKE
LEARNING JACKSON ALWAYS SAY?7 “THE YOUR DAD RUNNING INTO DAVE AT THE
/ A LESSON, GAMEMUSTGOON!!"

MALL!! IT WILL ALWAYS HAPPEN!

/

600D POINT
4 SARA!
P 8
| THINK gas OWE YOU AN APOLOGY, BOB. WEVE LET YOV L R
IN THE GAME WE'VE ALWAYS BEEN A TEAM -
AGATNSY THE WORLDI BT WEVE N LETTnG You | | MEN'Z YOUGNSAGE  EXACTLY WERE GOMA LODXAT TS
FIGHT A LONELY BATTLE IN YOUR EFFORTS TO JUST MAKE IT ING TO HELP ME **
TO THE GAME EACH WEEK. TONIGHT THAT CHANGES. FROM NOW ON,
WE'RE GOING TO FACE THAT CHALLENGE AS A TEAM! |

A STRATEGY - HEDGE YOUR BETS - PUT
THE ODDS IN YOUR FAVOR!!

AWH MAN! THIS IS 50 KEWL!! IT'LL BE

LIKE JUST ANOTHER GAME WE'RE PLAYING

FROM WEEK TO WEEK. IF YOU SHOW UP -
WE'RE ALL WINNERS!!! HA HA! !

FORTY MINUTES LATER...
NOW WHAT WE NEED TO DO IS TO PUT OUR HEADS TOGETHER AND
COMPILE THE ULTIMATE LIST OF EXCUSES! ! Goop
RELIABLE EXCUSES!! ONES THAT CAN'T BE VERIFIED AND WON'T
COME BACK TO HAUNT US LIKE 'DAVE'S FUNERAL' WE GOTTA
DEVISE A SYSTEM SO BOB IS NEVER CALGHT OFF GUARD AGANN.

.INTERVIEW WITH THE FBX, THEN THERE WAS DAVE'S FUNERAL,
BOWLING LEAGUE, STUDYING AT THE LIBRARY FOR THE GMAT,

VOLUNTEER FOR THE RE-ELECT DAN GUAYLE CAMPAIGN,
THEN THERE WAS THE ADOPY THE HEGHWAY PROGRAM,

TRYING OUT FOR A PART IN A PLAY (STREETGAR NAMED
P DESIRE), COMET WATCHING, STUDYING FOR THE MENSA
- EXAM, SHUFFLE BOARD TOURNEY, VISITIN' OLD PEOPLE, BOUNCER
CEC)’(MCZ"S'ES“B‘(;E g AT THE SPORTS BAR, GIVING BLOOD, JOINED A BAND, NEIGHBORHOOD
Aoty U6n 0w | | WATCH VOLUNTEER, TAKNG UP JOGGNG, NTERVIEW WITH NASA..
/' DONT REPEAT THEM
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..RUNNING FOR COUNTY TREASURER, SHOPPING AT THE MALL.
SEARCHING FOR AN ALTERNATOR FOR MY GHEVET'TE, GOING ON A
DATE, HACKYSACK LEAGUE, RXDE-ALONG WITH THE MUNCIE
POLICE DEPARTMENT, ARCHEOLOGICAL DIG (OVERNIGHTER),

PROGRAMMING SOFTWARE FOR MICROSOFT, LECTURING ON THE
UNIVERSITY CIRCUIT, VOLUNTEER WORK AT THE SOUP KITCHEN,
REWINDING TAPES AT BIG BIG VIDEO. AND... UH... OF COURSE
WORKING AT NAYNER'S BIKE SHOP. THAT'S JUST ABOUT IT.

OH DUDE, | HAD NO IDEA. GOOD LORD!! ALL
I'M SORRY WE WEREN'T  THE LIES. POOR BOB.

THERE FOR YOU! /

OKAY, NOW FOR THE SECOND STAGE. WE COME UP WITH 500
FOOLPROOF EXCUSES!!! WE SORT THEM BASED ON DIFFICULTY
OF VERIFICATION AND BELIEVABILITY!! ONCE WE HAVE THESE
WE'LL CREATE A SERIES OF RANDOM EXCUSE TABLES AND PUT

THEM ALL TOGETHER TO FORM A BOOK OF EXCUSES

THAT BOB CAN CARRY WITH HIM AT ALL TIMES.

AN HOUR LATER...

6UYS,THIS IS SO WRONG!

HERE'S ONE! YOU WERE
HOW ABOUT VOLUNTEER GOOD ONES!

OH, OH, HERE'S ONE!! M HELPIN BOY SCOVT  wopy rop THE Muwex  KED TOBEAGUEST  ryoqe wou p iy

TROOP 54 BUILD AN RISIS LINE?? SPEAKER FOR NICELY ON TABLE G-
(4 :
VLTRA-LIGHT ATRCRAFT FOR THE LIARS COMMUNITY
FATRMONT SESOVI-CENTENNIAL! ANONYMOUS!! co:\ﬂ‘avacsﬁ WEKEEP HEEE!S ’

FEW MORE FOR TABLE
B EMPLOYMENT

OKAY, THAT SHOULD DO IT!! WE HAVE 500 EXCUSES SPREAD
OUT OVER 25 1D20 RANDOM EXCUSE TABLES! ILL
TYPE THIS UP AND PRINT OUT AN EXCUSE BOOKLET FOR EACH

OF US. EACH ENTRY WILL HAVE ITS OWN CORRESPONDING
CHALLENGE AND PASSWORD. THAT WAY IF, IN AN
EMERGENCY, BOB NEEDS TO HAVE ONE OF LS VOUCH FOR HIM
WE CAN USE THE CODE WORDS IN A CONVERSATION TO CONVEY
WHICH EXCUSE 1S BEING UTILIZED. | SUGGEST WE UPDATE THE
BOOKS EVERY SIX TO EIGHT WEEKS!! ANY QUESTIONS?

' Il HEY, THE
I'M TOUCHED!! (MOAN)
60 ON.IDUDE.’.'

| THINK M
GONNA CRY!

| FEEL LIKE ' ENTERING
SOME SORT OF UNHOLY
ALLIANCE. (SIGH)
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For the Love of Knuckles s v suoan st omwssovmoowo s oaee

GET A JOB! HE DOESNT GET OFF
"TIL. SEVEN O'CLOCK.

HEY GUYS, 'M AFRAID BOB IS GONNA A TOB?? CMON BA BOB HAS A TOB?? :wf ,'SEH"OU“ LDI
T0 BE LATE TONIGHT ONCE AGAIN!!. THIS ISN'T FUNNY. QUIT HAS HELL FROZEN OVER?? ™ iavE MADE HIM
HIS DAD FOUND HIS LITTLE BOOK CLOWNING AROUND. MEMORIZE THOSE
OF EXCUSES! ! HE MADE BOB WHERE'S BOB? / EXCUSES AND BURN
THE BOOK!

WELL, SOME GOOD DID COME FROM IT!! BOB'S DAD
SAYS AS LONG AS HE CAN HOLD A JOB HE COULD

CARE LESS IF BOB GAMES WITH US OR NOT. AT LEAST
WE DONT HAVE TO SNEAK AROUND ANYMORE.

£, A
et

GEE, | WAS KIND OF GETTIN' INTO IT. IT
WAS KINDA FUN HAVING BOB'S DAD THINK ~ POOR BOBBY-BOY!! HE
| WAS DEAD. | DID FEEL GUILTY WHEN HE ~ HAD HIS HEART SET

SENT FLOWERS TO THE HOUSE THOUGH. ON BEING A
PROFESSIONAL

ROLE-PLAYER.

THANK GAWD IT'S OVER, AT HIS DREAMS HAVE

LEAST | CAN PLAY WITH A BEEN SHATTERED.
CLEAR CONSCIENCE NOW. TSK.. TSK.

50 WHAT KIND OF JOB

HOE AND NARNESS? POOR BOB!! DEALING WITH
WIND DAMAGED SILOS, MAD COW DISEASE AND CROP
FAILURES? TALK ABOUT A FISH-0UT-OF-WATER.!!

DID BOB GET, BA.7

HE'S WORKING AS AN ADJUSTER
FOR HOE AND NARNESS
FARMER'S INSURANCE.

HEY, MY OLD MAN USED TO HAVE AN HEH

?7?
Fm.u.g?vﬁgrraﬁhé oD POLIGY ON THE PIGEON COOP IN OUR
MAN'S FOOTSTEPS, ER? g BACK YARD. HE DROPPED THEM WHEN THEY
: 2l REFLISED TO PAY OUR CLAIM LAST YEAR.
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YEAH, THAT ADJUSTER WAS PRETTY SLICK. WE ALMOST HAD HIM
CONVINCED THOSE PIGEONS WERE STRUCK BY LIGHTNING.

I KNOW | SHOULDNT ASK...BUT..UH, JUST
WHAT HAPPENED TO THE PIGEONS?

BRIAN AND | RECREATED
THE BATTLE OF
BRITAIN INHIS

BACKYARD.

YEAH, IT WAS PRETTY KEWL.
THE PIGEONS REPRESENTED
LUFTWAFFE BOMBERS!!

SMALL PIE PANS FILLED WITH CRACKED CORN
SITUATED AROUND THE BACKYARD REPRESENTED VARIOUS
BRITISH INDUSTRIAL CXTIES OF STRATEGIC IMPORT.

IF A PIGEON MANAGED TO LAND ON ONE OF THE PANS
IT MEANT A SUCCESSFLL BOMBING RUN ON THAT CITY.

DAVE AND | PLAYED THE BRITS. WE USED ROMAN
CANDLES AND BOTTLE ROCKETS FOR FLAK GUNS.

YOU MEAN YOU... BRIAN, PLEASE TELL ME YOU
DIDNT SLAVGHTER THOSE POOR INNOCENT

PIGEONS WITH ROMAN GANDLES! !

OH IT WAS UNFORTUNATELY ONE ENEMY
AWESOME!! We BOMBER' BURST INTO FLAMES AND
DROPPED 35 ENEMY KAMIKAZEED THE TOOL SHED.

AIRCRAFT AND ONLY SINCE THE SHED WASN'T FACTORED
LOST ONE CITY. INTO THE GAME IT HAD NO AFFECT ON
\ THE VICTORY CONDITIONS, THANK GAWD.

WELL I'M SORRY ABOLT YOUR TOOL SHED BRIAN, BUT LET'S CHANGE
THE SUBJECT. I'M FIGURIN' BOB IS REALLY DOWN IN THE DUMPS RIGHT
ABOUT NOW. HOWEVER, | WAS DOWN AT WEXRD PETE'S TODAY
AND I'VE GOT A LETTLE SURPRISE FOR BOB!! NEM NE!
IT'S REALLY GONNA PICK THE OL’ BOY'S SPIRITS LP.

I GUARANTEE IT!!

HEY BOB SORRY I'M LATE. OLD MAN FESTER HAS A
HOW'S IT VIRULENT STRAIN OF HOOF-ROT SWEEPING
GOING? HIS HOLSTEIN HERD. | HAD TO GO COLLECT
' SOME STOOL SAMPLES FOR THE LAB.

WHOAH, YOURE LIKE THAT WOW, IT SOUNDS LIKE
DUDE QUINGY ON THAT SUCH AN EXCITING JOB,

OLD TV SHOW. KEWL! BOB! YOURE 50 LUCKY!!
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GEE, | REALLY DON'T KNOW. WEIRD PETE SAID IT WAS SOME-
ONE CALLED STURM PYRE BUT | THINK | GOT RIPPED

000000H BOOOOOOB!!!
LOOOOOK WHAAAAATT | HAAAAWWWVEE!! HUK?? PENCIL

A SHNY LITTLE FIGURE WITH A PENCIL SHARPENER BASE??
SHARPENER ! WHAT KIND OF FIGLRE IS

OFF BECALISE IT ONLY HAS ONE LEG! ! NA WA!!

AWESOME! BA. YOU
FOUND A ONE LEGGED
DWARF?? HOODY HOO! !

OH HE'S BEAUTIFUL!!! HE'S peRFECT!!!
| DON'T KNOW HOW TO THANK You GUYS!!

A GREAT MINIATURE FOR
A GREAT GHARAGTER, BoB!!

WOW! [ IT'S ALL THERE. BRAIDED BEARD, STUDDED LEATHER
ARMOR, RING ON THE LEFT HAND. TNCREDXBLE!

AND LOOK, HE EVEN HAS A

BLOODWOOD PEG LEG ON HIS PRETTY SWEET,
RIGHT... ON HIS... ON HIS.. EH BOB??
222111 \

WHAT IS THIS?? SOME KIND OF SICK JOKE??
HE'S MISSING THE WRONG LEG!!!

68

UH...50 BOB?? HOW DO You
60 ABOUT GETTIN' A STOOL
SAMPLE FROM A COW?

YOURE NOT HELPING THE
SITUATION , DAVE!!

L)
(14

E .g'h-

‘.
Kﬂrm ﬁe! .
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The Gary Jackson Files: Return to Sender!

HARDEIGHT ENTERPRISES! ! I'M YOUR CUSTOMER
SERVICE REP, TULEY. MAY | HELP YOU??

THIS IS THE GAMES PXT!! WHAT THE HELL IS
GOING ON UP THERE?7 | JUST RECEIVED TWENTY
MORE CASES OF THOSE PAMN ONE-LEGGED

PWARF BLISTER PACKS!! | CAN'T MOVE WHAT I'VE

6OT!! YER TAKIN' THIS CRAP BACK YOU HEAR ME?7

NO HABLE ZE DEUTSCH,
DO WIDZENIA!!

| JUST DON'T UNDERSTAND IT!! THE BOTTOM HAS FALLEN OUT OF
THE ONE-LEGGED DWARF MARKET!!! WHAT'S P WITH THAT??

IT'S CRAZY!! ACCORDING
TO THE SALES DEPART-
MENT WEVE ONLY SOLD
ONE, COUNT 'EM ONE
STURM PYRE FIGURE!!
AND THAT ONE WAS
LATER RETURNED WITH
NO EXPLANATION.

YOU KNOW WHAT | THINK GAR ¥ 2 IT'S JUST A HUNCH BUT
| SMELL GCORPORATE ESPIONAGE AT WORK HERE.
| THINK THOSE BASTARDS OVER AT BISON HEAD GAMES
SET LIS UP FOR A FALL!!! | WOULDN'T PUT IT PAST THEM!!
TO OUR BOOTH AT

GARYCON 9577 -

TMSTILL PIKN THE
WATERMELON
SEEDS OUT OF MY PENNY
LOAFERS FROM THAT
STVUPID STUNT!

REMEMBER WHAT THEY DID

I'VE THOUGHT ABOUT THAT!! I'VE ALREADY PUT THE ANTLGNANO
BROTHERS ON IT!! IF BLSON NEAD'S BEHIND THIS, WE'LL SETTLE
THE SCORE. DON'T YOU WORRY ABOUT THAT! MEANWHILE, WE HAVE A
PROBLEM. WE'VE GOT 20,000 UNITS OF ONE-LEGGED DWARVES COMING THOUSANDS OF EM!!! WE COULD PACKAGE A HUNDRED
BACK TO THE WAREHOUSE. WHAT ARE WE GOING TO DO WITH THEM??

WE COULD CUT OFF BOTH

MAYBE WE COULD
- T A NEW R:CE OF W.?.WES WH(}
OR SOMETHING?? PYGMY-DWARVES! 1
- SIGN OF REACHING MANHOOD! !

HEY, I'VE GOT IT!! WE WRITE A TOURNAMENT MODULE
BASED ON A RAIDING HORDE OF ONE-LEGGED DWARVES!!

STURM PYR'S WITH EVERY MODULE!!

YOU'RE ON TO SOMETHING. MAYBE
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I LIKE WHAT I'M HEARING!! | LIKE WHAT YOU'RE THINKIN' BUT THE NAME 1S WRONG. HOW

KEEP THE IDEAS COMING ABOUT "BUILD YOUR OWN DWARF KXTS’ 22 ADD A BIT
GENTLEMEN!! WE MAY BE ABLE OF A PUZZLE-ELEMENT TO IT - MAKES 'EM MORE APPEALING.
TO SALVAGE THJI'S SITUATION 20,000 UNITS HUH?? HEY
L 'wEIS ﬁsgreéuzi %E gglnglg HEY, IT COULD BE THE START OF A NEW PRODUCT LINE.
LIP AND PACKAGED THEM AS THE "BUILD YOUR OWN' SERIES. MIGHT EVEN BE A
‘80% OF DWARVEN 600D WAY TO GET RID OF THOSE. MONKEY-WITH-
BODY PARTS' 27 A-BAYONET FIGLRES WE DID LAST YEAR!!
TALK ABOUT TEAM WORK,
/ dht HOOO-ARRAN!!

| TELL YA BOB?

W,

st 1
- HACKMASTER 4TH EDITION 18 GOM Il
~ RESERVE YOUR COPY HERE! TEY il [ NOREFUNDS
' HACK JoyRNAL| Il | ON BUILD YER
N T
AR | s

RIVED!!

THE BUILD*YOUR-OWN-KITS ARE PACKAGED WITH RANDOM BODY PARTS.

IF YOU BUY ENOUGH KITS, EVENTUALLY YOU'LL FIND A RIGHT LEG. OR..YOU MAY WANT TO

PICK UP A FEW ‘BOX OF DWARVEN BODY PARTS' SETS AND TRY YOUR LUCK THERE.
APPARENTLY THE RIGHT LEG IS A RARE ITEM BUT ONE WILL TURN UP EVENTUALLY!!

BUY ENOVUGH KITS?? | ALREADY HAVE
TWENTY KITS!! THIS SUCKS!!

M THIS CLOSE TO HAVING MY ONE-LEGGED

DWARF!! ALL | NEED IS A FREAKIN' RIGHT LEG!!

WELL DON'T YELL AT ME!! I HAVE NO
IDEA WHY THESE THINGS HAPPEN!!

70
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TIL IT'S OVER!!
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Troll Story’ SPT—

.OKAY, 50 YOU FORCE OPEN THE /RON GRATE
KYREE! THE PUNGENT OUOR OF KOTTING FLESH
AND FOULED WATER LUNGES AT YOUR NOSTRILS ootz N YO LISTEN TO AT,

MAKING YOU FEEL REPULSED. IT'S AS THOUGH THE )
VERY LIVING ROCK WERE ATTACKING YOUR SENSES FEELING IT'S ABOUIT TO H/T THE FAN!
- URGING YOU TO TURN BACK FOR THE SURFACE. S T

3 OF RETALIATION
BELIEVE 1T/ COMING N LINE HeRe/

YOU CAN HEAR /
THE DRIP, DRIP, 5
DRIP OF WATER 2
STRIKING STONE
COMING SOME-

WHERE FROM
DEEP WITHIN THE —
BOWELS OF THE

A FEW MOMENTS LATER...

ENOUGH TALK! T WASTE THE BASTARD

AS YOU ARE MOVING DOWN THE W/NDING PASSAGEWAY WITH MY CROSSBOW/ 1 FIRE A BOLT OF
A CRESTED GUTTER TROLL - DECKED OUT IN FULL THERMAL FURY RIGHT AT HIS GROIN/
RELIGIOUS ﬁIARBST-A;FTEAPNSD OSUT FREOCI}AI'ET;I.EA$HAODUOWS, RAISES
“WALT SMOOTH-SKINS! THERE |S NOTHING FOR :
YOU SURFACE-BASKERS DOWN HERE BUT DEATH AND MTCIES TAIONT e M Twie
WOE! TURN BACK NOW OR BE UTTERLY DESTROYED! SSHOL LAST MONTH D BELL
HIM FROM THE REAR WITH MY...
NOTHIN’ STAND ASIDE, BOB. WAIT! HE’S
EL RAVAGERWAS  TALKING - I CALL DIBS ON THE
MORLTE\N  ENMITY LISTED FOR  LET'S TRY RELIGIOUS GARB.
RE CRESTED TROLLS.  TO REASON

A %ﬂgy WITH HIM.

I GRAB HIS STAFF.
IS IT MAGICAL?

R P e AND SINCE THEY HAVE JUST WITNESSED THE BRUTAL MURDER OF
TROLLIIN WS OHPRICET TO A “BELOVED LEADER" 1'M GRANTING THEM BEZERKER STATUS -
DEATH, THE ILLUSIONARY PLUS FIVE TO ALL THEIR ‘TO HITS’ AND ‘DAMAGE!’ YOU HEAR A BLOOD-
s SOtL HE eae CURDLING ROAR AS THEY CLOSE ON YOU IN UN/SON TO ATTACK?!
MAINTAINING
l4
SUDDENLY VANISHES. o THOHUNDRED (OH M THE ODDS
TWO HUNDRED OF HIS urie el T HAVE NO CHOICE
DEVOTED FOLLOWERS, WHO \ BUT TO PULL BACK
HAD BEEN HIDDEN FROM VIEW SINCE BOB AND DAVE HAD AND MOVE TOWARD
BY THE SPELL, SUDDENLY MOVED FORWARD TO ATTACK ” THE SURFACE!
ATPBAR BeT PRI K ey Ok ptsy ie b
REST OF THE GROUP AS THE l / I'M WITH SARA!

TROLLS ENCIRCLE THEM.

‘ftb rmvem’i

SHADOWS/

Bamt.s; .Semon




ACCORPING TO THE TERMS
OF THE PEACE TREATY WE
SIGNED WITH HIM, “B4G
WORLD" |15 A FREE AND
INDEPENDENT NATION,

I'VE HAD IT ABOUT UP TO
HERE WITH BARRINGER AND HIS
EXTORTION! THAT'S OUR STUFF IN
THAT BAG AND WE HAVE A R/GHT

TO USE IT WHENEVER WE WANT TO,

QUICK! BRIAN! REACH IN YOUR

BAG OF HOLDING AND TOSS ME

MY SWORD, “TROLL SLAPPER"/
IT’S MY ONLY CHANCE/

SORRY DAVE/ BARRINGER
FROZE OUR BAG ASSETS
FOR FAILING TO PAY OUR

MONTHLY STORAGE FEES.

REMEMBER? HE WON’T EVEN

TALK TO US UNTIL WE COLGH

up THE 9,876 G.P.S IN LATE

FEES AND PENALTIES.

YEAH IT'S OUR BAG/ HE'S
SQUATTING/ HE SHOULD
BE PAYING S RENT.

TECHNICALLY IT’S
NOT OUR BAG
ANYMORE, GUYS.

BARRINGER WAS JUST
BEING GRAC/OUS BY
OFFERING TO STORE OUR
PROPERTY FOR US - FOR A
SMALL FEE OF COURSE,

SMALL FEE
MY ASS/

HE’S RIGHT/

OKAY, PDAVE, YOUR SLASHING
ATTACK TAKES OUT THE LAST
TROLL AND DECAPITATES HIM.
YOU'VE MNOW SECURED THIS
SECTION OF PASSAGEWAY.
UNFORTUNATELY, AFTER
SEARCHING THE AREA THEY
WERE GUARDPING YOU FIND
IT'S JUST A DEAD END
PASSAGEWAY. THERE'S
NOTHING OF VALUE HERE -
ONLY TRASH AND LOOSE SO/L

CR/IPES/! THREE HUNDRED AND
FIFTY-TWO GUTTER TROLLS GIVE
THEIR LIVES EN-MASSE TO GUARD
SOME STINKIN® DEBRIS-FILLED
PASSAGEWAY? AND FOR WHAT??//

2t

I DON'T GET IT/ THIS WAS
WORTHLESS REAL ESTATE
FROM AN EXPERIENCE POINT
AND TREASURE POINT OF VIEW

IT STILL BURNS MY ASS
THAT BARRINGER
WOULDN’T LET ME DRAW
“TROLL SLAPPER" FROM
THE BAG, DAMN T COULD
HAVE USED THAT SWORPD,

YEAH BUT You
MADE A GOOD
SHOWING, DUDE.
EVEN W/THOUT
'TROLL SLAPPER’

YEAH, THAT WAS CLOSE/
ABOUT YOU THERE, DUDE/

HEY, THOSE RE-GENS* PUT UP ONE HELL OF A FIGHT.
IT WAS TOOTH AND NA/L ALL THE WAY. THERE FOR A WHILE, JUST FOR A
ROUND OR TWO, T THOUGHT THEY’D GOTTEN THE BETTER OF THE “OL’ RAV"
BUT THEN I ROLLED THAT CR/T AND THINGS TURNED AROUND AFTER THAT.

\

SOMETHING LIKE THIS
REALLY MAKES YOU
PAUSE AND COUNT
YOUR BLESSINGS. KNOW
WHAT I MEAN?

I WAS KINDPA WORRIED YoU JUST HAD

TO APM/RE THEM

’
T HAVEN'T SEEN YOU o opin M,

DROP BELOW FIFTY
HIT POINTS IN AGES.

He aim'ackey slang for frolls’ referring to their regenerative powers.
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I MEAN REALLY - THE WAY THEY JUST KEPT POURING
P?,/, OUT OF THAT PASSAGEWAY - WAVE AFTER WAVE IN
g b THE FACE OF THAT TORRENT OF FIREPOWER BRIAN
WAS LAYING DOWN ON THEM - T WONPER WHAT DROVE
THEM TO FIGHT SO VALIANTLY??

SAY WHAT?
IT WAS DOWNRIGHT
THE TROLLS/ YOU HAD , THEY WERE /NTENT ON
TO ADM/RE THEM/ 5‘&%75";’:”2&35%”325‘?5 HOLDING THIS GROUND
OF MITHRIL-JACKETED LIKE IT WAS
CROSSBOW BOLTS AT /WO FRICKIN' JIMA
I DON’T FOLLOW. THOSE SUCKERS/ OR SOMETHING.
THEY JUST KEPT COMING/ \

YEP, THOSE BOYS DIED FINE! DAMN WORTHY SAY, THANKS!!/ |IT'S NOT OFTEN YOU GUYS REALLY

ADVERSARIES ANYWAY YOU CUT IT. YOU JUST NOTICE ALL THE ATTENT/ION TO DETAIL

DON’T SEE THAT KIND A VALOR IN FANTASY I PUT INTO THESE THINGS. YOU KNOW, I SPENT
ROLE-PLAY ANYMORE. ESPECIALLY IN NEARLY FOUR HOURS ON THE TROLLKIN HAND
MEMBERS OF THE TROLLKIN RACE. GESTURES AND THREAT POSTURES ALONE/

I BASED THEM ON SOME F/ELD OBSERVATIONS

RO

YOU ARE SO RIGHT/ "R s RECOR

T THINK 8.4. SHOULD BE DEFINITELY/ BOOK, “THE BABOONS OF SOUTHERN...

S e o e A S [0
TROLLKIN YEAH, YEAH, THAT'S GREAT B.A.,

WHILE PLAYING IT oUT, WAR CRIES BUT DON’T RU/N THE MAG/C FOR

US BY PEELING BACK THE VINYL,

STOOD MY
HAIR ON END,
w OH....SURE THING. \ Kupos, B.A./
GOOP POINT.

HALLO!!! EXCUSE ME!! T REALLY HATE TO BREAK

4 Ou v id
A I o T b UP THIS LITTLE “GAVE THE TROLL LOVEFEST” THING

FRICKIN’ » T80 s
e ONLY RO T IR s ort YOU GOT GOING ON OVER HERE BUT THOSE FRICKIN'
END OF W/ SWORD/ AN NG VALOR TO T o et 2t
IN My BOOK IS T HEY, T TOOK SOME DAMAGE T00.
MY BOOK IT'S CALLED COWARDICE \ Y, L IOOK SOME DAMAGE 1O
DAVE, CHILL/ REMEMBER WHAT I'M NOT TALKIN’ ABOUT TAKING A
SKRAAG FALLOW SAID IN THE FEW STRAY HITS HERE AND THERE LIKE
HACKMASTERS OF EVERKNIGHT? YOU, MR. SPELL-HAPPY.
%A TRUE WARRIOR IS ONLY AS GREAT T WAS IN THE THICK OF IT MAN/
AS THOSE HE FINDS WORTHY OF FIGHTING/” 1 WA INTO 7ROLL-GOO RIGHT
UP TO My FREAKIN' EYEBROWS!

EXACTLY/
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THOSE TROLLS ROCKED!
WHICH ARE TYP/CALLY USED
GEON-FODPER AND MADE TH

RESPECT?!!/

B.A. TOOK A RACE

I THINK TEFLON B/LLY HAS LEARNED A WHOLE NEW
LEVEL OF RESPECT FOR THESE GUYS. COLRSE,
I’M NO EXPERT ON THE SUBJECT, -SIGH- EVER
SINCE T/IMMY JACKSON SCREWED WITH THEIR

“HABITAT AND SOC/ETY” ENTRIES IN
HACKLOPEDIA SECOND ERITION T CAN'T
SAY 1 REALLY UNDERSTAND THE
COMMON GUTTER TROLL ANYMORE.

AS SO MUCH DUN-
EM REALLY SPECIAL.

LIKE S4ARA SAID. You
GOTTA ADMIRE THAT
KIND OF COURAGE!

-SNEER- I GUESS
SOMEONE WHO RUNS
FROM THEIR FIGHTS IS

EAS/LY IMPRESSED BY THE
COURAGE OF OTHERS.

FOR CRYING
RUNS FROM A OUT LoD’/
FIGHT? 1 ToLD You /
T i
AN ENTIR
REDEPLOYMENT IN o F i

ORDER TO BEAR
MORE FIREPOWER
ON THE ENEMY/

I DON'T WANT TO
HEAR ABOUT IT/

WHILE YOU WERE
“REDEPLOYING"
1 LOST AN ARM

HEY!/! WHY DO YOU HAVE TO
KEEP BRINGIN' UP THE ARM
THING? HUH? I SA/DT WAS
SORRY! MY CROSSBOW
JAMMEDR!/! 1T HAD TO BEAT
OFF THAT FRONTAL ASSAULT

THERE YOU GO AGAIN/ HOW
MANY TIMES PO I HAVE TO
APOLOGIZE?P!! T'VE NEVER
USED A +5 BOOMERANG
OF CLEAVING BEFORE/
HOW THE HELL WAS I

LOOK, ALL I'M SAYING HERE |5,
BEFORE YOU GO HEAPING OUT
ALL THIS P/TY, PRA/SE AND
VALOR-CRAFP UPON OUR
FRIGGIN' ENEMIES....

WITH SOMETHING/ YOUR
SEVERED ARM JUST
HAPPENED TO BE HANDY!

SUPPOSED TO KNOW YOU HAD
TO COMPENSATE FOR ITS

RETURN FLIGHT PATH? HOW 'BOUT LAYING SOME

HT 2/
AN FARM REMO}IED RIGHT HERE?:
BY FRIENDLY FIRE ;
7 THESE THINGS :
I MIGHT ADD! HAPPEN N TH; / \
FOG OF WAR: AT THE FEET OF SAVED OUR
THE GUY WHC BUTTS?
SAVED ALL YOUR Your2//
Burrs!/

£ A
=

WHAT ABOUT THAT COVER/NG F/RE 1 LAID ON YOU?

YOU THINK IT WAS EASY JUGGLING TACTICAL SPELLS

AND DETERMINING THE PROPER RANGES AND AREAS
OF EFFECT IN THOSE TWISTY, TINY PASSAGES?

TEN M/NUT ES LATER...

YOU WANT SOME
OF THESY HUN??

THE FIGHTING 15
REALLY MEVER OVER
LINTIL THE
BRAGGING RIGHTS

HAVE BEEN SETTLED.

WAAA...WHAT?? YOU COMPARING
SPELL-LOBBING TO FACE-TO-FACE,
IN-THE-TRENCHES HACKING PP// T WAS
FIGHTING ALL BY MY LONESOME OUT THERE/

SHYA’ RIGHT/ THEN HOW 2/D T KILL

NOW JUST A
GOSH DERN I CAN’T BELIEVE
MINUTE/ YOU SAID THAT/
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HaZ ardous waSt? BY JOLLY BLACKBURN AND STEVE JOHANSSON

SORRY BOB, AS YOU ARE ABOUT TO THROW THE TROLL'S ARM ON
THE BONF/RE IT SUPDENLY AN/IMATES AND SPRINGS TO LIFE. ITS

HOLD UP, GUYS/

WE KNEW THIS PROJECT
SHARP NASTY NA/LS CLAW AT YOUR THROAT AND R/P AWAY THE FLESH WAS GOING TO BE FAIRLY
RESULTING IN A HORRIBLE WOUND! TAKE OFF E/GHT POINTS OF DAMAGE/! LABOR INTENS/VE WHEN

WE_STARTED. WE CAN'T BE
BlURNING At TESE DEADTROLLS. || GBOECTIVE! We GoTTA
Wk AT ET T ARE R THESE BRUTES ARE MORE DANGEROUS || NEUTRALIZE THESE BOD-

OF THE CRrp. THAT'S TR  DEAD THAN AL/VE! IT'S GETTIN’ KINDA || /€S OTHERWISE, WE'RE
EIETH TIME $VE TAREN OLD TAKING DAMAGE FROM GOING TO HAVE TO FIGHT
DAMAGE FROM. & STINKIN' NASTIES WE ALREADY WASTED: THESE GUYS OVER AND

PIECE OF TROLL MEAT!

OVER AGAIN EVERYTIME
WE COME OR GO
FROM THE DUNGEON.

A WEE BIT LATER....
OH ALL RIGHT/ T GUESS I CAN TAKE A FEW

MORE HITS FOR THE TEAM. BUT F/RST, TOSS

BOB, AS YOU RAISE
ME SOME HEALING-JUICE AND A SEWING KIT/ TROLL ‘Eg’@ ovg,-f ygugﬂ,“ﬁw
I GOTTA CLOSE SOME OF THESE WOLINDS, TO TOSS IT ON THE FLAMES
IT KICKS YOU RIGHT
I'M TELLIN’ YA IF YOU’D JUST COUGH UP IN THE FACE/ GAAAAL!!
THE MONEY TO PAY OFF BARRINGER AND ITS B/G TOE, WHICH IS WHAT THE....
GET ‘TROLL SLAPPER’ OUT OF THE BAG WE AFFIXED WITH A LONG,
WOULDN’T HAVE TO GO THROUGH ALL THIS. GNARLED NAIL, GOUGES YOU
THAT BLADE |S PRETTY SWEET - IN THE RIGHT EYE SOCKET
ON A H/T IT AUTOMATICALLY PREVENTS FOR S/X POINTS
TROLL FLESH FROM REGENERATING! OF DAMAGE.

WELL T DON’T HAVE THAT
KIND OF CASH ON HAND.

IN BLIND AGONY YOU BEGIN TO STRUGGLE WITH THE V/OLENTLY KICKING LEG AS YOU TR/P OVER
A GRASP/NG TROLL ARM AND STUMBLE HEAD FIRST INTO THE BONF/RE FOR ANOTHER SEVEN
POINTS OF BURN DAMAGE. THEN, AS YOU ARE ATTEMPTING TO BEAT OUWT THE FLAMES ON YOUR

......

’
DUDE, IT'S LIKE THIS TROLL MEAT _ 1 POUSE THE 5 '#gﬁu%u?g' DB'EAL'AE JT; °r
HAS MEMOREX INGRAINED IN [T FLAMES WITH MY WE NEED TO P/CK UP THE
OR SOMETHING. THEY REALLY  RING OF WATER  pjcE, |F We CAN BURN 6.75
THAT'S IT/ SEEM TO HAVE IT IN FOR YOU. ING! BODIES PER ROUND WE
I'M HOPPING SHOLLD BE ABLE TO
MAD NOW/ \ \ COMPLETE THE JOB IN....
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0-0-0-00H NO! FORGET IT, BRIAN! OKAY POP-N-FRESH, JUST WRONG, MISSY!
WE'RE THROUGH DOING IT YOUR WAY. WHAT DO YOU PROPOSE WE DO THERE /5 SOMEONE
- ; NOTHER WE'RE GOING TO HAVE
IN FACT, WE’VE BEEN
TO DEAL WITH THEM. Sac e it ot
VALID PONT. WE MUST GET R PAST SIX MONTHS!!
3 T RID '
OF THESE CORPSES BEFORE THEy || WAYDO WE HAVE TO DEAL
RE-GEN OR WE'LL JUST HAVE TO Bl IT’S ABOUT TIME THEY
FIGHT THEM ALL OVER AGAIN, SOMEBODY ELS EARNED THEIR KEEP.
UH...MAYBE BECAUSE WE'RE
A THE ONLY ONES HERE AND /
BRIAN'S. WAY BUT WE THEY’RE IN OUR FACE??
‘ CAN'T QUIT
Now/
I'M WITH 808
ON THIS ONE. \
\
I SAY WE CHOP THE HEY..THAT'S AN AWESOME IDEA!!/ GET A CLUE, SARA/ THE MAN
TROLLS INTO /DDY R ORMD P Tk ee B AND HIS PEOPLE LIVE IN A
i S M UP LIKE MUSHROOMS! BAG WORLD || fitatsn \BA Of Moo

JUST BUYING INTO THAT
AND INDEPENDENT PEOPLE
WHOAH, GUYS/ BAD IDEA!! '
ACCORDING TO PARAGRAPH FOUR, CRAP HE LAID ON LIS DURING
SECTION TWO OF THE PEACE TREATY || THE TRUCE NEGOTIATIONS:
WE SIGNED WITH BARRINGER

\ \ ny
EM-IN YTHE BAG?, WILL BE /NFESTED WITH TROLLS!

LET BARRINGER

AND HIS BOYS
DEAL WITH IT, WE AGREED TO STOP
HARASSING HIS “REALM”, THAT MAY BE, BUT BY
SIGNING THAT TREATY
IN THE BAG? WE VAL/DATED
BUT B0B, THEIR CLAIM.
THAT’S.... REALM?P?!/
/ HMMRRF/
\

%’s’

WE VALIDATED, NOTHING!
. : HEY, T WARNED YOU THAT BARRINGER WAS A SHREWD AND CRAFTY
o el L ST ChE St LEADER AND THAT YOU SHOULD BE ON YOUR GUARD. BESIDES
i R LA T THINK YOU WERE TREATED MORE THAN FAIRLY AT THE BARGAINING
' TABLE CONSIDERING YOU LOST THE WAR AND SWED FOR PEACE.

HE FORCED UPON US/
’ OH, BLOW IT OUT YER EAR, B.A./ YOUR WESSON O/L TACTICS
WERE PRETTY UNPERHANDED DURING THE WHOLE PEACE

IF HE HADN'T D/STRACTED ME
oot B0 g ls g R A PROCESS - EVEN FOR A SCRUFFY-FACED SCREEN LIZARD LIKE YOU/
THE MIGHT BEFoRE T WOt DE
BEFORE T WOULD'V WE'RE TALKING ABOUT TEFLON BILLY
ZEE o o ik R
D OUT O
WESSON Oll. TACTICS 2 TOWN/ HE MISSED THE FINAL REVIEW

DEMANDED CHANGES.
orT THE Hew B, AND S/GNING OF THE TREATY/

/

Vi
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YOU AS MUCH AS ADMITTED
THAT IT WAS ONE OF THOSE
‘ELVEN FANNY SHAKERS'
AT THE PARTY WHO SLIPPED
ME THAT 'M/CKEY " IN MY
LEMON-SPRITZER.

NEXT THING I KNOW I FIND
MYSELF HOGT/ED ON A
FAST WAGON TO HAGLEY
TOWN WITH A HANG OVER
THE SIZE OF STUTTGART
THROBBING IN MY BRAIN,

THAT WAS
y WRONG

——— AND YOU
L ANOW IT/

WRONG?/ WHY? BECAUSE THINGS DIDN'T GO YOUWR WAY FOR
ONCE? B/G DEAL!! SO BARRINGER GOT THE BEST OF YOU.
WHY DON’T YOU JUST GET OVER /T AND MOVE ON?

BECAUSE IT WAS A BAD GM CALL/! ONLY TWO PEOPLE
KNEW THAT TEFLON BILLY HAD ‘NUBILE FEMALE ELVES’
WRITTEN POWN AS A MAJOR WEAKNESS ON HIS CHARACTER
SHEET/ MYSELF AND YOUW// IN OTHER WORDS, YOU HAD
BARRINGER ACTING ON INFORMATION HE D/DN'T HAVE/

\
THAT’'S WHERE
YOU'RE WRONG! NO
WAY THAT HAPPENED.

OH FOR... WE’VE BEEN OVER THIS A
DOZEN TIMES, HE USED THAT R/NG OF
SCRYING YOU HAD STORED IN THE BAG
TO ROOT OUT YOUR WEAKNESSES.

THAT RING PIPN’T HAVE ANY
CHARGES LEFT ON IT/
EXCEPT FOR IT'S BASE

METALS |IT WAS USELESS/

I SAID IT THEN AND T SAY IT
NOW - YOU SHOULD
JUST ADMIT YOU WERE
WRONG AND REVERSE
YOUR RULING?

/

OH FOR CRYING OUT LOUD/ WE'RE NOT GOING TO START ARGUING
ABOUT THE VAL/PITY OF THAT TREATY AGAIN. T MADE MY RULING.
YOU GUYS S/GNED IT AND YOU'RE ALL BOUND BY IT. EVEN YOU,
BRIAN. YOU GAVE YOUR FAM/LIAR POWER-OF-ATTORNEY AND HE
SIGNED FOR YOU BY PROXY. SO LET'S JUST DROP IT.

THAT’S NOT FAIR! HODGY
WOULD NEVER SIGN SOMETHING
WITHOUT REAPING 1T/ T TAUGHT

HIM BETTER THAN THAT.

YEAH, WELL, WHILE YOU GUYS ARE
STANDING AROUND YACK/NG ONE OF
THE TROLLS LEAPS UP FROM THE BODY
HEAP AND ATTACKS KNUCKLES!

DAMN STRAIGHT THAT’'S

THAT'S IT/! 1'M GETTIN' RID OF
THESE GUYS R/IGHT NOW/!/ T'M
CHUCKING TROLL-MEAT INTO ‘THE
BAG' JUST AS FAST AS T CAN. IF
BARRINGER HAS A PROBLEM WITH IT
HE CAN TAKE IT UP WITH ME AFTER
HE’S DEALT WITH THEM.

ATTA BOY, BOB/
UH...ARE YOU I'M RIGHT
SURE THAT'S BEHIND YOU. I’LL
WHAT YOU WANT HOLD THE BAG
TO PO, BOB? OPEN FOR YA.

WHAT I WANT TO DO, T DONE
TOLD YA I'M HOPPIN' MAD!

YOU DO FEALIZE THIS WL\ Give ‘&M HELL, BOBBY-BOY LET

ACT. YOU’LL BE BREAKING LOOSE THE POGS OF WAR/

THE TREATY YOU KNOW.
\ YEAH, YEAH, WHATEVER/
QUE SERA SERA/ OH GAWD/

WE’RE IN 8/G
I'M WARNING YOU/ TROUBLE g
THERE WILL BE D/RE
CONSEQUENCES/

UH, DIRE
CONSEQUENCES?
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OKAY, LET'S JUST PAUSE

RIGHT HERE FOR A MOMENT, ASS
IT'S 0BV/OUS YOU'RE UPSET
BOB. MAYBE YOU'RE NOT
THINKING CLEARLY. S0 WHY
DON’T YOU TAKE A FEW
DEEP BREATHS AND
RECONS/DER YOUR ACTIONS,

WHAT’S TO RECONSIDER? T TOLD YOU WHAT I'M DOING. IT SHOULD
BE RA/N/ING TROLL-MEAT ON BARR/INGER AND HIS CRON/ES JUST
ABOUT NOW/ SO WHY DON'T YOU JUST FEED THAT INTO YOUR LAME
‘FLAVOR TEXT' GENERATOR AND READ IT BACK TO ME?

-GRRRR- BOB, I'M
TRYING TO GIVE YOU A
FREE TICKET HERE.

I SUGGEST YOU TAKE IT
'COS YOU'RE ABOUT TO
MAKE HUGE MISTAKE.

LOOKS TO ME LIKE I GOT
YOU RUNNING SCARED!

BOB, I STRONGLY ADVISE YOU
TO ACCEPT B.A.'S OFFER.
RECONS/DER YOUR ACT/IONS!

CAREFUL, BOB/ IT'S A
HE’S UP TO TRICK!
SOMETHING. \

BOB, I'M AFRAID HE’S RIGHT ABOUT YOU MAKING
A HUGE MISTAKE. DID YOU FORGET THAT
BARRINGER INSISTED ON EACH OF US SWEARING
A BLOOD OATH TO OUR PATRON GAWPS THAT
WE WOULD NOT BREAK THE TREATY??

\

WELL You p/p
AND YOU ARE!

YEAH BUT I NEVER
WOULD HAVE SIGNED
THAT STINKIN” PIECE OF
PAPER IF I'D KNOWN I'D
ACTUALLY BE HELD TO IT.

I STILL SAY POWER-
OF-ATTORNEY
POESN’T COVER
BLOOD CATHS

ACCORDING TO THE SECTION OF THE TREATY YOU
REFER TO AS “H/DDEN CLAUSE NUMBER NINE"
IF WE V/IOLATE THE TERMS OF THE
TREATY WE'RE SUBJECT TO THE LOSS OF
EXPER/IENCE POINTS OR EVEN LEVELS/

SIMPLY PUT
THEMativee
ARE ENFORCING —
THE TREATY.

I’'M TIRED OF BARR/NGER GETTIN' OVER ON US,
I'M S/CK OF IT. YOU HEAR ME?P S/CK OF IT/
IT’S NOT ENOUGH THAT WE HAVE TO PAY A

STINKIN' STORAGE FEE TO SOME NPC JERK

EVERYTIME WE WANNA TAKE SOMETHING OUT

OF THE BAG BUT NOW HE'S USING OUR OWN
GAWDS AGAINST US? I'M FUMING!!

AND WHERE THE HELL DO THE
GAWDS GET OFF STICKING THEIR
NOSES INTO OUR AFFAIRS, HUH?

YOU KNOW GUYS I HATE TO MENTION THIS BUT YOU
BROUGHT THIS UPON YOURSELVES,
BARRINGER WAS VERY FRIENDLY TOWARD US
UNTIL YOU STARTED HARASS/NG HIM AND HIS MEN.

HARASSING? T HAVE
NO IDEA WHAT YOU'RE
TALKING ABOUT/

YOU DON'T HUH? WELL LET
ME REFRESH YOUR MEMORY.
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BRIAN, DO YOU HAVE A COPY OF BARRINGER'S
\DECLARAT/ON OF WAR' IN YOUR BR/EF CASE?

OF COURSE, BUT FOR WHICH ONE?
BAGWAR ONE, TWO OR THREE?

-SPUTTER- THREE? THERE
WAS A THIRD WAR??!/
HOW'D T MISS THAT ONE?

I UPGRADED THE
INC/DENT’' OVER THE
‘ARMOIRE' FROM A SKIRM/ISH
TO A "WAR” IN MY JOLRNALS.

\

I THOUGHT
THE HEAVY
CASUALTIES

YEAH, THAT
“SKIRM/ISH" WAS
A BLOOD BATH!

I LOST SOME GOOD
MEN THAT DAY. -SIGH-

WE ALL DID
DUDE., THE DICE
TURNED ON US
ON THAT ONE.

IT MEANT REV/SING ALL
MY JOURNALS BUT 1
THINK WE ENDED UP WITH
A MUCH MORE ACCURATE
RECORD OF THE
HISTORICAL CONFLICT
BETWEEN OURSELVES
AND BARRINGER.

OKAY, OKAY, HOW
ABOUT JUST
GIVING ME THE
DECLARATION
OF WAR FOR
BAGWAR 2 THEN.

HEY, REMEMBER HOW
KNOBBY FOOT TOOK
AN ARROW FOR ME WHEN
I CAUGHT MY SPUR ON
THE RIGGING OF OUR
HEAVY TREBUCHET?

WHY WOULDN’T HE?
THE LITTLE GUY
LOVES You.

YEAH, BUMPIN’ UP
HIS /RON RAT/ONS
REALLY PUT HIS
LOYALTY MOD/IFIERS
INTO OVERDRIVE!

LET’S SEE NOW, IF MEMORY
SERVES IT SHOULD BE FILED
UNDER AGREEMENTS
ENTERED INTO: INTER-
DIMENS/ONAL...... OR WAS
THAT /NTERNAT/ONAL ? TECH-
NICALLY IT FALLS LINDER BOTH
CATEGORIES. HMMMMM......

I DIDN'T REALIZE IT
WOULD BE 5O MUCH
TROUBLE BRIAN.,
JUST FORGET... AAAH,

HERE YA GO/ I USUALLY
MAKE MULTIPLE COPIES SO
YOU CAN KEEP THIS ONE.

UH...THANKS,
BRIAN.

OKAY ACCORDING TO BARRINGER'S OPENING STATEMENT BAGWAR 2 WAS PRECIPITATED AFTER “HAVING LONG
ENDURED THE CEASELESS PROVOCATIONS AND UNENDING HARASSMENT WHICH HAVE BROUGHT GREAT
GR/EF AND DEEFP SORROW UPON MY PEOPLE.” LET'S SEE HE LISTS YOUR ACTS OF AGGRESS/ON HERE

SOME WHERE.....OH, HERE WE ARE. AMONG THE ACTS OF HARASSMENT HE HAS LISTED: PEE/NG IN THE BAG

AND USING IT AS A PORT-A-POTTY; CASTING A PERPETUAL MAGIC MOUTH OF TAUNTING OVER THE BAG’S

OPENING AND COMMANDING IT TO BROADCAST INSULTS FOR 120 DAYS STRAIGHT; HOLPING THE BAG UNDER
WATER RESULTING IN THE TRANSFERENCE OF LAKE PLAC/D FROM GARWEEZE WURLD TO BAG WORLD;

TOSSING RANDOM OBJECTS INTO THE BAG SUCH AS LARGE STONES, A CHURCH, FOUR MILK COWS, A

SWACK [RON DRAGON, ETC; KNUCKLES 1S SPEC/IFICALLY MENTIONED HERE TWELVE TIMES FOR VARIOUS

\CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY' FOR WHICH HE WAS TR/ED AND CONVICTED IN ABSENTIA!

SOME NERVE
TAGG/NG ME A
WAR CRIMINAL.

\
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HEY, SOME OF THAT STUFF WORKED IN THEIR
FAVOR/ LIKE GIVING THEM A LAKE WHICH

SOLVED THEIR WATER PROBLEM.
THEY SHOULD'VE THANKED US FOR
THAT LITTLE W/ND FALL!!

MY POINT IS THAT THE WAR ENDED WITH US
AGREE/NG THAT WE WOULD “CEASE ALL
HARASSMENT!” IN FACT THE TREATY GOES ON TO
SAY THAT 'ANY HARASSMENT AGAINST BAG WORLD"
WOULD BE VIEWED AS AN “ACT OF AGRESS/ON”"

THUS BREAKING THE TREATY! WHICH OF COURSE
MEANS WE WOULD STAND TO LOSE EXPERIENCE/

MAYBE WE SHOULD
JUST SUCK IT UP
AND BREAK IT
ANYWAY/ T CAN'T
LIVE LIKE THIS,

JUST BECAUSE AN ACT OF AGRESS/ON
HAD UNEXPECTED RESULTS DOESN'T
NEGATE THE FACT THAT YOU WERE TRYING
TO....  HOW DIP YOU PUT IT?
"DROWN THE BASTARDS LIKE RATS!"

FIRK DING BLASTIN'
TREATY! |\T TOTALLY
FAVORS BARRINGER

AND PUTS US AT A

DISAPVANTAGE.
THEnR S \ WHAT'S YOUR
ON THIS? POINT, SARA?

OH....I SEE, 50 IT'S MY FAULT NOW. 1S THAT IT? LOOK
AND WHAT THE HELL DID WE GET OUT || AT THE TIME THOSE STORAGE-CONCESS/ONS SEEMED
OF THE DEALP THE R/GHT TO STORE LIKE A PRETTY LUCRATIVE BARGAINING CHIP. DON'T
Oulﬁ %g%ig%g?g?f%s FORGET WE WERE TOTING Aﬁougzrz,;?iga ggzgfn
Wty e By s ol 1. PIECES WE TOOK FROM SWI/L HE YOU, !
I’M TELLING YA WE GOT ROYALLY

BONED ON THE DEAL. YEAH BUT LATER DURING THE ‘SK/RM/SH OVER THE ARMO/RE’

HE CONF/SCATED OUR ASSETS AND MELTED DOWN THOSE
\ i T COINS TO PRODUCE ARMOR AND WEAPONS FOR HIS MEN.
u

THERE FOR
NOBOPRY coulLp STORAGE?
™ VEvER HAVE FORESEEN THAT’S I/
WOULD HAVE THAT. WHAT AM
LET THIS FLY! 1P KRESKIN?

WAIT A MINUTE GUYS/ THE ANSWER |1S STARING US R/GHT IN THE FACE.
WE HAVE THE RIGHT TO STORE OUR STUFF IN THE BAG - SO WHY DON’T
WE USE IT? WE JUST HAVE TO PAY THE FEE WHEN TAK/NG AN ITEM
BACK OUT. AND THE ONLY REQUIREMENT FOR STOR/NG AN ITEM IS THAT
IT MUST BE ACCOMPAN/ED WITH A /NVENTORY TAG OR AN ADDITIONAL
FIVE PERCENT SHELFING FEE |S TACKED ON TO THE STORAGE RATE.

BRIAN THAT 1S TOTALLY
AGAINST THE SP/R/T OF THE
TREATY. DO YOU ACTUALLY

THINK THE GAWDPS ARE

GOING TO LET YOU GET

AWAY WITH THIS?

ommanesmome \
HEH, HEH - SHEER GENIUS, BRIAN. SURE WE CAN, IF THEY

’ SPIRIT OF THE
/ REFUSE THEY'LL BE IN TREATY? SARA, YOU

JUST DON'T GET IT/

V/IOLAT/ON OF THE TREATY.
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WHERE THE GAWDS ARE CONCERNED THE SP/RIT

OF A CONTRACT MEANS SQUAT// EVERYTHING IS

TAKEN L/TERALLY WHEN IT COMES TO THE WAY
THEY /NTERPRET THESE TYPE OF THINGS..

\

WHICH IS EXACTLY WHY YOU HAVE TO
WORD OUR W/ISHES S0
CAREFULLY OTHERWISE IT GETS TURNED
AROUND AND USEP AGA/NST YOU IN

THE WORST POSSIBLE WAY.

\

R edry BT
U
D~ WHAT WE CAN OR
CAN'T STORE IN
THE BAG!

THIRTY MINUTES LATER....

OKAY, IT'S A DEAL! T PAY THE CLAY-MASTER
500 GOLD PIECES TO SCULPT ME A D/ISEASED
MUCK GOLEMN. BUT T WANT HIM LOADED WITH
THE REALLY VIRULENT DISEASES FROM TABLE
G-4 - NONE OF THAT WEAK STUFF FROM THE
A-TABLES. 1 STRESS THE FACT THAT I
WON'T PAY IF THE GOLEMN ISN'T TO SPEC.

TWO MORE OF THE MUCK GOLEMNS.
I HAVE SOME GEMSTONES

SOON AS HE HERE I CAN PAY HIM WITH.
DELIVERS 1'M

STORING IT IN  HEY, PUT ME DOWN FOR ONE
THE 846G/ OF THOSE BAD BOYS/

/ HOLD ON BOB, GO AHEAD AND ORDPER

A WEE BIT LATER....

OKAY BOB AS YOU OPEN THE BAG TO
INSERT PLAGUE-INFECTED RAT CARCASS
YOU ARE STRUCK WITH A LARGE BUNDLE OF

CATAPULTED TROLL FLESH/,
TAKE OFF TWELVE HITPOINTS.

HUHP? TROLL FLESH?

YOU MEAN......7
THAT'S RIGHT. IT FOUL! THEY'RE
CAME FROM WITHIN REFUSING DELIVERY?
THE BAG. /

THERE IS A NOTE ATTACHED TO THE BUNDLE. IT
READS, "CEASE AND DES/ST ORDER! THE OUT-
S/DERS ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT INTRODUCING
HAZARDOUS ITEMS UINDER THE GUISE OF ‘STOR-
ING' SAID ITEMS WILL NOT BE TOLERATED AND IS
VIEWED AS ACTS OF AGRESS/ON. DELIBERATE
HOSTILITY AND A DIRECT VIOLATION OF THE TREATY.

A 10,000 GOLD PIECE REPARAT/ON SHALL BE PAID
IMMEDIATELY ALONG WITH THE ASSURANCE THAT
THESE HOSTILE ACT/IONS WILL CEASE!"

MY ANSWER IS TO THROW AND DON'T
THE BUNDLE OF TROLL FORGET
MEAT BACK IN THE BAG/ THE RAT/

\ \

NOW, [F YOU’D BE SO

I REALLY WISH YOU SORRY B.A./ BUT YOU SCREWED UP/ THERE WAS A SL/M CHANCE YOU COULD
HADN’T DONE THAT HAVE SUCCESSFULLY ARGUED AGAINST OUR /NTERPRETAT/ION OF THE

GUYS - T REALLY DO. WORDING OF THE TREATY AND OUR STANCE THAT WE HAD A R/GHT TO STORE

LOOKS LIKE YOU JusT HAZARDPOUS ITEMS IN THE BAG. 1 SUPPOSE IT COULD HAVE GONE AGA/INST

BROKE THE TREATY. US BUT AT ANY RATE THERE WOULD HAVE BEEN SOME DUWE PROCESS
INVOLVED AND THE ORIGINAL TREATY WOULD HAVE REMAINED IN PLACE.

KIND AS TO EACH BUT HERE'S THE PROBLEM! BARR/NGER JUST F/IRED UPON US WITH A
MARK OFF ONE LEVEL CATAPULT. WHAT’S MORE THE ATTACK WAS UNANNOUNCED! THE
OF EXPERIENCE FROM LANGUAGE OF THE TREATY |S QUITE CLEAR ON THIS -BARRINGER JUST

BROKE THE TREATY! THEREFORE WE ARE NO LONGER BOUWND TO IT,

YOURSPC‘{EEATB;CTER
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FIRK PING BLAST/ YOU MEAN
ANOTHER BAG WAR? NO
WAY/ C'MON GUYS....LET'S

NOT GO THERE - AGAIN/

OKAY, OKAY, BARRINGER MADE A M/STAKE AND

HE'S MAN ENOUGH TO ADMIT IT, HE DEEPLY WELL 8.4.72 WHAT'S IT GOING TO BE? SINCE
APOLOGIZES AND SUGGESTS YOU MEET WITH HIS BARRINGER HAS BROKEN THE TREATY DO
AMBASSADOR TO AMEND THE TREATY AND WE GO TO WAR OR DOES HE S/T POWN AND
RESTORE THE PEACEFUL RELATIONS BOTH PARTIES HEAR OUR TERMS FOR RESTORING PEACE?

HAVE ENJOYED OVER THESE PAST SEVERAL....

NOPE! SORRY! WE WANT A NEW DING OVER ()
TREATY WITH OUR TERMS OR WE g\E/EIRT $H|g cg/gs‘;gfﬁﬁfgg;\[t‘r
PICK UP ARMS AND SETTLE IT ON You REASON WITH.....

THE FIELD OF BATTLE/

A FEW MINUTES LATER....

WAR?P?// BUT IT DOESN'T HAVE
TO BE THIS WAY. BARRI/NGER |15

DO WE RENEGOTIATE THE
TREATY OR DO WE GO TO
WAR? IT'S YOUR CALL.

WELL GIVEN YOUR UNWILLINGNESS TO BE FAIR D
ABOUT THIS SITUATION T SUPPOSE MY ANSWER IS...... y

B a N R % y iahh
R e B R
@ T ' z:-:.i?'

C'MON GUYS/ LET'S RECONVENE
AT MY PLACE SO WE CAN DISCUSS
OUR STRATEGY - IN PRIVATE.

A FEW M/INUTES LATER....

OH, 50 THAT'S THE WAY IT’S GOING TO BE, EH? 1'D
BETTER CALL WE/RD PETE AND ASK FOR A MEETING OF THE
“LOCAL AREA COUNC/L OF GAMEMASTERS"” 1T'M GOING TO
NEED 4LL THE WAR-COUNCIL AND ADVICE I CAN GARNER.

\

IF IT'S WAR THEY WANT IT'S
A WAR T’LL GIVE THEM

CONTINUED IN

BUNDLES OF TROUBLE VOL: SIX

‘"BAGWAR FOUR"
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Privacy Required

BY JOLLY R. BLACKBURN

OKAY GUYS, 1 HOPE EVERYONE |15
READY FOR TONIGHT’S ADVENTURE
BECAUSE THIS ONE IS REALLY GOING
TO BLOW YOUR SOCKS.., ER... UH...

WHAT’S THE BIG
DEALP DUH!! WHAT'S
WITH THE GM
SCREEN? YOU TRYING
TO BE FUNNY?

BOBP WHAT
THE HELL DO
YOU THINK
YOU'RE POING?

I'M JUST SETTIN’ UP TO PLAY. WHAT'S THE B/G DEAL?

THIS AIN'T NO GM SCREEN. IT'S
THE NEW PLAYER ADVANTAGE
PERSONAL PRIVACY SHIELD.

HOLY MOLY!! THEY

SWEET/
FINALLY CAME IN?

ACTUALLY I ORDERED IT PIRECT FROM THE HARD E/GHT
WEBSITE. I SPENT THE EXTRA TH/RTY BUCKS TO GET
THE CUSTOMIZATION PACKAGE.

NO KIDDING? I GOT ONE BACK ORDERED THROUGH
WE/RD PETE BUT 1 WAS TOLD THERE'S A THREE-WEEK
WAITING LIST. 1'M JUST CHOMPIN' AT THE BIT TO CRAWL

BEHIND ONE.

S0000... WHAT OPT/ONS DID YOU GET?

OH FOR CRYING OUT LOUD, BOB/ YOU BLEW
YOUR MONEY ON ONE OF THOSE PERSONAL
PRIVACY SCREENSP? CAN’'T YOU SEE
HARD EIGHT 1S JUST TRYING TO GET THEIR
HANDS IN THE POCKETS OF THE PLAYERS?
WHAT A R/DICULOWS CONCEPT.

I TOOK THE BASIC THIEF CONFIGURATION AND ADDED
THE DICE TRAY AND THE PLAYER TACTICAL INDEX
CARDS. THEY THREW IN THE DR/INK HOLDER FOR FREE.

CHOICES/

I KNOW WHERE YOU'RE COMIN’
FROM, B.A. T THOUGHT THE SAME
THING AT FIRST. BUT THESE
BABIES ROCK ASS/

\

(clele

I BET IT SAID
THAT ON THE
BACK OF THE

PLAYER ADVANTAGE INDEED/ YOU KNOW, I READ ABOUT
THESE THINGS IN THE WATCH DAWG GAME REPORT.
THEY WERE OF THE OPINION THOSE PRIVACY SHIELDS
ARE DISRUPTIVE TO THE GAME AND MAY EVEN
UNDERMINE THE AUTHORITY OF THE GAME MASTER.

HOW THE HELL DID THEY COME TO THAT
CONCLUSION, WHAT’S WRONG WITH A
PLAYER HAVING A LITTLE PRIVACY?

THE QUAD-FOLD SCREEN HAS ALWAYS BEEN A

SYMBOL OF THE GM’S ABSOLUTE AUTHORITY

OVER HIS GAME. HAVING ANOTHER SHIELD AT
THE TABLE DIMINISHES HIS STANDING.

AND HOW THE HELL ARE YOU GOING TO ROLL
YOUR DICE? HUH? PRIVACY IS ONE THING BUT

I'M GOING TO /NS/ST THAT YOU ROLL YOUR
PICE IN THE OPEN SO T CAN SEE THE RESULTS.
THAT THING 1S JUST GOING TO GET IN THE WAY.

RELAX! 1 TOLD YOU T GOT

THE DICE TRAY OPTION. LET'S BU:ETmAgA?JDY
- |
SEE WHERE’S THAT BUTTON? DISPENSER??

BUTTON? \ |

AH HA/
HERE IT IS.

Bonus Section

84



VOILA! BOX CARS, BABY!! ALL

I HAVE TO DO IS INSERT THE PROPER
DICE IN THE D/CE CHUTE AND PUSH
THE BUTTON - /INSTANT RESULTS!/

/

OF COURSE FOR THOSE REALLY CRITICAL

SITUATIONS I’LL WANT TO GO “MANUAL"

BUT FOR MUNDANE DICE ROLLING THIS
BABY WORKS LIKE A CHARM.

FINE! THAT'S JUST WONDERFUL! T'M SURE IT WAS WORTH
EVERY PENNY OF THE THIRTY BUCKS YOU SPENT ON IT.
~5IGH- LET’'S JUST GET ON WITH THE GAME. SHALL WE?

ACTUALLY, THE COMPLETE SET-UP COST 68 BUCKS AND 97
CENTS, OF COURSE THAT DOESN'T INCLUDE THE EXTENDED
WARRANTY PLAN THEY TALKED ME INTO SIGNING UP FOR. IT
WAS TOTALLY WORTH IT. NOW I CAN GET THE QUARTERLY
PLAYER TACTICAL INDEX UPDATES FOR 25 PERCENT OFF.

EXTENPED WARRANTY HUH? PETE

89 BUCKSPP// BOY DID DIDN'T FILL ME IN ON THAT OPTION,

THEY SEE YOU COMING., \

LATER THAT NIGHT...

THE GATE’S BEEN BARRED FROM THE OTHER SIDE HUHZ? OKAY,
I’'M CHECKING OUT THE WALL., ARE THERE ANY WINDOWS OR
OTHER SUITABLE ENTRY POINTS T COULD SCALE UP TO?

FORGETTING SOMETHING?
WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT?

YOUR PLAYER TACTICAL INDEX,
DUDE/ THIS IS THE PERFECT
OPPORTUNITY TO USE IT. WHY DON'T

DRESSED STONEWORK HUH? DAMN!
I GUESS WE'LL SCOUT OUT THE
SOUTHERN WALL TO SEE IF THINGS
LOOK BETTER OVER THERE.

YES YOU CAN SEE AN
OPEN WINDOW ABOUT
FORTY FEET UP.
HOWEVER THE WALL IS
MADE OF HIGHLY

DRESSED STONEWORK WHOAH/ HOLD UP BOB. AREN'T

- IT'6 NOT GOING TO
BE EASY TO CLIMB.

YOU FORGETTING SOMETHING P

YOU CHECK OUT WHAT IT HAS TO
SAY ABOUT CLIMBING WALLS?

HEY, YOU'RE RIGHT.

T THINK T WILL.

LET'S SEE HERE, SIEGE
MACHINES.... SKINNING SMALL
GAME, SKINNING LARGE
GAME, SMALL UNIT TACTICS...
TEXTILES-TRADING,
TRAPS-DISARMING,
UMBERHULK-CULTURE,
UMBERHULK,-LINGUISTICS,
VAMPIRES-PROTECTION FROM,
VENEREAL DISEASES-ORKIN,
AAAAHH, HERE WE ARE.
WALLS-SCALING
AND CLIMBING.

A FEW SECONDS LATER...

ACCORDING TO THE /NDEX IF 1
REMOVE MY FOOTWEAR T CAN
SCALE A SEM/-SMOOTH SURFACE
WITH NO DISCERNABLE PENALTY OR
NEGATIVE MODIFIERS, THAT MEANS
I SHOULD STILL
HAVE A BASE 78.25 PERCENT
CHANCE OF SUCCESSFULLY
CLIMBING THAT WALL.

WOW/ You
REMOVE YOUR SOUND
FOOTWEAR? WHAT JUST LIKE
THE HELLP? BRIAN!

LOOKS LIKE YOU GOT SCREWED BOBBY-
BOY/ THE RULES DON'T SAY ANYTHING
ABOUT REMOVING YOUR FOOTWEAR TO

CIRCUMVENT NEGATIVE MODIFIERS.

UM, YOU BETTER READ THE BACK OF
THIS CARD, B.A, IT'S STAMPED WITH
THE OFFICIAL H.M.P.A. SEAL OF
APPROVAL INDICATING IT'S AN
OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED RULE
ADDENDUM TO HACKMASTER.

RULE ADDENDUMP \
SON OF A...

—
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HEY, DO THOSE THINGS COME IN A F/GHTER CONFIGURATION AS WELL?P 1 GOT A
TAX REFUND CHECK COMIN' TO ME. MAYBE I'LL ORDER ONE OF THOSE 84D PUPPIES.

OH C’MON, DAVE/ B.A.’S RIGHT/ THESE THINGS ARE JUST A
MARKETING SCHEME DESIGNED TO SQUEEZE MORE GAMER
DOLLARS FROM HACKMASTER FANS. THIS GAME USED TO
BE BILLED AS A “PENC/L AND PAPER" GAME - REMEMBER?

YOU BET THEY DO/ IN FACT IF YOU GO TO
HARDEIGHT.COM THERE'S AN /NTERACTIVE
WORKSHEET WHICH WILL HELP TA/LOR A SCREEN
TO FIT YOUR NEEDS AND TASTES - FOR A

NOMINAL FEE OF COURSE. BUT IT'S WORTH IT.

THERE'S BEEN A DIRE MEED FOR PLAYER SCREENS FOR
YEARS!! BUT THE GAMEMASTERS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN A
STRONG LOBBY!! YOU HEARD, B.4./ THEY CONSIDER THESE
THINGS A THREAT TO THEIR AUTHORITY, THEY/VE BEEN
PRESSURING HARDEIGHT TO KEEP THE CONCEPT BURIED!

\

WHAT ARE YOU
TALKING ABOUT?

OH PA-LEEZE!! YOU'RE JUST SPEWING
SOME OF THE AYPE HARDEIGHT ‘LEAKED’
OUT TO BUILD PRODUCT AWARENESS!

YOU MAKE IT SOUND AS THOUGH GARY JACKSON
IS ONLY INTERESTED IN MAKING A FEW BUCKS!!
DO YOU KNOW HOW LAUGHABLE THAT ISP

A WEEK LATER...
OH FOR CRYING OUT LOUD!!! DAVE??!! -SIGH- T SHOULD
HAVE KNOWN YOU'D GET DRAWN INTO THIS NONSENSE

TOO. I'M GLAD YOU HAVE MONEY TO BURN. MAYBE YOU
FORGOT ABOUT THAT FIFTY BUCKS YOU OWE ME.

IT ONLY COST TWENTY-FIVE BUCKS

TO PLACE A RUSH ORDER. 1T JUST

CAME IN THIS MORNING. STILL HAS
THAT NEW /NK SMELL TO IT,

DUDE!! HOW'D
YOU GET YOURS
SO QuIck??1!

IT’S BEAUTIFUL,

GUYS, IT PAINS ME TO THINK YOU'VE BEEN
TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF. NEITHER ONE OF
YOU HAVE THE EXTRA CASH TO WASTE

ON THIS KIND OF FRIVOLITY!! BOB,
YOU'VE GOT A BAD TRANNY IN YOUR
CHEVETTE YOU COULD HAVE USED THAT

MONEY ON, AND DAVE T THINK IT'S TACKY

OF YOU TO SHOW UP WITH THAT THING
WHEN YOU OWE 8.4. MONEY.

I DON'T MIND BUT THIS WILL
TOOLING AROLIND HELP MY GAME,
IN F/IRST GEAR.  SARA. EVERYONE

I'M GETTING WILL BENEFIT,

USED TO IT.
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A BIT LATER...

HERE’S MY RECOMMENDATION GUYS. ACCORPING TO MY
COMBAT ASSESSMENT MATRIX, WITH OUR CURRENT
FIREPOWER AND SPELL REPERTOIRE WE HAVE A 83.665 PERCENT
CHANCE OF SUCCESS, I THINK IT'S WELL WORTH THE RISK,

MY GAWD, I'M IN
GM HELL!! T'M SURROUNDED
BY AN ARMY OF
RULES LAWYERS!!

I AGREE BUT WHAT’S NOT TOO BAD REALLY. WE'RE LOOKING
THE RATIO FOR HIT- AT LOSING A NET /7 HIT POINTS FOR THE

POINT LOSS VS. GROUP - PLUS OR MINUS 3 POINTS,
EXPERIENCE POINTS SOME OF THAT WILL BE SOAKED UP BY
GAINED? THE HENCHMEN AND HIRELINGS.

MY FIGURES SAY 79 POINTS
BUT THAT’'S PRETTY GOOD, DAVE.

OH FOR THE...
FIRK DING BLAST//

THE FOLEOWING WEEAw 1 ORDERED THE DELUXE

MODEL. COMES WITH FLASH
. you ROM STORAGE AND A
O R Bl e PALM OS DATABASE WHICH
CAN LINK RIGHT TO HARDS.
OH, BRIAN,
NOT YOu T00?

WHOAH!! YOU PID IT COME
WENT FOR THE WITH THE CAR
PEA-GREEN APAFTER?

METALLIC FLAKE \
\ll‘g ‘

FIN ISH -
:124 i | ?“'ik lim’
2% n

| !

LATER THAT SAME NIGHT ... HEY GLYS, HOLD OFF ON ORDERING THAT PIZZA FOR A

FEW MINUTES, I'M STILL POWNLOAPING THOSE HACK-
MASTER RULE INDEX UPDATES TO MY SCREEN.

ACCORDING TO MY
PROBABILITY OF
SUCCESS MATRIX T
SHOULD BE ABLE TO
SURVIVE 2.75 BLASTS

WILL
SOMEBODY

I SHOULD'VE COUGHED

I WONDER IF THEY

e OF FIRE BREATH 50 \_ COME IN A PASTEL? LP THE EXTRA /AT
dUSt I'M CHARGING THAT BUCKS TO UPGRADE
sHooT TO A 56K MODEM,

ME? DRAGON'S ASS/
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Riksumath's Legacy

HOMEBREWED KODT BY KEN ALBERY

OKAY, ITS STARTING TO GET DARK, YOU'RE ALL VERY TIRED WITH THE
EXCEPTION OF TEFLON B/LLY WHO IS STRANGELY CHOCKED FULL OF VIGOR,

| WE’D BETTER SLEEP INSIDE
\ THE TREELINE TONIGHT/

-
P scecen)
of i
00w !

BEEN AFTER US

a

NO KIDDING! THOSE
ALBERIAN PEASANTS HAVE

FOR DAYS/

I'VE GOT THE STAMINA
MY SON,

\

MAYBE YOU SHOULD HAVE
THOUGHT ABOUT THAT BEFORE
YOU KILLED TEWNTY-SEVEN OF
THEIR YOUNG MEN//

YEAH, YEAH.

REGULAR WATCH ORDER.
DO WE GET ATTACKED AGAIN
TONIGHT SCREEN MONKEY?

NOPE. THE NIGHT IS LINEVENTFLIL.

YES!! WE CAN i

FINALLY PUT 4
THAT ADVENTURE —— \2
BEHIND US.

NOT SO FAST! THOUGH NONE OF YOU NOTICED ANYTHING STRANGE
DURING THE NIGHT, ONE OF YOUR HORSES IS DEAD. UPON CLOSER
EXAMINATION, IT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN DRA/NED OF BLOOD!

AGAIN?

PRAINED OF BLOOD? THIS
STINKS OF VAMPIRES!/

NAH, A REAL VAMPIRE
WOULD HAVE FED ON US
BEFORE IT ATE A HORSE/

Bonus Section




THEN WHAT HAPPENED?

an

A5

YOU NOTICE A FAINT
TRAIL OF BLOOD
DROPS ON THE

I"LL INSPECT THE AREA AROLIND
THE DEAD HORSE FOR CLUES/

AFTER A FEW MOMENTS IT BECOMES CLEAR
THAT A LEGIBLE TRAIL DOES INDEED EXIST
AND IT LEADS STRAIGHT TO...

GROUND.

DOES THE BLOOD LEAD
ANYWHERE ? MAYBE IT
LEFT AN INDICATION OF
WHICH DIRECTION THE
ATTACKER WENT,

1 CAN'T BELIEVE [T/ TEFLON BILLY
IS A MR, ED EATING VAMPIRE//

MARE

UH... | THINK I’'VE
BEEN SET UP/

UH... NOT TO FAST SARA. IF K/KSUMATH, THE VAMPIRE

GUYS, HE CAN'T BE A
VAMPIRE/ HE’S BEEN
WALKING AROUND IN
R DIRECT SUNLIGHT

ALL DAY/

THAT BIT ME, WAS A HIGH LEVEL VAMPIRE HE'D BE

IMMUNE TO THE
EFFECTS OF SUNLIGHT,
IF HE TURNED ME INTC

I COULD TRY AND CAST
DETECT UNDEADP ON MYSELF

S——

50 WE’LL KNOW FOR SURE.
N
A BLOODSUCKER,
I WOULD BE IMMUNE
T00/
\ (
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ANDP S0...

YOU CAST THE SPELL AND ARE SHOCKED TO SEE A
BLACK AURA SLRROLNPING YOUR LEFT LEG!/

BILLY HAS A ;
I DON'T RECALL ANY
VAMPIRIC LEFT LEG?P? RULES PERTAINING TO
/ UNDEAD LIMBS!
%’Z}Tf MY GOODNESS.
2N ;

I WASTE IT WAIT, WAIT. LATER... OKAY, I'M READY. IF EL

T HAVE AN RAVAGER WOLLD BE SO KIND AS TO

WITH MY IDEA... CHOP MY LEFT LEG OFF AT THE HIP..,
CROSSBOW!! ~ \

2\ r

ORI o amen | 1 RoORY oS
ey ' : YER DADDY??

WITH MY HACKMASTER +12. /

(50 LONG, BLIDDY)

— [ WOULD SAY THAT'S A
NICE CLEAN CUT/

NIFTY. ONCE THE LEG IS OFF, I DRINK A POT/ION OF EXTREME FORTITUDE WHICH CUTS THE PAMAGE
BY SEVENTY-FIVE PERCENT. NEXT, I'LL DRINK MY POT/ON OF REGENERATION AND CAST HASTE.
THIS CAUSES MY LEG TO GROW BACK IN A MATTER OF MINUTES AND HEALS ANY REMAINING DAMAGE.

BRILLIANT
PLAYING
BRIAN.

WHOA, DUDE/

I’M NOT DONE YET...
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WHAT’S THE LEG DOING?

\

NOTHING!!

IT'S LAYING MOTIONLESS ON
THE GROUND...

7\ AS T WOULD ASSUME MOST
~ R\ _~ SEVERED LIMBS WOULD//
)

NOT S0 FAST/ WE'VE ALREADY ESTABLISHED IT'S A VAMPIRIC
LEG. WELL, IF THAT IS TRUE, THEN THERE ARE ONLY THREE
WAYS TO KILL IT, ONE WOULD BE EXPOSURE TO SUNLIGHT.
SECOND, YOU COULD DRIVE A STEAK THROUGH ITS HEART.

THE THIRD OPTION WOULD BE TO BEHEAD IT/ \
%) W

IT’S A LEG/

A LEG!/

YOU CAN’T STAKE ITS HEART/
YOU CAN'T BEHEAD IT/

EXACTLY!/
SINCE WE'VE DEDUCED THAT IT
15 INDEED HIGH ENOUGH LEVEL
TO BE IMMUNE TO SUNLIGHT,

IT’S INVINCIBLE/ ~ (

1 CAST CHARM UNDEAD.

ARRRRRGGGGH//

HOW MANY XPS DO 1
GET FOR CHOPPING OFF
THE LEG?

ME AND MY TWO LEFT
FEET HEAD OFF TO LOOK
FOR A NEW HORSE.

Bundle of Trouble™ Volume V
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FELTO
B.A. is 30 years old
and lives with his par-
ents, When he isn't

gaming he works part-
time in his dad’s dry

VAN HOOSE

Brian is 27 years old and lives
alone. He manages to make a
modest living operating a
local ISP and selling painted
miniatures. Brian is typically

cleaning shop. B.A.
dropped out of college to follow his dream of being a
game designer. He sunk $6,000 into his first gaming
product, DAWG: the Role-Playing Game™, which
was a bomb. B.A. suffered a nervous breakdown and
left gaming for a few years before picking up his dice
bag again. He founded the Knights of the Dinner
Table. He's currently employed at Pizza-A-Go Go.

quiet and utters only three-word sentences unless a rule
has been broken or his character has been maligned. Even
though Brian can't remember his own phane number, he
can recite entire passages of various rule books from mem-
ory. He used to claim to have a girlfriend (Alexis) who no
one had ever seen. After being confronted by the ather
Knights on the subject, he refuses to discuss his dating life.

And gawd help the poor soul who brings it up.

HERZOG

Bob is 26 years old and
also lives with his parents.
He currently works for his
dad at the Hoe and
Harness Insurance Co. In
the past he has had a
record of losing his job because of his temper and
sharp tongue. Bob was the first dues paying
member of the group. He'’s from the old school of
role-playing and believes it's all about breaking
things and killing people. He made the local

papers twice when he got lost in the steam tunnels

Enights of the [Blinner ilable"

Dave is 22 years old and atcends Ball State University where he is
studying cultural anthropology. He also has a minor in dance the-
ory. (which he originally pursued as a ploy to meet chicks). He
was introduced to role-playing by Bob whom he mer at a local
paintball tournament. (He saved Bob’s butt from a double-flanker)
Dave is a true blooded hack-n-slasher
who becomes bored easily. He often for-
gets to bring his character sheet to the
game and tends to borrow someone
else’s dice. Dave originally joined the
group to take
advantage of the
free munchies.

BOZWELL

under the Ball State. (The first time for seven days.)

FELT

Sara is 25 years old and is
B.A's cousin. She recently
moved back to Muncie, |
Indiana from Wisconsin and
is the newest member of the |
group. Unfortunately, Sara is also the only female in
group and fights a lonely battle to bring mare role-play i

KIZINSKI

Johnny “Lucky” Kizinski was
one of the original members of the Knights of the Dinner Table
Gaming Club. He was highly respected by the other members for
his gaming style and dedicarion to the game, He is mostly remem-
bered, however, for his incredible luck with the dice and his
uncanny habic of coming up with the right results ar the right
time. Mention his name around any gaming table in Muncie,
Indiana and you're likely to hear the sad refrain, “the boy could
play!” Johnny's story has an unhappy ending however. One night
during a power session of CattlePunk, his luck ran our. He fum-

the

neo

the group’s gaming sessions and less hack-n-slash. Sara has bled consecutively FIVE times, failed four saving throws, and
decided it is her sworn obligation to bring the other mem- missed twelve to-hits over the course of the evening, As a result
bers of the group around to her style of play. She atcempts four high level player characters met their demise. Johnny's
to do this by example but occasionally has to resort to threats unlucky streak haunted him in the weeks that followed and he

and physical bullying to make her point.

92

eventually lost interest in the game and hung up his dice bag. He
moved out of state and now manages a Big Juices in Wisconsin,
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Gary Jackson is fondly known as the “Gawdfather
of Gaming” by millions of gaming enthusiasts
around the world. His failing wargame company,
Hard 8 Enterprises, was about to close its doors for
good in 1977 when Gary tossed the dice on a hasti-
ly produced role-playing game, The HackMasters
of EverKnight™. The first print run was quickly
snapped off the shelves and soon frantic distributors
were calling Gary's three-man shop with pleas of

‘More!” Gary has been riding Hackmaster spin-offs ever since. For those who want to know
what ‘hard eight’ means, it refers to the game of craps where Gary has blown thousands of dol-
lars of company money over the years on his frequent trips to Vegas.

FINLEY

Edmund Finely was
once  Gary Jackson’s
paperboy. One morn-
ing he was coerced into
filling an empty chair
during a play-testing session of HackMaster
and became ensnared in ‘Gary’s Game’, That
was twenty years ago and Edmund has been
on the Hard 8 team ever since (though he's
only been on the payroll for the past four
months). Edmund wears the proud title of
“Director of Research and Development” and
recently oversaw the production of his first
work, ~ Abe,  Babes  and
RollerBlades™, described as a “sexy, zany,
time-travelling romp through history and
fashion”.

written

BROTHERS

o ®
). 1. RER
Hard 8 Enterprises ®
What do you want to Hack today?™

Jo Jo is one of Gary Jackson’s favorite, “yes-men”, When he
bought out Battle Cry Games in 1984, Jo Jo Zeke came as part
of the deal. For years Jo Jo was considered the King of Hex-and-
Cardboard-Counter” wargames and has over forty-two titles
under his belt. His most famous game design was “The Pope's
Panzers’ a ‘what-if” wargame simulation that rocked war gaming
circles around the country. The sequel, ‘V-Rockets at the
Vatican' carned him his first Gamers’ Choice Award for best
game design. Jo Jo is'now responsible for

writing much of the flavor text for
HackMaster adventures (something he
has a knack for), and crunching rules. It
is rumored he lives in his office at Hard
Eight Enterprises,

Very few people have ever seen the infamous Antignano Brothers. Those who have are usually
teluctant to talk about it. It’s known that Gary Jackson has kept them on the payroll for years. Their checks are usually anno-
tated with the cryptic words, “for various services rendered”. It is said that Vince and Tony Antignano wear grey, pinstripe
suits with twenty-sider cuff links. A few years ago, Nitro Fergueson publicly insulted Gary Jackson at a convention. A few
days later, he FedExed a letter of apology to Gary. It is rumored the Antignano Brothers paid him a ‘visit'.

Bundle of Trouble™ Volume V
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SKIPOWSKI

Pete has been with
Gary Jackson since the
beginning. In fact they
met in college where
they used to play epic
sessions of MERC
ARMOR and BLAZING GUNS. When
Gary started his company, Pete came
onboard as his first full-time game designer
(working for shares in the beginning). In
recent years the friendship has been strained
as Gary's projects have repeatedly over-shad-
owed Pete’s pet projects. In fact Gary usually
targets Pete for his much publicized verbal
abuse and ego-bruising. Still, Pete is loyal to
Gary and Hard 8 Enterprises and rarely com-
plains.

Tuley isn’t an employee at Hard 8, nor is he
considered an intern. He originally came to the
company as part of a Summer Playtester pro-
gram, He was tricked into running the compa-
ny’s customer service department by being led
to believe it was a ‘virtual corporation comput-
er game’ and that he was earning points based
on how well he ‘played’ the game, which
involved answering the phone and working out
‘variable solutions’ to each call. No one has
mentioned the ‘game’
in quite some time
and Tuley seems con-
tent to live in his
office,  occasionally
order out for pizza and
man his station.

Waco Bob is one of the original share holders of Hard 8. He
really doesn’t do much at the company other than agree
with virtually every word that comes out of Gary’s mouth.
Waco has done well, financially, working wich Gary and
that seems to be enough to have earned his undying devo-
tion. Waco does sit in on every playtesting session he can.
But since he seems to love every game he plays, regardless
of its flaws, his value as a playtester leaves a lot to be

desired. He invariably fills our his
playtester evaluation forms with,
“This game is the next

HackMaster!!”

BOWSER

Norman Bowser is a role player who
made good and realized his dream.
He started out as a freelancer and
began to pump so much HackMaster
material into the Hard 8 offices that

he was eventually asked to come on board. A few years ago he
replaced Earl Slackmozer as the editor of HackJournal maga-
zine and has been doing a bang up job of scratching the ‘hack-
n-slash’ itch for thousands of fans. Gary has become so com-
fortable with Norman's writing ability that he has sanctioned
all of Norman’s material as ‘official’ Hackmaster material (even
though Gary rarely reads Norman’s work as of late). Norman
has a long standing rivalry with Bitter Stevil. Norman cut
Stevil's column from HackJournal soon after taking the helm.

- PRISWINKLE

Fight year old Timmy Jackson is Gary’s youngest son. He is also the newly installed
chief developer for the SpaceHack sci-fi roleplaying game. He had been responsible
for development on the superhero frp Heroes and Zeroes, but was reassigned due to a .
rash of complaints following the release of H&Z's Background Tool Chest supple- L

ment. Gary, uncharacteristically emotional, felt terrible about this and has promised to make it up to

Timmy by bringing his favorite TV hero, Xena the Warrior Princess, to the next HackCon.
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Victor
became known as the

Lord of Steam when he

Fergueson

adapted the
HackMaster rules to
live-action play and
began taking hand picked groups of players on late
night forays into the labyrinth of steam tunnels
beneath Ball State University. After ‘Fergueson's
Folly’ made national headlines (Victor and his group
were lost for 7 days prompting a massive rescue
search), the steam tunnels were secured and dozens of

entrances were sealed with concrete. There are sev-

Stevil has a day job adminis-
tering customer warranty
claims. For years he satis-
fied his gaming itch through
freelance work for various
gaming industry publica-
tions. However, his divorce a couple of years back
freed up time for him to get back into real gaming, He
met Gordon Sheckberry at work [prior to iis unfortu-
nate(?) accident] and ‘Gordo’ subsequently introduced
him to the Black Hands. He now commutes to
Muncie every Friday night from his apartment in sub-
urban Indianapolis.

eral contradicting accounts of what happened
weeks later on the evening of January Sth, 1987
but it involved a satchel of C-4 high explosive, a
miscalculation of the expected blast radius, and a
medical evacuation of the Campus Administration
Building which collapsed during an attempt to
breach the steam tunnels, The incident earned
Victor the nickname ‘Nitro’ and 5 years probation.
Nitro has been president of the Black Hand

BLACK HAND
GAMING SOCIETY

Gaming Society for 8 years, taking over from
Weird Pete.

the club’s existence.

“Weird” Pete Ashton is the sole proprietor of a local game store
B called the Games Pit. He is proud of the fact that he was one of the
" co-designers of the cult classic role-playing game, Lynch Mob™.

Pete loves to relate the story of how E
and lost “millions”. Pete is always available for advice but oddly §
seems to be very bitter about the hobby he loves so much. He was a major stockholder in Hard §
8 Enterprises but sold his shares mere days before HackMaster was released. Pete co-founded the
Black Hand Gaming Society along with Nitro and served as president for the first four years of
&l'hc backroom of Pete’s shop serves as home table for the Society. ;

e was burned by his partners

HEY BA.7? WHAT'S WITH
THE CAKE AND ALL THE
BALLOONS AND STUFF?

THIS ISNT GOING TO

FIRST ANNIVERSARY!!! IT GAME IS IT?7
WAS A YEAR AGO THIS
MONTH THAT WE JOINED

THE KENZERCO TEAM!!

WERE CELEBRATING 0UR ~ INTERRUPT TONIGHT'S

wow!! 1997
ROCKED!!!
I NEVER HAD SO MUCH FUN!!
HEY, WHERE'S THE ICE
CREAM?7 YOU CANT
1GOT AFEELING  HAVE CAKE WITHOUT
‘98 1S GOING TO ICE CREAM!!
BE EVEN BETTER,

This panel , celebrating the 1st year anniversary of KenzerCo picking up KODT originally appeared as part of the editorial in KODT#14.
Sara’s prediction proved true. In the two years since this panel appeared KODT's distribution has soared to almost 20,000 per month,
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ROLE-PLAYING GAMES THAT SHOVULD NEVER BE: PART ONE “PAS BOOT THERPG"

| DONT CARE IF IT ENHANCES THE REALISH OF NO TINE TO TALK Fraulein Il
‘w;wpﬁr#:&%e%m THE GAMEL! M NOT CLIMBING UNDER THE FLOOD TORPEDO TUBES 3 AND 4
TABLE EVERYTIME OLR SUB DIVES!! WHILE | WORK OUT A TARGET-SOLLITION

DOWN ON YOU - 2,000 METERS AND CLOSINGI!!

DIVE! DIVE! DIVEF HARD-RUDDER
RIGHT 45 DEGREESI!I TAKE ME TO 80 METERS!!

Jot, Bupifantll
HARD RUPDER RIGHT

H 45 DEGREES!! WE GOT SDHAR PINGI

OH WOW!! YOU SNAGGED A GARY  LL TAKEONEAS HEY BOBBY-BOY, ILL
CHECKITOUTDUDEY ~ JACKSON PEZ DISPENSERTT  LONGASITSNOT /
WANT A PRZ’ | THOUGHT THEY WERE ALL SOLD OUT!! LIME FLAVORED!! M%"Mfﬁ%

/ FOR THE DISPENSER!!

FOR THAT DESTROYER!!!

*This panel originally ran as part
of the editorial in KODT#13,
(In order to make more raom for
NEW magerial in the Bundles of
Trouble™, editorials and Parting
Shats™ have been pulled)

BRIAN!! WOULD YOU CUT IT OUT WITH THAT ESPIONAGE
__  STUFF ALREADYIl | DONT NEED JANET RENO'S
GOON SGUAD SHUTTING ME DOWN AGAIN /Y

' AOL floppy §
1 disks only
| 25¢

This panclcr nally appeared in Weird Pete’s Bulletin Board in issue 13. No, it’s not artwork from
Jolly's ‘dark period’ but rather one of his panels which has been re-rendered by Steve Johansson.

WHAD'YA MEAN WEIRD PETE IS AT
BURRITO BILLY'S

ew for the 1Y - .
Holidays!! 2 * Yer another ‘tweak’ by Steve Johansson.
DREIDEL § | This panel [Has B.A. gone G.Q.?] originally appeared
DICE as filler in Weird Pete’s Bulletin board in issue 14.
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N WANT TO SEE
MORE OF THE EXPLOITS
OF KNUCKLES,
TEFLON BILLY,

EL RAVAGER

( & 2AYRE?P?

A BI-MONTHLY
COMIC IN WHICH
“THE UNTOUCHABLE TRIO
PLUS ONE” COME TO LIFE.
ALL THEIR CLASSIC
ESCAPADES AS SEEN
FROM AN ENTIRELY
NEW PERSPECTIVE -

THEIRS!/

AVAILABLE WHERE YOU BUY YOUR KODT//
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“If you've ever been bummed because your dragon was turned
into a canary, here’s the book for you.”

Wizard Magazine

“To enjoy Knights [of the Dinner Table] you don’t need to
know any more about gaming than you'll learn from a quick
trip through a local comics shop...with panel layouts consist-
ing of a table with gaming geeks around it, the creators man-
age a surprising variety of plots. It’s generous, insightful, text-
packed and capable of evoking belly-laughs, even from non-
gamers.”
Maggie Thompson
Editor, Comics Buyer’s Guide

“While trading card games have been hogging most of the attention in the gaming industry in
recent years, Knights has consistently championed role-playing games. As a crossover product,
[between comics and gaming] it also serves as an ambassador to those on the outskirts of the
gaming community.”

“One [game-related comic] that’s certainly in the running to outperform all others is the
award-winning Knights of the Dinner Table.”
Joyce Greenbolt
Comic Buyer’s Guide

“Since opening my own gaming shop, one of the hottest products to come through the doors
has been Knights of the Dinner Table. Every issue sells off the shelves, and hardly any gaming
session goes by where I do not hear, “I waste ‘em with my crossbow!” or “Fireballs coming
on-line!” It is a great magazine and reminds me why I opened this shop in the first place:
because gaming is a really enjoyable hobby and I want to promote it as much as I can.
KODT does the same thing.”

Christopher Torres

Paradox Books

EAN

Knights of the Dinner Tahle Knights of the Dinner Tahle Knights of the Dinner Table
Issue #13 Issue #14 Issue #15
MEN THAT HACK A Fist Full of Dice and a Bad Attitude!! Mama Told Me Not to Play
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